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                                                                                A plant event                                                                          

            Offered by the Soil Sisters of the Dudley Farm Heritage Nursery.                                                              

With heritage plants, as those in the Dudley Farm flower gardens, many native plants, pollinators and native trees.            

           All sales help to support the park. 

 

 

 

   OUR VISION STATEMENT                                                                
Dudley Farm Historic State Park preserved for the appreciation of future generations. 

Our Heritage Nursery coordinator Irma Riley, seated in center picture, leads the Soil Sisters in caring for all things growing.  

From seed starts, cutting stick starts, digging, transplanting, potting, weeding, trimming, repotting, more weeding, fertilizing, 

then starting over again, we love what we do!  Throughout summers heat and humidity, winters cold and wind, each mellow 

spring and fall we lovingly tend to ever interesting and beautiful plants.                                                                                                 

Pictured - Lorraine, Gloria and Pat, are three of our nursery ’workers’.  Being volunteers with busy lives that often get in the way 

of nursery play time, it’s a rare experience to find all of the Soil Sisters working together. We enjoy each others company and 

happily strive to propagate plants to help support our favorite historic state park.                                                         G  
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                               THE HISTORY OF DUDLEY FARM 

For anyone interested in the most recent scholarship regarding Dudley Farm’s history,  the nomination form which led to the 

January 13, 2021 designation of Dudley Farm as a National Historic Landmark — and only the 47th in the State of Florida — is 

required reading. 

It can easily be accessed by googling “Dudley Farm National Historic Landmark Nomination Form”.  This will bring up several 

website choices.  Choose “NHL Nomination Form Template — National Park Service”.  This will immediately provide the full 

nomination / document considered, by the National Historic Landmark Committee on November 5, 2020. 

This nomination was presented to the NHL Committee by Dr. Evelyn Causey, since then appointed State Historic Preservation 

Officer for the State of Alabama.  In preparing the nomination she drew upon the research of Murray Laurie, Sally Morrison and 

Robert Jones incorporated in the earlier National Register of Historic Places nomination which led to Dudley Farm’s listing on 

the register as a historic district .  This designation at the level of local and state significance occurred on December 4, 2002. 

Of particular note in differentiating the National Register and NHL nomination is the period of significance for each.   For the 

National Register it is 1859—1952.   For the National Historic Landmark it is 1881—1945.   With yet more archaeological  re-

search on the original 1859 home place, the period of significance of the NHL is subject to expansion. 

Satisfying the criteria for national significance under the National Paek Service’s National Historic Landmark Program in oner-

ous.  It began in 2007 for Dudley Farm.  The result is the most detailed and accurate history to date for those interested in that 

history.                                                                                                                                                                                             

            Roy Hunt  2021 

       ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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   CANE DAY ~ The FALL HARVEST FESTIVAL ~  2021 

Cane Day will happen at the park this year.  A tradition at Dudley Farm long before it became state park and a celebration of Ms. 

Myrtle Dudley’s birthday, always held on the first Saturday of December.                                                                                                                          

This year’s celebration will be a modified version of the great events of  past years, different, as most everything has been and is 

since the pandemic.  Regretfully, I’m unable to report any details of the planned activities.                                                          

          Look forward to the November/December edition of the Journal where it will be covered in depth.                                           

Please note: to organize and present a successful event volunteers are needed in every aspect, from setting-up to directing 

traffic, greeting and guiding visitors, playing games, demonstrating a craft, cooking, making music, cooking syrup and bot-

tling it, manning the store.  There is a ’job’ for everyone, no matter your skill or even if you think you don’t have a skill or 

’special talent’ don’t hesitate to volunteer, you are needed.  Though modified, let’s make this a great Cane Day.         G 

                 It’s Persimmon time!                                                                                                            

      Here’s an old fashioned yummy recipe for Persimmon Pudding: 

           2 c. ripe persimmon pulp                1T. baking powder 
           1 c. grated sweet potato                   ½ t. salt 
           3 eggs                                              1 c. milk 
           1 c. brown sugar                              1 ¼ c. flour 
           Pinch baking soda                           1 stick melted butter   
                              1 t. cinnamon optional    
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

         Visit us at www.FriendsofDudleyFarm.org                                                                                        Like us on Facebook 

            THE FRIENDS OF DUDLEY FARM CITIZENS SUPPORT ORG.                      

      MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES                                                                                                        

            Student  -yearly -$10.                                                         Corporate -yearly -$200.                              

              Individual -yearly -$20.                                                      Organization -yearly -$80.                             

           Family (same address) yearly -$30.                                                                        

           Life Individual -$350.                                       Life Couple -$550.    

                                                        Yearly membership runs from January 1st to December 31st. 
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Old Time Music at Dudley Farm State Park 

Did you know Dudley Farm Historic Park features and encourages traditional American folk music?  Now the question is “What is 
traditional American folk music?”.  There is no hard and fast definition but mostly it is rural music that was played by folks before 
commercial music became popular.  Let's say it is the informal music from the 17th century to the beginning of the  20th century.   
It is made up of square dance music, ballads, work songs, religious music, and martial music passed down from one generation to 
the next mostly by ear.  

Well, if you're still wondering what kind of music I'm talking about just come out to Dudley Farm Historical Park most Saturdays 
and ask where Jeannie Lamb and friends are playing music.  Jeannie, Jim Marks and other friends meet Saturday afternoons, usu-
ally at the Visitors Center, and enjoy playing traditional American music on banjos, guitars, fiddles, hammered dulcimers, and you 
never know what else.  This is not a concert but an unstructured playing of music enjoyed by the musicians and the visitors to the 
farm.  There is no tune list because anyone can call any tune they want when their turn comes.  Oh yes, there is a little structure. 
That is how real folk music is played. 

Most of the musicians have played music for years. Some are formally trained  and some are just ear musicians. It doesn't matter.  
The music is played in a casual style that is entertaining and instructive to hear.  You might find yourself saying  “Oh, I know that 
tune.  We used to sing it on hay rides.”  

Jeannie has been the organizer of the group for several years.   She plays banjo, harmonica, piano and other instruments, and 
sings.  Jim Marks is the lead musician.  Plays almost anything with strings but especially the fiddle and tenor guitar.    Mary Gentry 
is a retired music teacher and plays hammered dulcimer and sings.  Lisa Johnson plays dobro and lap steel guitar.  She has per-
formed in Gainesville for years. There are more folks who come to join the regulars now and then. You just never know who will 
show up.  

Some songs you might hear at the jam are Old Joe Clark, Camptown Races, Old Folks at Home (aka – Way down Upon the Su-
wanee River), Turkey in the Straw, Oh Susanna and many other similar songs. 

This jam is open to anyone who wants to participate. Jeannie and Jim warmly welcome any and all musicians and listeners.  The 
group plays three or four Saturdays of the month but is on hold right now because of the pandemic. 

Another smaller group of traditional American musicians plays once a month on Saturday. Pete Petermen has his own gathering 
usually made up of Pete on fiddle and Dean on banjo.  They play some great old time fiddle and banjo duet music.  You can find 
them often on the commissary porch.   Also one other musical presentation is by Les Caraher.   He plays mostly banjo but also 
fiddle and harmonica at the homestead Thursdays around noon time.  He features 19th century parlor songs and instrumentals. 

At the Cane Boil and other featured Dudley Farm events you are likely to see Pete Schmitt and his brass band playing 19th century 
and early 20th century brass band music. This type of music was played in small and large towns all over America.   However it is 
rarely heard today.  

Dudley Farm Historical Park offers a rich variety of traditional American folk music played by local musician-volunteers.   If you 
want to enhance your understanding and appreciation of rural American culture, come out and listen to the music.     

    ~  Article author Leslie Caraher in collaboration with Jeannie Greenfield Lamb.   Article editor: Mary Caraher.            09/23/21  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

  

                                 OUR MISSION STATEMENT                                              

 Our mission is to enhance the visitors experience through supporting preservation        

         and through education at Dudley Farm, a one of a kind late 1880’s farm.                                                   

  Dudley Farm Journal                                                                                                    Volume 25, Issue 5   September/October 2021 



4 

Florida Cracker: What Does It Mean?  

Thomas Fasulo 

One of my favorite Web sites is Wikipedia.  I visit it at least once a day, not only to view new additions on its main menu, but 
often to research items I am interested in. Every day I learn tidbits of history I never knew before. And I once did a lot of editing 
on the site, mostly creating articles on insects and World War II history. 

