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              SANDRA’S TIDIBITS 

Happy November and December!  We are moving into what now feels like a bit of winter!  The days are getting cooler and some 

of the vegetation has stopped growing so fast (I am talking about you - grass!)  

After a rainy summer and lots of weeding, mowing, trimming we have a welcome change.  Now we can concentrate on a few other 

things; like repairs and cleaning.  Just like any farm, there is always something going on!   

Steve and Elaine, our resident volunteers are working hard.  Steve is the “jack’ of all trades and has done many projects.  Elaine 

has ‘whipped’ the front house flower garden back into shape.  It looks so pretty! 

Cane grinding has commenced!  That is labor intensive with the hand stripping, and hand cutting.  Then the grinding and the boil-

ing.  It is a full few days’ job for us; it must have been the same for those folks in the past.  The end result though….  delicious 

cane syrup!  Which was an important staple for the folks of the past, as sugar was not as handy then as it is now. 

We are easing back into events and will be having our Fall Harvest and Cane Festival on December 4th from 9 am to 3 pm.  We are 

also having our National Historic Landmark Dedication Celebration!  That will be taking place at 10 am near the visitor’s center.   

Come visit us if you can.  We look forward to seeing you at the farm!                                                                                    

               NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I see folks out and about; they are just tired of being couped up.  I think we will always see masks on folks and that’s okay.  I have 
seen so many trees, lights, and decorations up for Christmas already.  It’s early and usually I fuss because it should be done Thanks-
giving and after, but this year I think the sooner the better.  We need something to make us feel uplifted. 

Saturday, December 4th is our Fall Festival and Cane Day, we hope to see you there.  At 10:00am that morning, we will also have a 
ceremony celebrating Dudley Farm as a National Historic Landmark.  So excited about this and all the hard work so many put into 
this accomplishment. 

I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving, and I will see you on the 4th. 

Emelie, proud to be your president!                                                                                                                             
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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DUDLEY DATES II                                                                                                                             
          Thomas R. Fasulo 

Earlier this year, our May-June newsletter carried my article “Dudley Dates.” That article discussed missing information regarding 

the extended Dudley family, as well as inconsistencies between Pickard’s 2003 Dudley Farm book and Ballou’s 2002 “Who’s Who 

in the Dudley Family” family tree. In some instances, they also conflicted with information now on the Web in FamilySearch, Find 

A Grave, SSA records, etc. These resources weren’t available to Pickard or Ballou 20 years ago, or at least not in the detail they are 

now.                                                     

As we are in the process of updating Pickard’s book, and adding an updated Ballou’s family tree as an appendix, I was asked to do 

more research into the extended Dudley family. This is one of those cases we are all familiar with, where we look back and wished 

we had kept our mouth shut.  

Since the May-June newsletter, I’m more adept at navigating FamilySearch and Find A Grave.  This article shares some of the  in-

formation I’ve discovered. You can’t believe everything you read on the Web, and this applies to the Dudley family too. It is best to 

check information from one source against another, and that includes the volunteers in our own Collections building. For example, 

some of the original sources on Family Search are the periodic 10-year censuses. Yet they also differ. In some cases, the census tak-

er wrote down what they thought they heard, rather than what the family head said. The FamilySearch page on Mary Kirby---Joanna 

Dudley’s daughter---lists her as “Mary” (1880 census) and “Marry” (1900 census). Since the Dudleys and their related families of-

ten borrowed names from existing family members, and with further help from Janis Owens in Collections, we feel “Mary” is cor-

rect. So I corrected that and other data. I also raised a question about Edna’s teaching career. Pickard states she taught at Mayo for 

42 years after getting her teaching certificate. That contradicted information on the Web. Janis has documents indicating that isn’t 

true and Edna taught elsewhere too. We are still researching.  

The May-June article listed four different spellings for Mary M. Dudley’s—Ben Sr’s wife—middle name. I discovered a fifth 

spelling, “Magdeline,” on her grave in the Jonesville cemetery. I feel sure her family knew how to spell it correctly. My two visits to 

that cemetery revealed much information on the extended family. As a sat down before each gravestone, I felt as if I actually knew 

that person as a friend, having done so much research on them. Some of the gravestones are old and hard to read. In fact, Find A 

Grave often has a better image, as the older gravestones were cleaned before taking the photograph.  

