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  Thank you!! ~ We are very grateful to: 
 
*  The Malphers family for the donation of corn to be used for children to feed the chickens. 

*  The Bagel Bakery for their donation of coffee. 

*  Publix Supermarkets,  a $100.00 gift card from Manager of Media & Community Relation, to  
    be used for our Fall Harvest and Cane Day Festival. 
*  Family of Becky Dean for the donation of household linens, items useful to the Domestic Skills 
    Group and two old timey classroom desks. 
*  An anonymous donor who gave $140 to tune the old farmhouse piano. 

*  Connie Morrison for volunteering as our newest Commissary Keeper. 

*  Gayle Ambrose for inviting and introducing us to Holly Helton and her husband Ray, she    
    explained Go-Fund-Me, an interesting way of gaining necessary funds for major projects. 
*  Cindy Frost and Irma Riley for making the trip to Trenton on our behalf to attend a presentation 
    and to learn about Quilt Blocks and the Florida Quilt Trail.  
  
Wish List ~ We are in need of: 
 
*  Volunteers. Diverse and fascinating opportunities await!   A myriad of needs to be met, we  
    need you!   Find your niche!    Call 352-472-1142 and leave a message.    
*  Hay needed as the weather is too dry. 

*  a working cattle pen to safely get the calves to market. 

*  A secure / tight storage shed. 

*  Bamboo stakes, 1/3" diameter for plant stakes. 

*  A tight Garden Storage cabinet for the Nursery. 
 
A CORRECTION - The owner of Alachua Lumber and Feed's name is Wayne Tanner.  It was  
                               reported incorrectly in the last Journal. 

Like us on Facebook     https://www.facebook.com/DudleyFarm/  

Miss Myrtle Dudley’s Pear Relish recipe: 
1 peck pears 
6 medium onions 
6 peppers, 3 red & 3 green 
2 pounds sugar 
1 tablespoon each of salt, mustard seed and celery seed 
5 cups vinegar 
 
Grind pears, peppers and onions in food grinder. 
Mix and heat to boiling vinegar, spices and sugar.   
Add pears, onions and peppers.  Cook for 30 minutes after 
it starts to boil.  Just before taking it off the stove add 2  
tablespoons (or less) turmeric for color.  Fill jars and seal. 
Delicious with all meats. 



NOTES FROM THE BOARD MEETING of October 17, 2016 
 
Art Wade, President, brought the meeting to order . Ar t asked Gabby Paxton, Park Manager, to introduce his 
new assistant. Jason Vickory, age 40, his wife is a Florida State Park Ranger stationed at Homosassa Springs SP. They 
appreciate the old ways, they are re-enactors and demonstrate food preservation before refrigeration.  
Gabby explained that they have been cleaning up after hurricane Matthew’s destruction at the coast. There was an over-
sight as to funding for temporary staff which the CSO pays half of the salary. The CSO money must be up front. A re-
quest will be submitted to Tallahassee after July 1st.  
Sandra Cashes, Park Service Specialist, r epor ted that the event season has begun. She thanked the volunteers for  
all their help. The first Kids Day had to be postponed due to the hurricane, it was held the following week, was well at-
tended and a success! The Collections Building is under wraps, being fumigated. The investigation toward Landmark 
status will continue at the park from the 25th thru the 27th by Evelyn Causey, PHD, Historian and Architectural Historian.  
Gabby spoke encouragingly about getting done all that we want to accomplish, he said that we will get it done! 
Stephanie Barsch, Board member, spoke to the wonderful changes, growth and advancement she has seem in her ten 
years volunteering at the park. Norm Tankersley, Board member, has volunteered for eight years. He said “it’ll be the 
best park we can make it.” All encouraging words for some who consider our progress too slow. 
Sandra said the $4,395 grant will afford fifteen additional schools to visit the park.  
          Christmas Party and Annual Meeting will be held on Thursday, Dec. 15th  
                               at the Alachua Women’s Center at 6:30pm. 
                          A festive holiday party with a covered dish meal.  
The Board of Directors Annual Meeting will be held after the meal and Christmas party. Items to be covered: New 
Board members will be elected, Clarification will be made as to term limits and term rotation, Amending the By-Laws to 
reflect the necessary changes. Please consider serving on the Friends of Dudley Farm Board of Directors and / or encour-
age another who you might nominate to fill the positions soon to be vacated through rotation. Any of our Board mem-
bers can enlighten you as to the duties entailed. 
A Special Meeting, time & date voted, now called, to discuss the issues mentioned above. This Special Meeting will 
be held on Nov. 21st at 6:00pm in the Alachua Branch Library directly before the scheduled Planning Meeting. 
Anne Hair, Membership, r epor ted that to date there are 97 CSO members in good standing.  She asked for  help 
with membership, it is now a committee of one. There was no positive response from those in attendance. Jim Dresser 
will see to it that the excel program is added to her computer for efficiently. Anne suggested that we should think about 
possible nominees now in preparation for the Annual Meeting.   
Farmhouse piano ~ to be played dur ing Cane Day. A motion was made, voted and passed to spend $250. to have 
the piano serviced. Discussions continued as how to prevent our humid climate from causing continued damage. 
Other items discussed at this busy meeting: the successful Quilt Day; the Heritage Nursery’s 1st plant sale that 
brought in over $500.; the purchase of hay; upcoming cattle sales; the event tent repairs & upkeep; Commissary sales 
and orders; corn purchase; publicity and more that I haven’t the space to include. 
These are my notes, not the official minutes of the meeting, I attempt to report accurately.  
You are invited and encouraged to attend these busy and informative meetings held every even numbered month, 3rd 
Monday, at the Newberry Library, 6:00 to 8:00pm.      GH 

