
Note from the CSO President: 

 

 When you see Irma Riley and those members of her Website Committee, please take a moment 

to thank her and them for the many hours dedicated to making the new Friends of Dudley Farm 

website a reality. During November the new site was brought online. In additional to the new 

look, this version is responsive to mobile devices such as smart phones and tablets. For those 

of you who have not seen the new site please take the opportunity to look at the many changes 

and additions.  

 

 Another CSO project completed in November was the addition of walls and windows along the 

south and west sides of the new syrup complex. Norm Tankersley and his committee did a great 

job completing this addition. When you have a chance to stop by the syrup complex you will see 

how their design allows visitors to stand close to the kettle area for better viewing of the 

process, but when windy conditions exist the windows can be closed to block the wind without 

obstructing the view. 

 

 October and early November have been busy months at Dudley Historic State Park with 

numerous events, activities and tours. One event that took place on the 18th and 19th of 

October was a Paint Out – with members of the Gainesville Fine Arts Association painting 

scenes at the Park and portraits of two CSO members. In a way this event is continuing with 

the Dudley art work on display in the Hippodrome Theater through November 23rd.  Besides 

going to see the show now, everyone is invited to attend the closing reception for this show at 

2 PM on November 23rd. Remember if you buy one of the paintings in the show a portion of the 

sale price will be go to the Indoor Education Center building fund. 

 

 Please check the calendar page on the new website for the upcoming events and activities 

planned at the Park. The Park Staff and CSO are working on enhanced or new things for folks 

to see and do at Dudley Farm Historic State Park. 

 

 See you at the Park, 

Art Wade 

 
 

Like Dudley Farm on FaceBook!!! 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPORTING PRESERVATION, 

AND THROUGH   EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK, A ONE OF A KIND LATE 

1800' S FARM 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ah-Ooogah, Ah-Ooogah, putt, putt, putt.  Not the usual sounds 

of mules, cattle or poultry at Dudley Farm.  It was a gathering 

of beautifully restored Antique Automobiles exhibited by the 

Horseless Carriage Club of America.  Local owners of these 

loved beauties drove them om for visitors to admire and        

photograph.  It was a busy day at Dudley Farm as it was also 

“Lets Dress Up” Kid Day and a crew of volunteers were boiling 

and bottling cane syrup.           By Pam Perry 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Roasting Some Dogs 
The weather cooperated on Oct.  25, while about 24 members of the CSO gathered around and had an enjoyable 

evening. The only thing  missing was you, if you didn’t make it! Get togethers such as this event  are a great way 

to meet other members of the Friends of Dudley Farm and become involved. Hope to see you one of these times! 

          

       Norm Tankersley made popcorn to share. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP CORNER 

November 2014      

 

We want to give a BIG WELCOME to our 10 new members this year: 

Stuart Basefsky (joined as a LIFE Member),  Russell & Sandra Ruppert, Barbara Thompson, Cheryl Porter, Katie Vine-

yard,  Kristen VanSickle, Sandy Huff, Nancy Deren, Ellen Rosendhal and the Gator Whittlers Club. 

 

We are getting ahead start on Year 2015 memberships so we are sending renewal info out now.   Other wise  you 

can  renew your membership at Cane Day.  If any info has changed (address/phone/email) please let us know.  We are 

hoping we have a bigger membership in 2015. 

 

Becky Dean and I are sharing duties of membership now. 

                                                                         Anne Leivonen Hair 



 



DUDLEY  FARM JOURNAL  

Notes from the Meeting of October 20th  2014    by Gloria Hughes 

 

The October 20th Board Meeting attendance was poor and a quorum was not achieved.  All absences but one 

were accounted for and excused.  Without a quorum we can not vote on any of the many business items that 

had been planned to cover at the meeting. This is now a “non actionable meeting” and became a Planning 

Meeting. This was a disappointment!  

These are my notes from that meeting: 

Art Wade, CSO President, introduced and welcomed Lorraine McDowell as the newest Board Member, 

elected at the September Annual Meeting.   He thanked all the members who chose to stay on the Board for 

an additional term. 