In local sources, Ben Jr. and Fannie’s fifth daughter is listed simply as “Lelia.” Yet her gravestone in the Woodland cemetery in 

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada lists her as “Margaret Lelia.” Pickard’s book relates how she corresponded with Arthur Benner, and how 

Ben and Fannie answered his letter to them asking to let him marry Lelia. I wondered about this. Couldn’t he have just visited? Why 

did Fannie write as if she had never met him? Even Lelia’s siblings hadn’t met him. I don’t know where he was born or lived, but 

after their marriage in 1911 they “moved to Canada.” But online sources shows her first child was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1912. 

This daughter was named Lelia Margaret. 

Regarding “borrowed names” in the families, Sarah Frances “Fannie” Dudley, born 1858, was the third of thirteen children. One of 

her younger sisters was named Annie Virginia. In 1885, Fannie and Ben named their fourth daughter Annie Virginia too. Even more 

interesting is Ben Jr, had an older sister, born in late 1841, who only lived five months. She was also called Sarah Frances. Ben’s 

sister was born about 30 years before he even met Fannie Wynne. As you review the family trees of the Dudleys and the Wynne, 

Wright, McQueen, Kirby and other families they married into, you find many names used over and over for their children.  

Pickard’s book has Ben Jr, dying 27 October, 1918, but his death certificate (FamilySearch) lists his death on 28 October from 

stomach cancer. Page 21 of the book has a photograph of several people. Not knowing better at the time, I assumed it was because it 

included a photo of Laura Dudley. I now know it includes Minerva Wynne Wright McQueen and others important to the Dudley 

history. Minerva, at age 20, was one of Fannie’s younger siblings who came to live with her and Ben Jr, after their mother died. 

Minerva only stayed a year as she married Reason Wright in 1883.  They had five children.  Reason died in 1890, and in 1895    

Minerva married Charles McQueen. They also had five children, and several of Minerva’s children, as well her second husband, are 

in the photo. 

Joanna Dudley was Ben Sr. and Mary’s youngest child. In 1873, Joanna married Thomas Kirby. They had six children. One of their 

daughters was named Mary M. (Magdeline after her grandmother?). Mary later married Thomas Wynne, Fannie Wynne’s younger 

brother. So Mary actually married her mother’s brother-in-law. This sounds as if a young woman married a much older man. But, as 

large families were the norm then, children were often born many years apart, Mary was only five years younger than her husband.  

Pickard’s book mentions the ages of two of Fannie’s siblings who came to live with Ben and Fannie in 1882. Edith, younger than 

Minerva, didn’t move in as she married in 1881. I was interested in the rest. What I found answered another question.                    

            Continued on next page. 
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                  THE DOMESTIC SKILLS GROUP                                                     

In 1997 the group was called the "Historic Clothing & Quilting" and led by Karen Sherwood.  At that time their main purpose was 

to sew proper period clothing for the staff and volunteers.  

The 'Quilting Committee' was formed in 1999.  The ladies created their first quilt, Miss Myrtle's Basket, using the old-fashioned 

fabric style of burnt red and cream colored material which dominated the pattern.  Everything was done in the traditional way, tech-

niques taught by Shirley Smith and Pat Piper.  

In 2005 the Group was called the 'Domestic Skill & Traditional Crafts Work Group'.  They were a diverse group of ladies who met 

to learn or teach the traditional skills necessary for Florida's pioneer families.  Their work varied from quilting, rug braiding, pine 

needle basketry to corn shuck crafts, needlepoint and crocheting,  They made aprons for the volunteers & staff, sunbonnets and 

sewed the muslin bags for the cornmeal & grits to be sold at the Commissary.  

As time goes on, sadly, many of the older, greatly talented members have passed on or are unable to participate.  There is less par-

ticipation, less activity, less items produced to support the Commissary, less teaching and learning and less socializing.  I've been 

told that, through friendly discussion, problems have actually been solved!                                                               

During the initial lockdowns of Covid-19, when the park was closed to visitors and to any indoor activities, our group participation 

vanished. We attempted to continue our handwork at home but slowly (through this long pandemic) membership diminished.  

