
As the incoming president of the CSO, chairing the October board of director‘s meeting gave me 

a new appreciation of how many projects and activities our CSO members are working on throughout the 

year. I would like to personally thank all of you for efforts in support of the Park, and add that your 

work is regularly recognized by visitors, Park Staff and Park Managers. It is a rare day when discussing 

the Park with others that they don‘t say something positive about a CSO member or the group in 

general. Again thank you for all the support you provide to Dudley Farm. 

At the October board meeting I identified three areas that I wanted to work on during my term 

as president. These are: help the CSO grow with new members and financially; help increase visitor 

attendance at the Park; and help increase Park revenue each year. So far there have been a number of 

ideas put forth to help achieve these objectives. To have more time to work on new ideas the board, 

officers and interested members will be asked to participate in some planning meetings. These informal 

meetings will be in addition to the scheduled board meetings. As the planning meeting schedule is set up 

it will be announced on the web site. 

Also we are hoping to bring back to the Journal two sections that regularly appeared in earlier 

Journals. One section was a place to recognize companies, groups or individuals who had donated goods, 

services or money the CSO. The other section is a ―wish list‖, which will include two subsets – one 

covering items, services materials, etc. and the other seeking members with specific skills, training or 

experience.  Until some process to collect information for these sections is formalized please provide 

your input me or one of the board members. 

See you at the Park,  Art Wade 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friends of Dudley Farm, Inc. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPORTING 

PRESERVATION, AND THROUGH EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK, A ONE 

OF A KIND LATE 1800' S FARM. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

VISION STATEMENT 

DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK PRESERVED FOR THE APPRECIATION OF FUTURE 

GENERATIONS 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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 Dear Friends, Volunteers and Park Staff,  

 

I hope all of you and your families are doing well this fall and looking forward to a happy and safe    

Holiday Season. As you all know we have Cane Day coming up soon on Saturday, 7 December. I hope to 

see you all out there. I want to thank you all for the extra work and time that you all put into it. I know 

that this year the Friends are recruiting help with parking and fee collection, so if anyone can help us 

in that capacity, please get with Art or Sandra to sign up.  

Friday's recent Rose Tour went very well and it seems that the group of just under 100 persons from 

the US and around the world enjoyed the park and their tours very much. It was a great idea for Cyd 

and Art Wade to incorporate their connection to this group into a tour at Dudley Farm Historic State 

Park.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Joey Malphurs, our past President, for his years of 

service in that capacity. Joey accomplished a great deal during his tenure as our president, some which 

will play out to fruition in the future. Please join me all in thanking Joey, sometimes it can be a     

thankless responsibility. In turn, I would like to congratulate Art Wade, our new President, for         

accepting the responsibility. And as we all are aware, he has already been very busy.  

We have shared some of our immediate and smaller projects in the coming year with the Huisking  

Foundation recently. We will know more about their ability to fund some of these projects closer to 

Cane Day. We should once again let Paul Huisking and the Huisking Foundation know how much we       

appreciate their gracious support of the park. We are still moving forward with the Indoor Education 

Center with the assistance and guidance of Peg. She has been very helpful to us in crafting our         

approach to fundraising.  

Thank you all again for your time and hard work at Dudley Farm HSP. But while working and helping 

staff prepare for Cane Day, take the time to enjoy it also and remember why you love it. It is a very 

special place and feeling the farm gives us all.  

 

Morgan Tyrone, Park Manager 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Autumn is in the air:  colder nights; dew soaked morning grass.  Brown, crackling leaves, pumpkins and      

children‘s laughter.  Whether it‘s the 1880‘s or 2013 this is a special time of the year for children.  The 

cries of delight and pleasure, the wide eyed wonder of discovery is here at the farm once again.  October 

began the Dudley‘s Kids Day program that is held every 2nd Saturday of the month.   

This program, started by Stephanie Bartsch has grown by leaps and bounds over the last two years. From a 

cozy 10 to 20 visiting kids to now a good 50 to 75 little ones (not including the parents)!  It is an enjoyment 

to see so many youngsters learning, playing and growing.  What this program offers is not just                  

entertainment; it also offers education. 

This years Kids day at Dudley Farm will be all about food.  In October we talked about Nuts and Grains.   

November, of course, was about Sugar Cane! December will be my favorite because it‘s all about Candy!   

January = Oranges and Citrus; on through May, which is about Berries.  What a wonderful way for children 

to learn about food.  That it does not just come from the local supermarket.  With hands on crafts and take 

home ideas; the kid‘s day is all about fun for the families. 

We hope that many of you will be able to join us for one of our kids‘ day! 

