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                The Friends of Dudley Farm Membership Categories:          

                      Student     -    yearly    -    $10.                   Corporate    -    yearl y     -    $200.     

                    Individual    -    yearly         $20.                  Organization / Club   -  yearly   -   $80.                                  

                                                   Family (same address)     -   yearly   -  $30.                          

                       Life Individual     -    $350.                                               Life Couple   -   $550. 

                     Yearly membership runs from January 1st to December 31st. 

                                                                      

                                 ******Friends of Dudley Farm, CSO ******  

                  BOARD of DIRECTORS  -  2017-2018  - COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

                              President:                 Emelie Matthews             386-462-3016  

                                                        emeliedudley@zoho.com 

                             1st. Vice President:    Gayle Ambrose       -     352-378-7507          

                             Treasurer:                   Grace C. Neagle      -      gn228@att.net   

                              Secretary:                   Archie Matthews    -      386-462-3016  

                              Past President:          Art Wade       -      wade.lwr@gmail.com 

                            BOARD MEMBERS: 

                             Cydney Wade - Gayle Ambrose – Grace C. Neagle - Gloria Hughes   

                             Lorraine McDowell - Susan McNulty - Norm Tankersley    

                            COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS: 

                             Nursery: Irma Riley                    Commissary: Norm Tankersley  

                            Collections:   Bob Spangenberg  -  Vada Horner  

                            Webmaster: Irma Riley    Publicity: Irma Riley & Gloria Hughes  

                            Entrance Sign:    Lorraine McDowell    and    Gloria Hughes 

                            The Dudley Farm Journal:   Gloria Hughes  

                            Park Service Specialist ~ Sandra Cashes - 352-258-6648 

                            Sandra.Cashes@dep.state.fl.us              Park Office – 352-472-1142 
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                         Membership Reminder 

      We are diligently working to compile an updated, accurate list of our        
Friends of Dudley Farm,  Citizen Support Organization, members.  Yearly 
membership is from  January 1st  to  December 31st.     If you would like 
to help  Dudley Farm Historic State Park  as a member of it’s  CSO kindly 
renew your membership if you haven't already done so.    The Fall Farm 
& Cane Festival, December 1st,  would be a perfect time to do so.                              

We hope to see you at the festival.                                               Thank you! 

 

mailto:wade.lwr@gmail.com
mailto:Sandra.Cashes@dep.state.fl.us


                                                                  Our Mission Statement 

   OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPOETING PRESERVATION AND THROUGH  

           EDUCATION  AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK, A ONE OF A KIND LATE 1800’S  FARM. 
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National Public Lands Day  -  September 22, 2018 

   

A great  big THANK YOU to all the extraordinary volunteers who  participated in this years NPLD event.  

We re-planted original Dudley plants, bring heritage plants back that were disappearing through time.  

We weeded, removed exotic plants and cleaned-up trails.  The publics response to this national effort 

to enhance public lands was wonderful.  

Quilt Day along with The Heritage Nursery Plant Sale and Collectors Corner - Oct. 6th  

This educational, interesting and fun event brought visitors to our park with many different interests. 

We are grateful to the Quilters of Alachua County Day Guild for conducting two presentations.                          

Karen Cicio for her quilt presentation.   The Levy County Quilt Museum for their contribution.                 

Our Domestic Skills Group and the park staff for all their hard work.     ~Cindy Frost                                 

We thank:  The Gator Whittlers for demon-

strating their craft and entertaining visitors.                             

The Collectors who shared their passion for 

unique and interesting items.                                                            

The Heritage Nursery Plant Sale was a great suc-

cess.  The ‘Soil Sisters’ under the leadership of 

Irma Riley 

Lilly,  pictured at right, is one of our delightful 

“Dudley Girls”  who enjoy dressing as the chil-

dren of the 1800’s and meeting visitors to the 

park.       Lilly is the grand daughter of Lorraine 

McDowell.               Picture taken at the event. 



 

             THIS  YEARS   FESTIVAL  QUILT                                                                               

Each year the very talented Domestic Skills Group 

works to create a quilt in preparation for the annual  

Fall Farm & Cane Festival,  always held on the first Sat-

urday of December.   As a fund raiser, to help support 

DFHSP, tickets are sold for the opportunity to possibly 

be the lucky owner of that years quilt.  The beautiful 

quilt shown here, the 9 patch quilt, is this years offer-

ing.     Tickets are $2. each or 3 for $5.     The Domestic 

Skill Group replicate hand work skills of the past.  