Art thanked Bob Spangenberg for all the work he has done on behalf of the Dudley Collections Building and 

the many additional ways he has added to the success of DFHSP.  

Art told us that Sandra Cashes our PSS sustained an ankle injury and would be on light duty for a while.  

She will be busy with preparations for Cane Day. 

Joey Malphers volunteered to lead the sugar cane grinding of next Saturday instead of Hubert Davis.  

The October Kids Day brought in 248 visitors.  The event was called “Cotton-Cotton”. 

The Paint Out was a success with 300 visitors.  The artists of the Gainesville Fine Arts Assoc. where 

pleased with this two day event and are anxious to return.  They thanked the two models, Vada Horner and 

Bob Spangenberg, who ‘sat’ for the portrait artists.  Art is in planning with them for future events and oth-

er ways they are willing to help us achieve our goals.  The art created at our Paint Out will be on display and 

for sale along with some prints of the work at the Hippodrome Theater from Nov. 12th through Sunday 

the Nov. 23rd with a reception at the close of the exhibit at 2:00pm.  We are all invited to the reception.  

Art said that it’s time to buy hay of the animals.  We are looking for good horse quality hay at a very rea-

sonable price, an offer has been made but we are unable to act on it at this meeting.  Some cow quality hay 

has been offered at no charge.  Contacts need to be made ASAP.   

On the 25th there will be a tour of DFHSP by the Orlando Historical Rose Society.  Bob Spangenberg and 

Vada Horner are our tours guides for these events.  

The annual Corn Grinding will take place on Saturday of this week and the Hot Dog Roast for our members 

will be held that same evening at the Event Pavilion.  Bill Dunk is coordinating both. 

Irma Riley told us of a very special offer: The Notestein Nursery in Gainesville is offering a generous gift 

to each new and renewed member of the Friends of Dudley Farm. 

Even though this turned out to be a “non actionable meeting” it was a very busy meeting.  What I’ve report-

ed on here is just a fraction of three long pages of notes.  All members are invited to attend these meetings 

and encouraged to express an interest in the work of the CSO to advance our historic state park. 

 



 

Notes from the November 17th Board Meeting: 

 

Terry Stedham has resigned from the Board for “personal reasons”.  The resignation was accepted by the Board.  

Gloria Hughes was elected to fill that vacancy.  

Irma Riley was congratulated for the wonderful work that she has done to develop the new and impressive web 

site.     Do check it out, you’ll be impressed! 

Norm Tankersley and committee was congratulated for the work completed on the wind buffer for the Sugar 

Cane syrup boiling area.  The design of the windows is creative and very functional.  

Jim Dresser, Treasurer, told us that the CSO’s fiscal year which starts Oct.1st will soon change to co-inside with 

the states fiscal year which starts July 1st.   Therefore changing our Board of Directors Meeting from the even 

months to the odd months as discussed at the October meeting would not be a good idea.  After explanation and 

discussion a vote was taken and the meetings will remain as is with this Board Meeting considered a ‘Special” Board 

Meeting.  The next Board Meeting will be held – December 15th. 

Five bulls will be sold for approx. $3000. 

Jim addressed Livestock expenses.  

Pam Perry, Resident Volunteer, is back for a stay and among her many talents is her sewing ability and creativity.  

Pam will be making period clothing for those in need of authentic costumes.  This helps reduce the Clothing Ex-

penditure line item. 

We now have a very convenient port-a-potty down at the farm.  It was purchased by the CSO and will be serviced 

by Beltz Septic Tank, Steve Meyers owner.  

Jim is looking into changing the company we use for credit card transactions at the Commissary as their rates have 

increased.  We pay approx. $20. per month for this service.  The ability to accept credit card payment has in-

creased sales in our ‘old store’. 

Art brought up the subject of the importance to be able to conduct business even when there are not enough 

Board Members present to form a quorum, as happened last month when pressing issues needed to be decided.  

After a lengthy and active discussion a decision was made and a vote was taken and passed to change the By-Laws 

so that five (5) of the twelve (12) board of directors present, at a duly called or scheduled meeting, consti-

tutes a quorum.  That is a reduction from the 51% of the Board of Directors previously required. 

