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       Notes from the Board of Directors Meeting of October 16, 2017  
                                                                                                         By Gloria Hughes 
 
Emelie Matthews, President, call the meeting to order . 
Gabbie Paxton, Park Manager, explained and apologized that he could not stay the entire meeting.  Hurr icane 
Irma was over whelming, he and the staff have been kept extremely busy.  Gilchrist County’s Blue Springs State Park 
has been added to his responsibilities in addition to Dudley Farm Historic SP; O’Leno & River Rise SP’s.  
Jim Dresser brought up the subject of the planned Pavilion.  The state has had the   placement in an inappropri-
ate and impractical location.  This must be remedied.  Gabbie was unable to attend the last Board Meeting when this was 
discussed.  He said that he “will work with and through anything, as long as it makes sense we’ll get it done”.   Jim stat-
ed that he remembers well how difficult the effort to change the location was, how contentious the arguments were, 
along with the many ‘roadblocks’.  The planned location must be changed to the most practical site of the open and flat 
land south of the driveway between the Pause & Ponder Trail and the bathrooms, behind the fence with the roses.  
Gayle Ambrose, Vice-president, stated that we know the kind of Pavilion we want. 
Emelie offered the speculation that other  than building it from a kit, like the one the committee examined, there 
may be someone who could build it for even less cost.   
Storm tree damage.  There was a quote of $3800. for  removal of the tree that fell on  
the north side wing (lean-to) of the Repair Shop bending some steel beams.  Gabbie removed the tree at no cost!  Sandra 
said that the wall of the building had separated from the impact, a patch was made, a repair is needed. Discussion en-
sued, motion made, vote taken and passed that the CSO will pay for the needed repairs to the Repair Shop.     
Jim Dresser will head up the rehab work. 
Sandra Cashes PSS repor ted on the first Kids Day of this event season.  There were approx. 320 visitors and lots 
of first time visitors.  It was a great success! 
She is in need of sticks to make pretend horses for the next Kids Day, “Derby Day”.  Most of us have seen these wood-
en broom sticks with a horse head, the children gallop along on their imaginary high spirited steed.  All smooth sticks 
even bamboo, but not skinny ones, will do.  Please bring to Sandra. 
She informed us that the young bull that was born late, therefore left with momma when others went to market, now 
needs to go.  The paperwork has been sent to state, haven’t heard back as yet.  
We had been informed that the cattle chute had been completed.  We are now told that was misinformation.  Tony Ryan, 
park staff, will look into locating one to install. 
The Buck Stove in the old kitchen is in need of service.  Sandra is attempting to locate the r ight person with expe-
rience in that field. 
Emelie Matthews, President spoke of the Linda Rengar ts bequeathal to the CSO.  A committee consisting of 
Grace Neagle, Gayle Ambrose and herself will research all options to find the best way to invest this money.  Jim added 
that some investments are not appropriate a non-profit tax exempt organization.  And, we don’t have the people knowl-
edgeable in financial investing.  He suggested we request the cash, there is a definite benefit to liquid assets, especially 
with the possibility of building.  A report is expected at the next Board Meeting from the newly formed ‘investment 
committee’.  
Grace Neagle, Treasurer – gave her report.  There are guidelines to follow with all of our financial holdings, these will 
guide us.  Emelie: “we will treat this money wisely.”  
Tree removal.  Multiple large tr ees need to be removed.  Emelie will talk with Gabbie as to state requirements in 
hiring a person to do so.  This will be a CSO project. 
Sandra – Honoring past volunteers.  There is a sincere desir e to honor  volunteers now deceased.  There are many 
who contributed greatly to the success of this park.  Through their love, devotion and hard work helped to create this 
jewel within the Florida park system. A discussion ensued as how to respectfully acknowledge, honor and memorialize 
these wonderful individuals.  This discussion will continue in the near future and a decision made.  
Publicity – Jim Dresser spoke of the importance of publicity for  our  park and special events.  Irma covers the 
website and the electronic media.  Since Gloria left publicity no one has stepped in.  Gloria has volunteered to cover 
publicity through this event season. 
The Alachua County Hospitality Council meeting at DFHSP on Oct. 4th.  Emelie served food, dr inks and extended 
Dudley Farm hospitality.  Though poorly attended it is still a good contact and was good publicity for our CSO and park.    
Membership.  Anne Hair , our  membership person since the very ear ly days of the CSO is now stepping down.  
Thank you Anne for the 20 years of service you devoted to the  
CSO and to Dudley Farm Historic State Park.  It will take a committee to fill your shoes!  