By-Law Amendments 

By action of the Board of Directors at a special called meeting held on November 21st, 2016, the following Bylaw 
amendments are recommended: 
  
Article V – Membership Meetings:  
2. Annual Meeting. (Cur rent wording, emphasis added) An annual meeting of the membership of the Corporation 
shall be held during the last month of each fiscal year. 
(Amendment wording, emphasis added) An annual meeting of the membership of the Corporation shall be held during 
the last quarter of each fiscal year. 
  
Rationale for amendment – the current fiscal year is the calendar year. To require that the meeting be held in December 
is restrictive, considering that schedules are usually full for December due to the holidays. 
  
Article VI – Board of Directors:  
1. Members. The sentence reading “A previous Board member may be eligible for reappointment to the Board after a 
one (1) year absence.” Is to be deleted. 
  
Rationale for amendment – persons wishing to serve on the Board of Directors who have leadership and desire to serve 
continuously should be allowed and encouraged to do so.  



Upcoming Events: 
Fall Farm & Cane Festival - Enjoying watching the traditional method of making cane 
syrup at our cane mill and syrup complex.  There will be traditional craft demonstrations, 
blacksmithing, wood working, cross cut saw demonstrations, children's games, a quilt 
drawing, music and much more.   December 3rd.  9:00am to 3:00pm.  
 
Dudley Kids, Holiday Wreaths - Join us at the farm on the second Saturday of the 
month.  Children and adults alike, ages 5 and up can join in the fun! There are hands on 

demonstrations, crafts, old fashioned games and even some edu-
cation.  Learn about history, and a farming way of life.  Dec 10, 
10am to 2pm. 
 
Decorating Dudley Farm at Christmas - You are invited to come help us decorate the farm for 
the Christmas season. We will be making wreaths from homegrown materials, tree decorations 
and popcorn strings for the tree. Dec 17, 9 to 11am. 
 
A New Year at the Park - Start it right with a visit to Dudley Farm Historic State Park.  On Jan-
uary 1st, you can join a tour that will guide the visitor around the land that was developed by PBH 

Dudley and his son (also PBH Dudley).  Walk around the 1880’s farmstead, and then talk a tour of the 
original home site area.  Remember to wear your good hiking shoes. Jan 1, 2017, 1pm to 3pm. 
 
Dudley Kids, Moo Cows - We will have a cow station where children can milk a (wooden) cow. We 
will have a hands on craft area were children can make a cow mask. And an area demonstrating butter 
making, and different types of milk. Join us at the farm on the second Saturday of the month.  Chil-
dren and adults alike, ages 5 and up can join in the fun! There are hands on demonstrations, crafts, old 
fashioned games and even some education.  Learn about history, and a farming way of life. Jan 14, 

10am to 2pm. 
 
Dudley Kids, Is This Camping? - Join us at the farm on the second Saturday 
of the month.  Children and adults alike, ages 5 and up can join in the fun! There are hands on 
demonstrations, crafts, old fashioned games and even some education.  Learn about history, and 
a farming way of life. Feb 11, 10am to 2pm. 
 