Decisions need to be made pertaining to renting out the Event Pavilion.  Insurance coverage and rental fees, pre-

paring or enhancing the site and what amenities will be required have to be decided.  A committee will meet to dis-

cuss and research all aspics of the use of the EP tent and bring suggestions to the Board.  The committee consists 

of Ann West, Stephanie Bartsch and Gloria Hughes.  

The next Board of Directors Meeting will be held in the Newberry Branch Library on Monday, Dec. 15th, 6:00 to 

8:00pm.   We hope to see you there. 

The January 12th meeting venue will be changed due to Martin Luther King’s birthday holiday, libraries will be 

closed.  Other arrangements will be made and announced at the Dec. meeting.   

These are my notes, not official minutes of the meetings.  I attempt to be accurate to inform you of the work that 

your CSO is doing to preserve and further DFHSP for future generations. 

 

WANTED: 

We are in need of a small refrigerator, a dorm size refrigerator, for the Cane Complex building.   



Saturday, November 15, 2014 was a very special day at Dudley Farm.  The morning was a little 

chilly but a small number of visitors came out to hear Bob Mardis speak about the CCC (Civilian 

Conservation Corps).  This program was begun by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to help young 

men who  were out of work have job.  CCC camps were constructed throughout the United 

States.  The young men were provided with vocational training along with academic instruction.  

One of the Dudley men served in the CCC and we have his discharge document. 

 

Bob Mardis is an expert on the CCC and all that it accomplished in Florida.  Some of the build-

ings at O’Leno  State Park were constructed by a CCC camp based in Olustee.  A trip to O’Leno 

will let visitors enjoy the Santa Fe River and the “Swinging Bridge” built by the CCC.  There is a 

small museum at O’Leno  housing information and artifacts about the CCC in our area.   

 

The CCC helped develop the following parks in Florida   Highlands Hammock, Myakka River, 

Hillsborough River, Gold Head Branch, O’Leno, Fort Clinch, Torreya, and Florida Caverns.   The 

CCC men in Florida  planted 18,921,000 trees, constructed 3,620 miles of trails and roads, built 

2,736 bridges and spent 97,993 days fighting fires. 

Bob helped us reflect on the legacy this  organization established for us to enjoy today.  Bob 

spends time at O’Leno as a volunteer.  He works in the Nature Center and around the park so 

look for him when you go to O’Leno.  

 

Friends of Dudley Farm thank Bob for coming and sharing his knowledge. 

 

The Collection Committee 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Florida State Parks' Unsung Heroes 

Last year, Florida’s 171 parks and trails attracted more than 25 million visitors - more than Walt Disney 

World’s Magic Kingdom. It takes quite an army to run such a huge operation from the officials with the 

Florida Park Service in Tallahassee down to the managers and rangers at each of the parks.  

However, what a lot of people don’t realize is that there is another ‘secret’ army at work which plays a 

vital role in helping to keep the operation running smoothly. This is the army of volunteers – 27,000 

strong – who last year contributed almost 1.4 million hours to state parks. 

Those volunteer hours – the equivalent of 666 full-time employees- account for almost two-thirds of 

the park service’s total full-time manpower, and are a $29.6 million value to the State of Florida.   

 

 

Our Vision Statement 

Dudley Farm Historic State Park Preserved for the Appreciation of Future Generations 

 



Brand  New Website 

The Friends of Dudley Farm are very excited to announce the launch of their "brand new" web-

site: http://www.friendsofdudleyfarm.org/ 

This website has all the up-to-date features that are available today. Now you can view our 

website on your smart phone or on your tablet in addition to your home personal computer. 

Some of these features are a beautiful slide-show, photo gallery of our events, an easy to read 

calendar listing all of the events that are happening right here everyday. You can use the 

"Contact Us" form to give us your feedback. 

The website committee consisted of: Irma Riley, JulieAnne Tabone, Sandra Cashes, Morgan Ty-

rone, Jim Dresser and Art Wade. 

We are happy to have this beautiful and functional website, and hope you will visit here often. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

And a good November to everyone!  A winter chill has hit the air, and we know what that means!  Event season is on the way. 