You’re invited to join them at 9:30am each Wednesday 

in the Visitors Center.  

                                                  The Fall Farm & Cane Festival  ~  Saturday, December 1st, 2018 

Enjoy even more old-time craft demonstrations such as grinding corm into cornmeal and grits,  iron-                                                                                                                                                          

smithing,  wood working  and washday demonstrations  and  old-time music.                                      

There will be old-time children’s activities and toys,  a quilt drawing and vendors are all featured on 

this living history day. 

           We hope to see you on Saturday, December 1st 

          Celebrate Dudley Farm Historic State Park’s 29th 

                          Fall Farm & Cane Festival.  

 

       Please remember to renew your CSO membership 
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                                                             Thank you!!  -  We are very grateful to: 

 Paula Russo who submitted a grant request to Clay Electric Cooperative for money to support          
 school bus trips to Dudley Farm Historic State Park.   $4,700. was granted. 

 Our advertisers, see back page.  Please support those businesses who help support us. 

 The park staff and all of our faithful volunteers who do so much for our park. 

                                                      Wish list  ~  We are in need of: 

 Commissary Keepers so the ‘store’ will be open during park hours, just 3 to 4 hour shifts as often  
 as you can.   

 A small chainsaw. 

 A small trash can for the Dudley Farm Heritage Nursery. 



 
                                                Restoration Day (National Public Lands Day)  

Dudley Farm gardens had a wonderful and very productive day on Sept 22 when several dozen people 

(adult and kids) volunteered for National Public Lands Day.   Our main focus was on restoring some of the 

garden plants which over the years have declined in number. This was a special opportunity to bring these 

heritage plants back to the gardens.  Ninety bulbs were planted including red and yellow hurricane lilies, 

snowflakes, jonquils and white gladiolus (which are part of the "white garden bed").  We planted yellow 

shrimp plants, bridal wreath, Jacobinia and a large angel trumpet. In the process of doing all this planting, 

much weeding was also accomplished, something that is ALWAYS needed.   Roses were fertilized and 

mulched and invasive yam was removed.  We also cleared around the back grape arbors and took out 

some very large logs!                                                                                                                                                            

"Great job" to all our volunteers!                                                                                                          ~ Irma Riley 
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                                 KIDS DAY    Nov 10,   10am to 2pm     “Take a Drink”.                                         

Refresh yourself with an old-fashioned drink that would have been served on Dudley's back porch. 

What was a typical drink of the 1880's to the 1920's? Join us on the second Saturday of the month 

for our Dudley Kids Day. Children ages 5 and up and adults alike can join in the fun.  There are hands 

on demonstrations, craft, old-fashioned games and even some education.  Learn about history and a 