We would love to increase our membership, this group is like the 'sewing bee' of years ago where ladies gathered at each other's 

home to visit and bring their hand work along, there were never idle hands!     We meet every Wednesday in the Visitors Center 

9:30 until whenever.   

Please join us, bring a handcraft to work on or just come to visit.   If you have one of the old-fashioned talents to share and are will-

ing to teach us, we would greatly appreciate you sharing it with us.   In the past we were fortunate to have members who contribut-

ed even more of the 'dying art' skills by teaching us how to make things such as Pine Needle Baskets and Corn shuck Dolls.  

The Commissary greatly appreciates the hand made items which adds to the inventory at the old store.  Items like crocheted baby 

items, Rag Dolls, Rag Rugs, Rag Baskets, Pin Cushions, Patch Quilt Jackets,  Lap Quilts and of course Quilts.        

                           CANE GRINDING & BOILING ~ making Corn Syrup 

The sugar cane stalks, out in the field, have been stripped, cut 

and brought in, by wagon, to be crushed / pressed at the cane 

mill.   

Pictured ~ Four girls, visiting with their parents who are learn-

ing the process, are ‘powering the mill’.  They had fun while 

their parents at the boiling shed, in the background, viewed the 

boiling and had the opportunity to talk with our experienced 

volunteer Cane Syrup Makers. 

     There will be another ‘boil’ on Cane Day, December 4th.   

                     Join us for a great fun day!  

Needed:  The staff of Dudley Farm is in need of a self propelled garden tiller.    New, the cost is 

approximately $800.  If anyone has one, in good working order, to donate—that would be wonderful! 

If Ben Jr. met Fannie Wynne in Georgia, why didn’t they get married at her family’s home town.   Turns out they did, the last sev-
en of Fannie’s siblings were born in Gainesville, FL. 

The ages of the other six Wynne children in 1882, when they came to live with the Dudleys, were: Annie Virginia (15), Samuel 

George (13), the twins John Frederick and Thomas Walter (12), Franklyn Woodall (8) who died at age 11, and Charles Phillip (4). 

Another Wynne child born in Gainesville only lived six days. No first name is listed. A very small gravestone in the Jonesville 

cemetery lists only “Baby Wynne.”  

We now have the life spans (dd/mm/yyyy) of almost all the Dudleys and their spouses, as well as their marriage dates and number 

of children, as we do the life spans of the Wynne children who lived with the Dudleys. Those for Malinzie, Ben Sr. and Mary’s 

oldest daughter, and her husband James Williams are still not known. There is much more, but that is enough for this article.        

           ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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   A LOOK AT FLORIDA WILDLIFE                                                                                                   
                                                                               ~ Emelie Matthews 

I borrowed information from my husband’s book, “The Land in the Sunshine” a look at Florida’s Agriculture.  I’ve shared about 
cattle and I believe horses.  Now I am going to touch on wildlife in Florida. 
Florida wildlife is one of its most valued natural resources.   Both game and nongame species abound.  Deer herds and wild turkey 

flocks are at an all-time high.  Wild hogs roam the woodlands.  Florida has the largest population of bald eagles outside of Alaska.  

Because it is so far south, migratory birds come by the millions to spend the winter in Florida.  Some of the wildlife is unique and 

foreign to the rest of the country.  The fearsome-looking alligator is found in large numbers, and there is a species of crocodile 

found in the Everglades.  The black bear has a home in some of the northern counties.  The elusive Florida panther is found in sev-

eral locations of the state.  The bobcat is found throughout the state. There are some animals that are found nowhere else, such as 

the diminutive Key deer. 

 

 A full-grown Key deer 

Florida is assumed to be a land of snakes and lizards. 