This fall we started at full speed!  Of course our ever popular Cane Day is right around the corner but we haven’t been waiting 

for Cane Day to make our syrup.  Oh no!  Volunteers have been busy stripping, cutting, mashing, and boiling to make that deli-

cious golden syrup!  Bottlers have been bottling, and the cooks have been busy keeping everyone fed.  

 Have you seen curls of smoke wafting out of the kitchen chimney?  Not to mention delicious smells wafting out of the kitchen 

windows?  That is because our kitchen volunteers have been busy harvesting, cutting, baking, and boiling the delicious farm 

grown produce to restock the canning house with delicious preserves.  

What else has been happening?  A sweet potato pull on Thursday, brought out volunteers to get their hands dirty.  Muuummm, 

sweet potato pie! Reconstruction Event brought the period correct volunteer interpreters, which set the stage for a day in the 

1870’s.   On Quilt Day, we had a talk on depression era material.  A plethora of 1930 to 1950, well-loved, quilts were on display 

for all to admire.  Artist from the Gainesville Fine Arts Association held a Paint-Out at the park.  Go see the wealth of color 

that is on display at the Hippodrome Theater, November 12th to November 23rd.  Did we hear a tractor running?  Yes, yes we 

did!  Because we had volunteers out for our annual corn grinding day!  Now we have bags upon bags of corn meal, and grits! 

And lest we forget the kids, how about those Dudley Kids Day Events? In October, during our “Cotton, Cotton” volunteers, 

helped kids enjoy the day by: teaching them how to make threads, carding, coloring boll weevils, and making cotton owls. For 

our “Let’s Dress Up”, the kids enjoyed dressing up in period clothing, playing with old fashioned paper dolls, making mustaches 

and paper fans!  Future kids day events will include “Mind your Manners”, “All about Wool”, and “Glorious Eggs”, to name a few. 

A great BIG thank you to all the volunteers, and the park staff that help make these events memorable to our park visitors, 

young and old alike!  

Sandra 

Membership Bonus 

The Friends of Dudley Farm have received a wonderful offer from Jim Notestein’s Nursery. Now receive a 

bonus gift plant from Notestein’s Nursery when you join or renew your membership in Friends of Dudley 

Farm.  See the website below for information on plants available at the nursery. By appointment only. 

www.southerngardening.org 

Individual membership - $20.00 gift plant 

Family membership - $10.00 gift plant 

Organizational membership - $20.00 gift plant 

Corporate membership - $40.00 gift plant 

Call 372-2107 for an appointment to pick out your plant, and bring your new membership card. For larger 

donations, call 372-2107 for info on size of gift plant. 

http://www.friendsofdudleyfarm.org/
http://www.southerngardening.org


   Dudley Farm Phone #:  

      352-472-1142   

 Up-Coming Events: 

Cane Day—Dec. 6th 

 

      

      

    

We’re on the Web:  http://www.floridastateparks.org/dudleyfarm/ 

Friends of Dudley Web Site:  http://www.friendsofdudleyfarm.org/ 

 

 

 

Board of Directors:   

President: Art Wade 352-278-6399 

1st. Vic President:  Norm Tankersley   352-363-0918 

Treasurer: Jim Dresser     386-454-2462 

Secretary:  Archie & Emelie Matthews  386-462-3016 

Board Members: 

Stephanie Barsch:  352-256-1187            Irma Riley:   352-371-9070  

Susan McNulty: 352-453-8822                Jim Dekle:    352-472-3443 

Gayle Ambrose: 352-378-7507                Ann West:    352-339-5706 

Lorraine McDowell: 352-495-2953     Gloria Hughes:  352-474-6442 

Committees Chairmen: 

Collections:  Bob Spangenberg   352-374-4902 

Commissary:  Norm Tankersley   352-363-0918 

Keepers coordinator:  Ann West                 352-339-5706 

Membership:           Anne Hair    352-472-3540  

“ Co-chair               Becky Dean              352-462-3260 

Journal Publisher: Linda Rengarts     352-641-6225 

Webmaster: Irma Riley    352-371-9070 

Publicity: Gloria Hughes   352-474-6442 