~ Consider attending the next meeting,  We’d love to know that you care enough to attend. ~  
 
 



 Tribute to Clare 
     By Cindy Frost 
I met Clare Shoemyen at Dudley Farm Historic State Park in the summer 
of 2011.  She immediately invited me to join the Domestic Skills Group 
on Wednesday mornings and encouraged me to work in the Commissary.  
With a sparkle in her eye, she shared her skills and her love of plants -- 
and let me tell you, her needlework was impeccable!  Clare was the one 
who could identify and tell you about any plant you could find.  She 
seemed especially fond of Roselle. 
One of my most pleasant memories of her took place when my aunt and 
parents visited The Farm.  I have shared the story before, but I don’t 
think you’ll mind if I repeat it.  The four of them were all about the same 

age (in their mid 80s) and they exchanged stories, memories, and laughter spurred by the items in the farm-
house and kitchen.  Although they literally grew up worlds apart, they made a connection with one another 
that afternoon and I had the honor to witness it.  As always, she made her guests feel welcome, even though 
it was not even her house.   
As time went on, I eventually had the privilege to visit with her in her home 
with a cup of tea and a cookie (or two).  Plants adorned the inside and out.  We 
were surrounded by books and paintings.    
Most of our visits, however, took place at the park -- either “rocking” on the 
Commissary porch or crafting in the Visitor’s Center.   
Clare was always thoughtful and gracious.  Not too many years ago, she gave 

handmade, origami gifts to all the park volunteers as a “thank you” for helping 

at the farm.  I believe she said her son-in-law, Jim,  had helped her make them, 

but even so, it must have been a large undertaking.  Even the envelope was 

handmade – a folded piece of cardstock carefully stitched down each side to 

form a pocket.  Just today, I came across that blue envelope pocket.  On the 

front it was inscribed, “Cindy, Thanks, Clare.”  I opened the seal once again to 

release the carefully folded, golden crown.  It is simply elegant – just like her.   

Upcoming events: 
 
Kids Day - Dudley Derby - Nov. 11th. - 10:00 to 2:00   
Have fun making a stick horse, and having horse races. Children and adults alike, ages 5 to 65, can join in the fun! There are hands 
on demonstrations, crafts, old fashioned games and even some education. Learn about history, and a farming way of life.   
 
Fall Farm and Cane Festival - Dec. 2nd. - 9:00 to 3:00  
See an original Florida working farm from the post Civil War to the 1940s as they grind sugar cane and boil it into cane syrup. Old-
time craft demonstrations such as grinding corn into cornmeal, blacksmithing, woodworking, and washday demonstration. Also chil-
dren's activities and toys, old-time music, quilt drawing and vendors are featured on this living history day. 
 
Kids Day - Holiday Trees - Dec. 9th. - 10:00 to 2:00  
Create a holiday tree, have some fun!  Children and adults alike, ages 5 to 65, can join in. There are hands on demonstrations, crafts, 
old fashioned games and even some education. Learn about history, and a farming way of life.   
 
New Years Eve - 10:00am - Starting the New Year right, a day early - "First Day Hike". 
Take a hike into the old farmstead area where the original dogtrot style house was situated at one time. This will bring you back in 
time, years before the 1880s farmstead was developed. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPORTING 

PRESERVATION, AND THROUGH EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK. 
A ONE OF A KIND LATE 1800'S FARM. 

Pictured: Clare's special touch, enhancing table décor for guests & CSO Pres. Art Wade presented Clare with 
Director of Emeritus Certificate.  



                    Thank you! - We are grateful to: 
*  Tom Fasulo delivered another very large bag of yarn and other material for use by   
        the Domestic Skills group. This donation is from Haven Hospice Attic, on NW 8th 
       Ave. G’ville.  FYI: the Attic has an aisle devoted to craft materials at very low cost 
*  Allen Shapiro of Grandifloria Nursery for another generous gift of plants.and trees.  
          Also, two sections of approx. 30’ of weed barrier.  
          And an antique Honey Extractor.   
*  The Domestic Skills Group for their continued support of the Commissary through  
           donations of their creative and beautiful handmade items. 
*  Member and volunteer, Terry Byatt, who is working with Lizzy, our  Cracker   
           horse.  Teaching this intelligent gal some fun performance moves. 
*  Bill Dunk   for  yet another  large bag of plastic plant pots for  the Heritage Nursery.  
*   All of our new members of the Fr iends of Dudley Farm.  Thank you for joining  
            our Citizens Support Organization, helping to support our historic state park. 
                    *********************************************** 