To a certain extent that is true. There are more species 

of snakes and lizards in Florida than in any other state 

in the continental United States.  All but a very few 

snakes are nonvenomous, and there are no venomous 

lizards in Florida. Both the venomous and nonvenom-

ous species tend to be nonaggressive.  Some like the 

indigo snake make excellent pets, and thus have be-

come endangered in the wild.  The indigo snake and 

others have found some of their last refuges in the 

woodlands and fields of Florida. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

         HARMONY AT THE  HOMESTEAD 

New volunteers Sue Hartman, Susan Kirkland 

and Mary Caraher will be singing harmony at 

the homestead on two Wednesday afternoons a 

month beginning in December.  They will also 

visit the homestead and sing during the Cane 

Boil, December 4th, and on other special occa-

sions.  The three singers have long experience 

in harmony singing and will focus their close 

harmony on music from the late nineteenth and 

early twentieth centuries. Selections will include 

parlor music, early blues, spirituals, gospel, and 

popular music of the period. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

             THE FRIENDS OF DUDLEY FARM CITIZENS SUPPORT ORG.                      

      MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES                                                                                                        

            Student  -yearly -$10.                                                         Corporate -yearly -$200.                              

              Individual -yearly -$20.                                                      Organization -yearly -$80.                             

           Family (same address) yearly -$30.                                                                        

           Life Individual -$350.                                       Life Couple -$550.    

                                                        Yearly membership runs from January 1st to December 31st. 
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 Our mission is to enhance the visitors experience through supporting preservation        

         and through education at Dudley Farm, a one of a kind late 1880’s farm.                                                   
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             The Friends of Dudley Farm       

    Citizens Support  Org. 

                    Board of Directors        

President:                   Emelie Matthews 

Vice President:          Gayle Ambrose 

Secretary:                  Archie Mathews 

Treasurer:                 Grace Neagle     

Past President:          Art Wade 

                     Board Members                                

Cydney Wade;          Lorraine McDowell; 

Susan McNulty;       Norm Tankersley;  

         Gloria  Hughes 

              Committee Chairpersons             

Commissary CEO:     Norm Tankersley 

Correspondence:        Emelie Matthews   

Dudley Fam. Collections:  Chris Smith     

    Pat Fitzpatrick & Janis Owens             

Entrance Sign:        Lor raine McDowell    

 Gloria Hughes  & Pat Svorinich          

Heritage Plant Nursery CEO:                     

          Irma Riley                             

Journal  Publisher:      Glor ia Hughes    

Journal  Proofreader: Pat Svor inich 

Webmaster:                  Irma Riley  

               Park Service Specialist          

Sandra Cashes        ~        352-258-6648 

Park Office              ~        352-472-1142 

 
                Notes from the Board of Directors Meeting                     
 November 15, 2021                                    by Gloria Hughes   

The Board of Directors meet on the third Monday of each month,  6:00 to 8:00pm.   

Board Meetings on odd numbered months, Planning Meetings on even numbered 

months. Meetings will be held in the Visitors Center at the park until further notice.     

 All Friends of Dudley Farm members are encouraged to attend these meetings.                             

       There will be no meeting in December.                                         

      We wish all a Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!                                                  

Meeting called to order by President, Emelie Mathews. A Quorum is present with 

Lorraine McDowell, Gayle Ambrose, Grace Neagle, Norm Tankersley, Gloria 

Hughes, Archie Matthews.   The Membership Committee and the Collections Group 

is not represented.  Florida State Park Service is represented by Sandra Cashes, PSS. 

Emelie Matthew, President ~ spoke of the dilemma of how entrance to the park 

on Dec. 4th will be handled.  The City of Newberry has sent invitations to the Na-

tional Historic Landmark dedication.        Cane Day admission charge is $8.00.                             

Sandra Cashes, PSS ~ explained that bids were out to stabilize the farmhouse 

which is leaning.  She was informed that the State has a preferred Structural Engineer  

company who will be in touch with her.  The chicken house is leaning as well, State 

will send OPS, construction contractor Dale Hendricks to examine the problem.                                                

She introduced Erica Lewis who is our new Assistant Park Service Manager, she will 

be sending us ‘extra help’ on Thursday or Friday each week, either OPS or Park 

Rangers. [Update - Gilchrist Blue OPS will help us every Fri thru Sunday ’til April.]                                                                                                              

Don Mock, volunteer ~ is helping Sandra in the office, with computer  work, at 

least once a week.                                                                                                      

Janis Owens, volunteer ~ has been contacting venders for  Cane Day.            