I also use Wikipedia to research articles related to Dudley Farm.  One was for the Sea Island cotton article I wrote in an earlier 
newsletter.  Sea Island cotton was Dudley Farm’s major cash crop for decades.  Then I started looking at articles on Florida 
cracker cattle and horses, our Plymouth Rock barred chickens and bronze turkeys. It was interesting how turkeys got their name. 
Information I learn enhances my living history activities on the Farm.  

Wikipedia isn’t perfect by any means.  Late last year, in anticipation of the Farm becoming a National Historic Landmark, I tried 
to add more information to the page on Dudley Farm, which was rather short.  After spending several evenings adding infor-
mation, I discovered an editor with “Administrative Privileges”--- far above my ranking --- had deleted most of the information. 
When I questioned him as to why, he came back twice more and deleted more text. So I waited a bit, hoping he would lose inter-
est in the page and have been slowly adding more information on Dudley Farm. 

There are also pages devoted to the Florida Cracker Cattle and the Florida Cracker Horse.   While reading about the Cracker 
horse, I was dismayed to learn: 

“The Livestock Conservancy considers the breed to be at ‘critical’ status, as part of the Colonial Spanish Horse       
family, meaning that the estimated global population of the breed is fewer than 2,000 and there are fewer than           
200 registrations annually in the United States.  The Equus Survival Trust also considers the population to be   
‘critical,’ meaning that there are between 100 and 300 active adult breeding mares in existence today. However,     
breed numbers are slowly on the rise.” 

But the article has some text for the term ‘cracker’ which isn’t accurate. It states,  

“The cowboys [Florida Crackers] received their nickname from the distinctive cracking of their whips,                       
and the name was transferred to both the horses they rode and the cattle they herded.” 

While you should certainly never believe everything you read on the Web, Wikipedia has a good reputation.  Believe it or not, 
when you add something to an article, someone is watching.  Maybe not as you type each letter, but they are aware articles are 
being changed.  There are about a dozen articles on Wikipedia I am ‘watching’ and if any change is made to one, Wikipedia 
sends me an e-mail about it.  If I go to the article, I can use the History tab to see what was changed.  If I don’t agree with the 
change, I can instantly undo it, especially if it is vandalism. If the other editor was logged in, I can contact them and discuss the 
changes.  In fact, sometimes the best part of an article is the Talk page associated with it, where changes are discussed.  And I 
remember once beginning a brand new article on World War II, where I typed only a dozen or so words, and was immediately 
contacted by another editor questioning some of the information I was typing. Fortunately, I had my source right in front of me 
and was able to continue with his admission he was wrong.  

But, let’s return to the term ‘cracker’ and the cracker cowboy whips.  

The following excerpt is from Cracker : The Cracker Culture in Florida History by Dana Ste. Claire, [978-0-813030289], pub-
lished by University Press of Florida.  On page 34, it states: 

"Early on in America, the term came to represent a host of undesirable characteristics— dishonest, shiftless,              
and insipid to name a few.  Whatever 'cracker' may have originally implied, the term was well worn by the                
time [Florida] cowhunters began to herd their cattle through the Florida wilds in the early 1800s." 

Previous pages of that chapter, beginning on page 27, offer numerous, alternative origins for the term cracker, reaching back to 
1509.  Under a section titled Whip Cracker, the author writes: 

"Florida Crackers nowadays spend a great deal of time trying to persuade themselves and others that the term        
cracker originated from the sound of whips cracking over cattle...  Cowhunter historian Joyce Peters offers an           
interesting insight on the luxury of owning whips....   ‘Those poor people (Crackers) had no leather for shoes,           
much less cow whips, which promoters are using to explain the term cracker.’ " 

It is understandable why some people want to believe the term ‘cracker’ came from whips.  After all, who wants to tell people, 
“Yes, my family has been in Florida for generations.  My ancestors were dishonest, shiftless and insipid.”  

But back to the Cracker horse again.   Like many of you, I have read A Land Remembered, a very popular, fictionalized history 
of Florida.  In that book, the author consistently uses the term “marshtackies” when referring to the Florida Cracker horse. And   
I once described them as that to some of our visitors. But I was wrong. According to the Wikipedia article on the Florida Cracker 
horse: 

“The Cracker horse is very similar in type and genetics to the Carolina Marsh Tacky and the Banker horse, both    
Spanish-style breeds from the eastern United States, but DNA testing has proven that these are separate breeds.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                
You never stop learning.   
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         Sugar Cane this year 

             Stephanie Bartsch, State Park Range             9/29/2021 

After a super dry spring that refused to dissolve the fertilizer followed by a super wet summer that gave the weeds a boost and 
smothered the cane Jacob, Krista and I just finished cleaning up the cane. Last Friday, thankfully Tony came out to take a look at it. 