Reconstruction - Following the Civil War, many returning Confeder-

ate soldiers came home to ruined farms and a lost way of life. Having been recently freed from 
slavery, many former African American slaves had no home, income or job. Unscrupulous 
scalawags tried to make a profit off the suffering of others as they bought up ancestral lands 
for pennies on the dollar of unpaid taxes. This event is a living history recreation by re-
enactors such as cow hunters, blacksmiths, cooper/barrel maker, store keeper, women of the 
house, northern school teacher, musicians.  Take time to talk to those who have stepped back 
in time to bring this period of history alive. Feb 24 & 25, 9am to 4pm. 

A COMMISSARY KEEPER 
What is a Commissary Keeper at Dudley Farm Historic State Park? 
As one of the ‘store keepers’ I feel qualified to explain who we are and what we do. 
First of all, we are volunteers who love Dudley Farm and want to do all we can to keep it ‘alive’.  We come from many 
different backgrounds and we range in age from in our 40’s to almost 90.  We enjoy meeting and talking with new peo-
ple, here we meet visitors from all over the globe. I enjoy telling them about Mr. Oren Marchant’s Commissary, what a 
great story! Most folk start talking about the farm, its buildings, gardens and animals. It’s wonderful hearing compli-
ments about what they’ve seen. So many visitors tell of the farm that they knew when growing up and how wonderful it 
is to be able to show their families and friends how things were ‘back then’. A visit to Dudley Farm brings back great 
memories for so many and is a great example to others of the ingenuity of those pioneers before us. 
Some days we have no visitors or very few, on good days we’re nicely busy. We offer for sale mostly handmade items 
and being the Commissary is a CSO endeavor all money goes to the support of the park.   
When visitation is slow I like to sit in a rocker on the porch and read about the Dudley’s and their life on the farm. I 
might sweep the floor or dust the shelves just as the old time store keeper would do. It’s a restful time. A time that trans-
ports me back to a less hectic era when friends would stop by and sit a spell with good conversation. 
I hope you will consider joining us as a Commissary Keeper. We could really use your help.  Shifts are just three or four 
hrs. each, Wed. thru Fri. there is only one shift, 10:00 to 2:00. On Saturday and Sunday there are two shifts each day 
10:00 to 1:00 and 1:00 to 4:00. Pick a day that works for you, schedules can be flexible, we help each other out.  



OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPORTING PRESERVA-
TION, AND THROUGH EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK. A ONE OF A 
KIND LATE 1800'S FARM. 

Page from the Past 



The "Evening at Dudley" was a fun time. Thank you Emelie Mat-
thews. Emelie and Archie greeted us as we entered the back porch, Archie 
busy cooking hot dogs at the table laden with food. I didn't know it was 
going to be a feast! The homemade ice cream and cake were a big hit. I 
had two refreshing servings that warm evening, one was my all time fa-
vorite, ice cream soup - yummy! 
 
After eating and visiting on the porch we sat around the campfire roasting 
marshmallows, to enjoy either right off the stick or to make s'mores. We 
told stories, some even spooky, after all it was Halloween week-
end. Some of us wore costumes too. And there was a Costume Con-
test with four categories: Best Costume, Most Creative, Best Homemade 

Costume and Honorable Mention. The winners received framed certificates and Halloween candy.   
 
The Best Costume, without a doubt, was Princess Runamuck. She wore a stunning white authentic Native American 
dress adorn with feathers and beads. With her long black braids and fancy headband with turkey feather she was, from 
head to toe, absolutely gorgeous.  
This Indian princess was Gayle Ambrose. 
 
There was a witch among us that night whose costume was deemed Most Creative. Dressed all in black with a tall point-
ed hat, she held her trusty broom in one hand and controlled a huge black spider with the other. She was a frightening 
site to behold.  
She was Irma Riley.  
 
A sloppy looking person showed up, neck tie untied, shirt untucked, jacket and slacks looked slept in and baggy. We 
wondered until we noticed the 'PRESS' ticket sticking out of the hatband and a note pad and pencil in hand. A reporter 
from the 1940's showed up to get the scoop on what was happening that night at Dudley Farm.    
The reporter was Gloria Hughes and awarded the Best Homemade Costume.  
 