Emelie, President ~ will be in touch the Hotels & Restaurants thru the Hospital-

ity Council.                                                                                                                

Irma Riley, Website master ~  our  Website company, Blue Dove, has not been 

 
Dudley Farm Journal                                                                                                    Volume 25,  Issue 6   November/December 2021 

cooperative.  Two corrections to the website need to be made, they do not respond to her repeated attempts to make contact with 

them.  Emelie spoke of options, ie. other companies, and suggested that Don Mock should be asked his opinion on this matter.      

Grace Neagle, Treasurer ~ distr ibuted copies of the budget, it was discussed at length, voted on and approved.                

Norm Tankersley, Commissary CEO ~ Brought up the subject of the Indoor Education Center.  Plans to build it have been 

in the ‘ten year Unit Management Plan’.  In the Fall of 2018, due to monetary limits, plans to accomplish this goal have changed.  

[Through extensive and intense discussion] a decision to build in 3 increments was voted on and approved.  New plans were drawn, 

architect hired, plans sent to Tallahassee, State suggested and requested changes were made, and we wait to hear from State.]                                                                                                                              

Norm sadly reported that Jim Deckle will not be returning as a Commissary Keeper.  The Commissary is in great need of store 

keepers, schedules not covered: Thursday, Saturday and one shift on Sunday.  [All sales at the Commissary support the 

park, the Commissary is a vital financial benefit to the park.  The store is open Tues. thru Sunday with two shifts per day: 

10am to 1pm / 1 to 4pm.  As volunteers, schedules are flexible.  Please consider becoming a Commissary Keeper.]  Weekends 

have been nicely busy with visitors, both local and from all parts of this country and beyond.                                                                                                                     

Tickets are available to possibly become owners, through two drawings, of an afghan and a quilt.                                       

Norn reported that the jams & jelly sales increased greatly since the Entrance Sign announced the sale.  Jim Deckle will pick-up the 

next supply from Blackberry Patch which will afford full inventory through Christmas.  Toys and dolls are selling well.                

We need corn cobs to make the turkey feather  spinner s.                                                                                                                               

Sandra reported for the Collections Committee.  The contents of the display cabinets in the Visitors Center will be changed, re-

freshed before the Cane Day.                                                                                                                                                                

These are my notes, not the official Meeting Minutes, I do strive for accuracy.  This was a busy meeting, not everything is included in these 

notes.  All Friends of Dudley Farm members are encouraged to attend these meetings.     My additional comments are seen in [ ].                      

 I hope to see you at the park on Dec. 4th.        Happy Holidays to you and yours!    Be well!     See you next year!         G   
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      OUR VISION STATEMENT                                                                
Dudley Farm Historic State Park preserved for the appreciation of future generations. 
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               There will be two drawings this Cane Day.  Be sure to get your tickets! 

 

This colorful ‘Pinwheel’ quilt is 

a beauty, a cacophony of  cheer-

ful colorful.      It’s warmth and 

coziness will comfort, And it’s 

bound to enhance any room in 

which it is displayed. 

 

This lovely afghan is a toasty 

warmer.  Cuddle up and relax.  

Let it lull you into a restful state 

of mind.   

 

 Tickets available at the Com-

missary now and on Cane Day. 

 

All proceeds support the park. 

          POSITIVISM ~ 11 

      What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived.                                                                    

It is what difference we have made to the lives of others that will determine                                       

          the significance of the life we lead. ~ Nelson Mandela 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                                         A recipe from the past ~ December 1998 
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       To become an advertiser, supporting our Journal at $25. per issue, please contact Gloria Hughes - yousguys58@gmail.com 

 

 Friends of Dudley Farm              

18730 W. Newberry Rd.             

Newberry, Florida 32669 

 

  We hope that you will support these generous advertisers who contribute                                   

            to the printing and distribution of this Journal: 

 