He’s been so helpful with advice throughout the season, yet, he wasn’t here, and it shows.  Us newbies are still learning farming.  

It’s not as bad, as Tony imagined from what I told him, but it ain’t great, either. 

We’ll have enough cane for Cane Day. We’ll do one boil this year. The best of our cane we’ll save to replant two long rows. The 
row Tony and I planted last season didn’t come up at all.  But at least, after reading a lot of scientific articles about growing sugar 
cane we have an idea about why it didn’t grow.  We won’t make that mistake again. To be on the safe side, only two short rows of 
old cane will be eliminated.  If the new rows come up next year, we can retire more old rows next season and plant more to rejuve-
nate our stock.  

Our OPS workers are fantastic.  But since they haven’t been with us, yet, for an entire season and since we are lacking our farmer, 
we all need time to get the hang of running a farm with animals and crops in addition to keeping the park operating.  On top of that 
the wet summer caused about a tree a week to hit one of our many fences.  To clean those up and to repair fences took up a big part 
of our time that we didn’t spend on bush hogging or hoeing.  A great thanks goes to our Park Service Specialist Sandra and to our 
Park Manager Gabby, who both pitched in where they could with mowing, chain sawing, tractor lessons and more.  And not to for-
get our volunteers Tom and Pete, that worked hard on cleaning up brush and branches for us to even get to where the fences needed 
to be placed. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

               Domestic Skills Group 

                     Lorraine McDowell                      

Dudley Farm has always been a working farm which means that even when the doors are closed and the gates locked, life goes 
on. Animals need feeding, crops need weeding and plants need watering.   

One of the fun volunteer activities that had to be put on hold was Domestic Skills which as it sounds relates to indoor things.  We 
are ready to get back to life as it was, so anyone wanting to try quilting or learn to make rag rugs from fabric scraps or has a skill 
to crochet or knit you are invited.   

If you would like to learn some other craft we may be able to help with that too.   Our Commissary counts on our handcrafted 
items to sell.  Being a Commissary Keeper is a volunteer opportunity also.  Our Domestic Skills Group meet on Wednesday 
mornings from 9:30 to 11:00 in the Visitor Center.  Come join us. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

       Editors note:  Lorraine McDowell is an invaluable volunteer, she is an active part of:                                                                                                            
  The Domestic Skills Group, the Soil Sisters, Entrance Sign manager, a Commissary Keeper                             

  and is on the Board of Directors of the Friends of Dudley Farm.            Thank you Lorraine!                    G 

 

                   Stephanie  &  Krista 

 

            Sandra  &  Norm 

 

                Irma  &  Lorraine 

                  Positivism 

             Don’t use your energy to worry.                                                                         

       Use your energy to believe, create, trust, grow, glow, manifest and heal.                                        

    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                                                       

           A good laugh and a long sleep are the best cure in the doctors book.  ~ Irish proverb 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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             The Friends of Dudley Farm       

    Citizens Support  Org. 

                    Board of Directors        

President:                   Emelie Matthews 

Vice President:          Gayle Ambrose 

Secretary:                  Archie Mathews 

Treasurer:                 Grace Neagle     

Past President:          Art Wade 

                     Board Members                                

Cydney Wade;          Lorraine McDowell; 

Susan McNulty;       Norm Tankersley;  

         Gloria  Hughes 

              Committee Chairpersons             

Commissary CEO:     Norm Tankersley 

Correspondence:         Susan McNulty   

Dudley Fam. Collections:  Chris Smith     

                     &   Pat Fitzpatrick 

Entrance Sign:        Lor raine McDowell   

                     &   Gloria Hughes          

Heritage Plant Nursery:   Irma Riley 

Journal  Publisher:       Glor ia Hughes    

Journal  Proofreader:   Pat Svor inich 

Webmaster:                 Irma Riley  

               Park Service Specialist          

Sandra Cashes        ~        352-258-6648 

Park Office              ~        352-472-1142 

                Notes from the Board of Directors Meeting                    
 August 20, 2021                                                     by Gloria Hughes   

The Board of Directors meet on the third Monday of each month,  6:00 to 8:00pm.   