                              Wish List – We are in need of: 
*    Plastic plant pots for  the Dudley Farm Her itage Nursery.   
          All sizes - especially the 4" & 6” size to pot small starter plants now. 
*    Patio stones   for  the Plant Nursery.  18” X 18” one dozen needed.  
*    Sticks to make Kids Day 'horses' for “Derby Day” on Saturday. the 11th.        
         See Sandra. 
*   Commissary Keepers so the 'old store'  will be open dur ing park hours, Wed thru  
         Sunday.  Just 3 to 4 hour shifts as often as you can.  All sales at the Commissary  
         support the park. 
*    More C S O members.  We need to substantially increase our membership. 

Sandra’s Tidbits 
It has been a wonderful summer with lots getting done at the farm.  We have replaced old gates with new 
ones; we have cleaned up the debris after the hurricane; we have tended the fields and watered the garden; 
we have seen Lizzy make herself at home.  Our events have started and there are now 3 under ‘our belt’, 
with a handful of others to go.  
Eight new calves have been born within the last few months.  Cooler weather has, hopefully, set in.  The 
chimneys have been swept, the old wood stove has been inspected, the farm house was cleaned up and cob-
webs banished, and Tony is working on the cane complex for our upcoming boils.  The cane is being 
stripped and some of the cane will soon be cut.  Bill Dunk has ordered the bottles for the syrup.  Norm 
keeps on top of commissary inventory. 
Days come and go; the farm keeps ticking like a ‘well-oiled’ machine.  Little (tongue in cheek) Suzie-Q is 
showing her age and moving a little slower.  Tommalina (our lady turkey) is REALLY old but still has 
some flight left in her, and Tom is as ornery as ever.  Another year is nearly gone but the farm keeps on and 
the visitors are happy. 
Thank you everyone for helping Dudley Farm be the wonderful historic place to visit. 
Sandra, PSS 

Fun at Kid’s Day 
Archie Matthews & Bill Dunk 

at the Syrup Complex 



Page from the Past 



Reviews from TripAdvisor ~ Interesting!  
 
Robert M 
Homosassa, Florida 
Reviewed 3 days ago  
A nice state park to spend a couple hours. The farmstead is in great shape, allowing you to wander and imagine yourself 
living there at the turn of the 20th century. Really liked this place and HIGHLY recommend a visit if your in the area.  
 
J Statler 
Reviewed 2 weeks ago  
This is an excellent historic park that provides a unique glimpse into Florida's past. You can walk through the whole 
place in about 2 hours. The various buildings provide insight into how hard it was to live without our modern conven-
iences, having to grow your own food, turn sugar cane into syrup, raise chickens, etc. It's definitely worth a visit. 
 
everidges 
Newberry, Florida 
Reviewed August 28, 2017  
Has a lot of events which remember the past/old days all, and many activity for children through out the year.  
 
DonnaY 
Reviewed July 10, 2017  
A real working farm from long ago. It is quite a learning experience with the old farmhouse ...beautiful property...and 
much more. They have a cool gift store too and a small information center. Definitely worth a trip to see.  
 
Carrie C 
Gainesville, Florida, United States 
Reviewed June 21, 2017  
In the dry season, this is a great location for family and kids. My son loves to play with the old hand pump. Historical 
buildings, mules, cows, chickens... there's a nice bit for kids to see and do. 

Past Cane Days Past Cane Days 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK PRESERVED FOR THE APPRECIATION OF FUTURE 

GENERATIONS. 