The Honorable Mention distention went to Norm Tankersley. Norm had spent the entire day representing the Korean 
War Veterans on their annual Rose of Sharon fund raising drive. Like the Poppies of WWl the Rose of Sharon repre-
sents the many lives lost during the Korean War. He didn't have time to go home to change out of his uniform so he 
came as he was and was rewarded for it. He looked mighty sharp too. 
 
Emelie, you know how to throw a party! ~ thank you! 

gh 

We held our First Annual Ice Cream Social and campfire on Saturday, October 29, 
2016.  Now Archie says the first can’t also be annual-- but we called it annual so folks 
would get the idea that it was going to happen again.  We enjoyed ice cream and hotdogs 
(cooked by one of our syrup masters – Archie Matthews).  
Now you can’t have a campfire without s’mores so Archie stopped and bought us a bunch 
of long sticks at Lowe’s and then sharpened them so we could try our luck at getting the 
marshmallow just the right shade of brown with a soft melted center.  I know they were the 
best s’mores we had had in a long time.  Of course, at least one of us either had our marsh-
mallow catch on fire or the stick itself.  There was a costume contest, you should have 
seen them.  We had advertised homemade ice cream but we had store bought.  Apparently 
none of the attendees have an ice cream churn any longer.  We had one but it has long ago 
stopped working.  Probably the story for most of us.  But what was the best part of the 
event was spending time with each other and getting to know each other better. 
Look forward to hearing about our 2nd Annual Ice Cream Social and Campfire in the fu-
ture. 
And if you have any suggestions for social events for us, let me know. 
Thanks,  Emelie 



Flower Garden 
By Kim Wheeler 

I wake up on a Thursday morning in November excited to return to the garden at Dudley Farm. 
It’s a cold morning, so I look through my closet and find some appropriate clothes to wear. Oh good, I still have that 
heavy black linen shirt and a long paisley skirt. I pull my hair in a knot at the back of my neck and lace up my black 
boots. I grab an apron and a muslin bag to complete my early 20th century look. Now all I need are my gloves. 
The drive up 241 is peaceful. I have been away for two and a half months, and I look forward to pulling weeds and col-
lecting seeds. The last time I was at Dudley, we had been cleaning beds of grasses and dandelions ensuring not to pull up 
the blue eyed grass or the coreopsis. Sandra, Irma, Diane and I were determined to make headway. We discussed the 
new Heritage nursery and the pruning of the roses. Irma was looking for white chrysanthemums to add to the front bed. 
Sandra has a class tour this morning, but she walks with me to show me all that has been accomplished and what still 
needs attention. A few pink rain lilies greet me as I walk through the front gate. Roses are blooming, and I see that Irma 
found the chrysanthemums. Sandra shows me the lily bed which is free from weeds except for a few clovers. She has 
planted Easter lily seeds to fill the bed out. There is another dried flower head which we can use to seed along the fence 
once we clean it out. Sandra shows me the tiny amaryllis that Carol has propagated from Fannie Dudley’s original 
plants. They are protected in a clay pot. Sandra heads back for her group and I fetch the galvanized washtub, ready to 
work. It is quiet and peaceful and I feel good. Diane arrives and we chat about the farm and our families and the season’s 
events. We both look forward to the Cane Festival. 
Working in the garden is an act of love and faith. We want to keep it true to the original design.  That’s easy, for the beds 
in the full sun but the eastside beds are now being shaded and plants that once flourished are not quite as happy. The 
daylilies will need to be moved. Luckily, the phlox is still prolific under the 100 year old crape myrtle. We weed and 
rake, water with buckets, and answer questions from young and old. We learn more as one man remembers his grand-
mother’s garden and a woman shares her experiences of doing chores at her great aunt’s farm. I need to empty the wash-
tub. More brambles than grass, I decide to throw it in the big banana patch. The next bucket can go to the chickens. 
This past summer the garden was cared for by Diane Wilson and her daughter Heather Wilson.  Amy Pruden cared for 
the roses with the help of her children dressed in period garb. Sandra Cashes, weeded and watered when she wasn’t busy 
with all her other Park Service responsibilities. Irma Riley, weeded and planted, created and cared for the heritage nurse-
ry (with the help of many others) and, most importantly, shared her knowledge. And I, Kim Wheeler, got dirt in my fin-
gernails (I don’t like to wear gloves). Myrtle would be pleased. 

Announcing the Dudley CSO Christmas Party 
 

In the past we have had a joined Christmas party at Oleano but this year the Dudley CSO is having their own.  
However, the Oleano folks are more than welcome to join us. 