Board Meetings on odd numbered months, Planning Meetings on even numbered 

months.  Meetings are held at the Woman’s Club in Alachua.                                    

All Friends of Dudley Farm members are encouraged to attend these meetings.    

Meeting called to order by President, Emelie Mathews. A Quorum is present with 

Lorraine McDowell, Gayle Ambrose, Grace Neagle, Norm Tankersley, Gloria 

Hughes, Archie Matthews.   The State Park System, the Membership Committee and 

the Collections Group is not represented. 

Special events ~ The only event planned is the Plant Sale ~ October 9th.     9 to 1.    

Commissary report by Norm ~ Keeper, Jim Dekel will return to duty by Cane Day.  

We have reinstated Covid precautions,  the table is back on the porch with sanitizing 

essentials, masks, etc.   Norm will be present on the 9th to help with credit card ma-

chine purchases. Inventory is very good, toy shipment is in and they’re selling very 

well.  The store is in need of the Domestic Skills Group’s hand make items which 

was always in demand.  Plants are selling, all tags in plant pots must stay with the 

plant as instructions for the purchaser, Irma said!  Plastic bags are needed, the kind 

groceries are packed in at the supermarket.  Volunteers are needed!                        

Norm wants to have more of the Ben Pickard Dudley book printed, inventory is low. 

Quotes from Renaissance Printing, good until Oct. 1st. is 500 books at $7.19 each or 

250 books @ $8.12 each.  A discussion ensued, a vote was taken and passed to order 

500 books printed.                                                                                                  

 Joel and Polly Smith donated 390 plant pots for use at the Nursery.      

Archie reported a question from Cydney Wade: would it be beneficial to sell 1/2 bags 

of our corn meal?  Through discussion it was decided that when preparing corn bread 

four cups are needed and the cost of smaller size bags would not be cost effective. 
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Cane Day is impacted by pandemic restrictions.  We do not know what this years event will be like.  State reps are not present.  

Advertising would have begun already, all is on hold.  

The display cabinets in the Visitors Center need to be refreshed with different Dudley family artifacts.  The present items have 

been there much too long.  Items on display in these cabinets should be refreshed every four months, at least ( according to articles 

in previous Journals) “to help educate the public about items the Dudley family used”. 

Emelie met with JR, State Planning Representative, about plans for the Education Building.   Norm with the architect reviewed 

changes to the plan required by Tallahassee, the revisions have been e-mailed to Gabbie Paxton, Park Service Manager.           

Contractor will need a property survey, Sandra said that there are two past surveys of the property.  There is some progress.  

Emelie speculated about a “non event”.  A get-together of members, volunteers and friends doing something interesting ~ don’t 

know yet what, who, when or theme.  Just a thought, possibly worth exploring.  We’d love to have more activities at the park like 

it used to be. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

   The Planning Meeting of August 17th covered topics of importance: 

Dudley Farm’s National Historic Landmark distinction was one of the items discussed at length.                                                      

It was reported that the bronze plaque is on its way.  It was the State Park Service’s obligation to request it.  A ceremony/event/  

celebration will be planned to commemorate this, well deserved, honor and the place-

ment of the plaque on a building at the farm.  To that purpose Gabbie and park service 

associate, Cliff,  had a meeting with Newberry’s Mayor, Jordon Marlowe.                                            

District is in the process of arranging for a celebration of Dudley Farm’s National His-

toric Landmark status.  

We are all looking forward to this long awaited day of recognition for our very special 

historic Dudley Farm.  It is a one-of-a-kind historic farm in the Florida Park System 

known as Dudley Farm Historic State Park.                                                               

   We’ll inform you of date and time. 
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       PAGE FROM THE PAST               ~                          MAY/JUNE 1997 

 

 
  Dudley Farm Journal                                                                                                    Volume 25, Issue 5   September/October 2021 



8 

  We hope that you will support these generous advertisers who contribute                                   

            to the printing and distribution of this Journal: 

 Friends of Dudley Farm              

18730 W. Newberry Rd.             

Newberry, Florida 32669 

 
       To become an advertiser, supporting our Journal at $25. per issue, please contact Gloria Hughes - yousguys58@gmail.com 

 

  

    