2017 Quilt Day 
By Cindy Frost 

Was It Worth It? 
What happens when you work very hard to put on an event and hardly anyone shows up?  Is it really worth going to all 
the trouble of planning and preparing only to be disappointed?   
I don’t have the final attendance numbers for the 2017 Quilt Day and Plant Sale, but it was strikingly obvious that the 
turnout was poor.   I understand that there were reasons for it – weather uncertainty, oppressive humidity, the Gator 
homecoming weekend, or a local festival, but it was still disappointing.  We were very enthusiastic about the special pro-
grams we offered and the interesting things we had to share.  We had worked hard to prepare and set up, only to see very 
few chairs filled.   
However, there are things that measure success besides number of attendees.  Let’s look at some of those.   
I believe the program we presented went well.  The bed-turnings featuring Katherine Armstrong quilts were very in-
formative and entertaining.  They were well-done. The quilts were beautiful.  We learned a lot in preparing.   And… we 
had a great time doing it. 
We had significant interaction with our guests.  The Quilt As You Go method (aka: Fun and Done) sparked quite a bit of 
interest, questions, and participation.   During the bed-turnings, guests felt free to share their wisdom and experiences 
back and forth with us.  It wasn’t just us teaching them, but we all shared with each other. 
We made promising future connections with people.  I know of at least one person that was excited about the possibility 
of becoming a park volunteer and left with a volunteer application in hand.  Another friend indicated that she was going 
to bring her grandmother’s quilt tops for possible donation.  The Quilt Guild offered to partner with us to provide speak-
ers or instructors for next year’s program.   
I was concerned about the disappointment of vendors and collectors – after all, we don’t want to lose them.  I spoke to 
several who were very understanding and overheard others talking about seeing each other at future Dudley events.  
I understand Plant sales and Quilt ticket sales went well, too.   
I think the one thing that helped me put the event into perspective and touched my heart was when I saw one of our 
guests walking to her car with a quilt that she had purchased.    She choked back tears and literally hugged the quilt tight-
ly as she walked by – like she was being reunited with a long-lost friend.  I don’t know the details of her story, but it was 
apparent that she had found a treasure – something that moved her deeply.  Perhaps it included a fond memory of days 
gone by or a reminder of a dear friend or family member.  Obviously, the 2017 Quilt Day at Dudley Farm was worth it 
for her; and therefore, it was worth it for me. 

Friends of Dudley Farm CSO Membership Categories: 
 

     Student                            $10.                   Corprate                       $200. 
     Individual                         $20.                  Life Indivial                 $350. 
     Family (same address)   $30.                   Coupl Life                     $550. 
     Organizations/Clubs       $80.   
 
                                         Our Life Members 

 
           Basesky     Stuart                               Mitchell   Peggy   
           Bello     Ann Marie                            Morrison   Sally      
           Crossman     Scott & Sherry              Schmitt     Pete  
           Davis    Hubert                                  Spangenberg     Robert B.  
           Drummond     Elizabeth                    Stettbacher        Joan L. 
           Fasulo     Thomas R.                         Summer       Stephanie  
           Hufty      Carolyn                              Waggoner    V. Suzann  
           Hunt       E.L.Roy 

The New Sugar Cane Complex Cane Syrup Ready for Sale 



UP-COMING EVENTS 
 

Nov. 11th ~ Kids Day ~ 10 to 2:00 
Derby Day fun 

Dec.  2nd ~ Fall Farm & Cane Day 
Lots of activities ~ fun for all 

Dec. 9th ~  Kids Day ~ 10 to 2:00 
fun making Holiday Trees 

New Years Day Hike ~ 10:00 
 

The Domestic Skills Group meet each 
Wednesday at the Visitors Center at 9:30 

Friends of Dudley Farm, Inc. 
  18730 W. Newberry Road 

  Newberry, Fl.  32669 

 **** Friends of Dudley Farm, CSO ****  
              Board of Directors  2017 
 
President:           Emelie Matthews - 386-462-3016   
                              emelie@ufl.edu    
Vice President:   Gayle Ambrose    352-378-7507   
Treasurer:          Grace C. Neagle  -  gn228@att.net   
Secretary:           Archie Matthews  - 386-462-3016   
Past President    Art Wade  -  wade.lwr@gmail.com  
Board members:         
Grace C. Neagle          above 
Gayle Ambrose           above 
Susan McNulty           samcnulty007@yahoo.com 
Norm Tankersley        352-363-0918       
Lorraine McDowell    lorraine824@gmail.com 
Gloria Hughes            352-474-6442   
Committee Chairpersons: 
Journal Editor: Gloria Hughes - yousguys58@gmail.com      
Journal Publisher:       Christopher Cashes 
Nursery Coordinator:  Irma Riley - irhenryr@cox.net 
         Soil Sisters:  Irma, Lorraine, Gloria, Debbie, Kim 
Collections Committee:   Robert Spangenberg  
              and          Vada Horner    vadasophie@aol.com          
Commissary Coordinator:   Norm Tankersley       above 
Membership:    Anne Hair      afinnhair@aol.com 
Webmaster:      Irma Riley      352-371-9070   
Publicity:          Irma Riley  ~  Gloria Hughes (above) 
Entrance sign:   Lorraine McDowell &  Gloria Hughes 
Sandra Cashes, Park Service Specialist - 352-258-6648   
                                        Sandra.Cashes@dep.state.fl.us 