On Thursday, December 15, 2016 we will be having our Dudley CSO Christmas Party at the Alachua Woman’s 
Club at 6:30 p.m. located on beautiful downtown Main Street. 

This will be a covered dish dinner with the CSO providing the meat and drinks and all of us bringing delectable 
sides and yummy desserts.   

We also will have a White Elephant gift exchange. This is typically something that isn’t too beat up that you al-
ready have at home that needs a new home.  Although suggestions for gifts might be something considered a gag gift, 
something really nice that we will all fight over or again, something that is gently used that needs that new home.  
Watching a coveted gift switch hands can be very funny.  There will be rules but nothing we can’t figure out. 

We hope you will join us to share the Christmas season with us but above all to enjoy spending time with each 
other.  Everyone works so hard all year long it is important that we say thank you.  But especially that we remember to 
show we appreciate what each of the volunteers and staff do to keep Dudley State Park the lovely, enjoyable place it is.   

       
 
I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas. 
 
Emelie 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK PRESERVED FOR THE APPRECIATION OF FUTURE GENERA-
TIONS. 



The Friends of Dudley Farm Library 
by Thomas Fasulo 

Believe it or not FoDF has a library. I say that as I've spoken to members who weren't aware we did. Our library occu-
pies two or more shelves in the volunteers' room. I thought if you had a listing of books in our library, you might make 
more use of them. 
 
As a result, I've compiled a listing which totals seven pages. The list is divided into the following categories: Animals, 
Buildings, Cookbooks, Crafts, History, Home Economics, Memoirs, Miscellaneous, Music, Novels, Plants and Refer-
ence. Crafts comprises such a large portion of our library that it is subdivided into several categories. 
 
The next time I'm at the Farm, certainly by Cane Boil Day, I'll post a listing on the shelves. But if you would like a copy 
for yourself, e-mail me and I'll send you a PDF file. I don't wish to post my e-mail here, where it can be found by the 
public, but members can easily contact Sandra Cashes or one of the FoDF officers for my e-mail. 
 
As some know, I also volunteer at the Haven Hospice Attic in Gainesville as the "book man." My association with the 
Attic, located on NW 8th Avenue between NW 6th Street and Main Street, has proven beneficial to FoDF. The manager 
of the Attic, Steve Tinney, donated the 1880's style wedding dress, hat and shoes to Dudley Farms after I saw it offered 
for sale. Steve also allows the volunteer in charge of crafts to provide me with extra yarn and thread for our Domestic 
Skills group. I've delivered several bags already and have more to bring. 
 
Steve also lets me decide which books might be useful to our activities at the Farm and lets me donate those. This is how 
I became interested in compiling a listing of our books. 
 
While many of the books are useful to those engaged in maintenance at the Farm or to members of the domestic skills 
group in producing clothing, quilts and other items, others are useful in our living history activities. For example, an old 
Baptist hymnal and two reproductions of late 19th century Sear Roebuck catalogs can be handled by living historians 
and visitors without worrying about damaging Dudley heirlooms. I've already used the catalogs at the store. 
 
I was even able to obtain a bright red woolen "union suit" which Sandra sometimes hangs on the washing line during 
festivals. This piece of "old underwear" has produced some interesting comments. 
 
As far as I know, the Board of Directors has no rules governing the use of the books in our library, and may not wish to 
develop any. However, I do have a responsibility to the Attic manager, who allows me to donate books I think we can 
use. The library currently includes 22 books donated by the Attic, but I expect to add more. If it appears  books are being 
borrowed but, for whatever reason, are not being returned, then the 
books are not being used for the purpose the Attic intended. 
 
If you wish to obtain books at very low cost, I probably have 2,000 or 
more on sale at any one time at the Attic. Our regular prices are com-
parable to those found at the Friends of the Library sale, but while 
FOL is only open 10 days a year, the Attic is open six days a week. 
And we currently have a 50% sale on books. If you haven't been to 
the Attic, please drop by. Many of the items you will find on sale are 
of higher quality than you will find in a typical thrift store. Sales are 
frequent, and holiday items are offered well before their time 
throughout the year. 
 
Finally, to help keep the library listing up to date, I would appreciate 
it if others donating books would give them to Sandra, instead of just 
placing them on the shelves. That way, Sandra can then pass them on 
to me so I can add them to the listing, which I'll then place on the 
shelves. Thank you. 
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