farming way of life.                                                                                                                                                                                            

~~~~~~~~~~  December’s KIDS DAY  is entitled “Postcards”.   Come join In the fun.  ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

       From FLORITA GREENKEEPER                                          “SMALL THINGS CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE” 

The latest trend in coffee is cold brewed.   Do it yourself and save on your utility bill, eliminate plastic pods 

and paper filters !    It has numerous health benefits;  it's less acidic and it's antioxidant rich.   Prepare 8-24 

hours ahead using room temperature water, ground coffee ( I add cinnamon and cardamom ),  a container 

and a strainer.   I prefer glass and use a French Press coffee maker.  Refrigerate the concentrate for up to a 

week,  heating it for consumption is always an option.    Compost the grounds or spread over your lawn ! 

``~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~``  



 

 Our extremely talented and faithful Dudley Musi-

cians, shown here, playing lovely old time music 

for everyone's enjoyment.                                 

                                                                    SANDRA’S TIDBITS 

Good Autumn Everyone!  Yes, it finally feels like autumn has arrived, and I hope it stays like this for a 

while.  We, here at the farm, are forever moving forward with many things.   

Ashley, the new ranger, has now moved on to greener pastures, and we wish her well!  She was asked 

to become the manager of the Park Service sign shop.  How awesome is that. For her that is, not for us 

- LOL.  

We have, through the generosity of the CSO, purchased some new cedar shakes for the sweet potato 

house, and not a minute to soon.   : o   As the shingles on there are not doing too well.  Hopefully a 

new ranger is around the corner. 

We have moved into our new event season once again.  Lots of great events are lined up as usual for 

the fall, winter and spring season.  Check out the flier; come visit us during the event or volunteer for a 

day.   

Tony and I are by ourselves, for now, holding down the fort, er - farm.  If anyone can help with strip-

ping or cutting cane; boils or anything else please let us know. 

And finally.  New turkeys!  We have 3 new turkey now; Sir Thomas, Thomasina and Tawny.  Come out 

and meet them, they are as cute as can be! 

 

While at the farm come visit the newest turkeys.  

They love ‘talking turkey’ with our visitors. 

                                                                                OUR VISION STATEMENT 

               Dudley Farm Historic State Park Preserved for the Appreciation of Future Generations 
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    Visit us at www.FriendsofDudleyFarm.org                                      Like us on Facebook 
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                                                                      Sugar  Cane 
 
                                                    by Sally Morrison 

 

      The Dudleys cultivated 3-5 acres of sugar cane each year, using a variety of red cane often seen 
around Alachua County even today.  The cane was harvested after a light frost, which made it sweet-
er, but before the first hard freeze (which would have crystallized the sugar out of the juice). 
     The harvest, then as now, is very labor intensive as our C.S.O. cane cutters well know.  Each stalk 
must be stripped of leaves, the top cut off, and then chopped through at the base.  The cut stalks are 
loaded into a wagon and then hauled back to the cane shed to have the sweet juice squeezed 
out.  One small wagon load [about the same s one good pick-up truck load] provides enough juice to 
fill a 60-gallon kettle. 
     Miss Myrtle’s nephew, George McLarty, described working in the cane field as “a discomforting 
task”.  The cane plant has short hair-like structures containing an irritant that “will set you a’fire” … 
and that’s only the beginning of the process. 
     For 2-1/2 hours at a crack, the mule walks in circles, turning the cane mill as its three rollers crush 
the cane stalks.  Stalks are fed into the mill by hand,  Juice from the cane pour out of the mill and 
through a burlap screen into a wooden barrel.  When the barrel is full, it’s rolled over to the furnace 
and poured out into the big iron kettles for boiling.  Once the kettles are full, the furnace fires are lit 
and the process of boiling the juice into syrup begins. 
     After 3-4 long hours of rigorous boiling, the syrup thickens down to the perfect consistency (Mr. 
Hubert knows when it’s done!)  It flows through the wooden pipe into the hand-hewn trough in the 
bottling room next door.  Once it is just cool enough to handle, the women begin filling glass bottles 
with the rich, dark honey-gold syrup.  While the next batch of syrup was a-makin’, the children en-
joyed candy pulls, pulling on the thickening sugar to make a taffy-like candy. 
     Here at the Dudley Farm, syrup=making lasted from Thanksgiving to Christmas.  Neighbors 
brought their cane and a horse or mule to turn the mill and used the Dudley furnace for their boil-
ings.  It’s a double kettle operation and the only one we know of, so far.  The kettles were also used 
for hog-scalding and soap-making through the year. 
     By the 1950s, the syrup complex at the farm had fallen into dis-use.  When the Florida Park Service 
received the farm in the 1980’s. the mill had been dis-assembled and the syrup house was leaning 
heavily against a mulberry tree.  The stone furnace was cracked and crumbling.  Nash Kennedy be-
gan the restoration of the sugar house in 1989.  The work included a new roof as well as numerous 
replacement posts and poles.  David Reddy (Bureau of Florida Folklife) completed a study of cane 
mills and syrup making in the area shortly after and documented the Dudley’s and Hurbert Davis’ 
cane mill operations. 
     Bobby Schrader and Jerry Hudson restored the furnace.  After removing the two 60-gallon iron 
kettles, they literally rebuilt the furnace from the inside out.  They even used an old crosscut saw to 
cut the sandstone blocks to fit (just as the old-timers did.) 
     In 1991, on Miss Myrtle’s 90th birthday, the tradition of cane-grinding and syrup-making at the 

Dudley Farm was revived after 40-some years.  The tradition continues, as does the Dudley Farm.  A 

family get-together for many families, old and new, who share a love of the land and the joy of a 

fruitful harvest. 

  Article from the Past               Volume 3 — Number 4                December 1998 



 