Sandra Cashes 
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Corn Grind October 26 
 

 

 

A cool morning and clear sky brought a good turnout for the milling of flint corn and plenty of folks  

actually learned how the hard corn was turned into corn meal and grits. We had a very hard start due 

to a balky park tractor but Hubert Davis saved the day by finally going home and trailering his tractor 

back to the farm. Once we got going it didn‘t take long to grind the corn, sift it out and bag it for sale 

in the commissary. If you haven‘t had real stone ground grits or meal you need to come buy some at  

$4/bag. We are also in dire need of a volunteer to take over the tractor and mill as Hubert is retiring 

from this process  after many years of service. He‘ll be available to train whoever volunteers so some-

one please step up to keep this going.    Contact Bill Dunk 352-331-4551. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Dear State Park Family, 

I am proud to announce that the Florida‘s state parks have been awarded a third Gold Medal for    

Excellence in Park and Recreation Management by the American Academy for Park and Recreation    

Administration and the National Recreation and Park Association.  The other finalists were North    

Carolina, Virginia and Missouri. 

I am currently in Houston accepting our award at their annual Congress and Expo. 

This is YOUR gold medal.  No matter your role in the organization-FTE, OP, volunteer, concessionaire or 

CSO member-this award recognizes your hard work every day to serve more than 25.5 million visitors 

and protect our natural and cultural resources.  You have been recognized by your peers as the nation‘s 

best.  Congratulations!! 

Thank you all for all that you do to make us the best in the nation—for the third time! 

Ranger First,  Donald V. Forgione 

Director, Florida Park Service 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection 



 NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY at DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK 

      On September 28th, Dudley Farm Historic State Park commemorated National Public Lands Day.  This 

is the second year that we participated in this national volunteer work day to enhance our public lands.   

       There were 75 participants working to spruce up Dudley Farm Historic State Park.  Yup! that's right -

 75!  WOW!  All working with shovels, trowels, loppers, rakes, etc. pulling weeds, cleaning up flower beds, 

tending to the historic gardens,  removing  invasive weeds and vines from trees and fence lines, raking    

magnolia pods and planting eight new heritage pear trees in the old pear orchard. 

       At 9:00 am with tools in hand they arrived, crowded on to the back porch of the Visitors Center for    

orientation.  This was followed by a group picture that most were in.  By 10:00 everyone was at the       

farmstead accomplishing their designated chores.  The weather was cloudy with an occasional light rain as 

the work continued.  There was a lot to get done and that days work helped greatly.  The old farmstead 

could use a 'volunteer work day' with this kind of enthusiastic response every other month.  

       We greatly appreciate the generosity of Sigma Alpha Agricultural Sorority of the University of Florida, 

which Emilie Matthews advises, who donated the $160.00 dollars to pay for the heritage pear trees. 

We are grateful for all who participated in this worthwhile effort:  Members of Alpha Epsilon Delta honors 

society at the University of Florida.  Members of Girl Scout Troop 521 led by Sharon Sailor and Girl Scout 

Troop 129 led by Bobbi Reynolds.  Members of Boy Scout Troop 432 led by Dan Pearson and Boy Scout 

Troop 416 led by Chuck Henault.  Members of the Newberry Garden Club.  And the volunteers from the 

community who responded to the public service announcement placed in the G‘ville Sun.   

      THANK YOU ALL! 

      In coordination with the National Environmental Education Foundation, National Public Lands Day invites 

volunteers to join ranks to improve our nation‘s publicly-owned lands.  Please watch for the next planned  

National Public Lands Day event at Dudley Farm Historic State Park. 

Gloria Hughes 

______________________________________________________________ 

A new split rail fence went up in the field in front of the Visitor‘s Center thanks to the efforts of 

Boy Scout Stephen Haefner of Troop 88 in Alachua and his crew of fellow Scouts on Oct. 19.  

This was Haefner‘s Service project as one of the final requirements in the process of earning his 

Eagle Scout Rank. Eagle Scout is the highest rank a Scout can earn while in the youth program, only 

four out of a hundred achieve this level. 

Stephen chose Dudley Farm HSP over several other Community Service opportunities because he 

felt this project offered not just a benefit to Dudley Farm, 

but also gave himself and fellow Scouts an opportunity to 

learn a new skill – erecting a old-fashioned rail fence by 

hand and shovel.  

Taking a break from the hot sun to talk to us, Stephen 

smiled and said he really liked Dudley Farm and hoped to  

return to become one of the corps of volunteers who keep 

Dudley Farm running as an example of Florida Pioneer life. 

 ~ Pam Perry ~  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

DFHSP Recognition/Thanks: 
Midwest Feed & Farm — with stores in Archer, High Springs & Ocala—To help the CSO with 

feed and farm supplies for the livestock at the park, since January the owners of Midwest Feed have 

kindly provided the CSO various products at a discount. 

DFHSP Wish List: 
Items:  30 rolls of ‗cow‘ hay             10 rolls of ‗horse‘ hay         20 square bales of ‗horse‗ hay 

Skills/Experience:  Event planner,   Wedding coordinator 



A Week at Dudley Farm HSP: 

Comments in the Visitors Book say things like:  ―I love this place‖, ―Great!‖; ―Brings back memories‖; ―Very impressive‖; 

―unique‖.  A scan of the Visitor‘s Book shows that some visitors came from as far away as South Korea and the United Kingdom.  

Others from Indiana, Ohio and New York State.  Most however, come from right here in our State of Florida 

In a recent week visitors and volunteers had opportunities to learn and do things unique to Dudley Farm:  Boy Scouts a new 

split rail fence outside the Visitor‘s Center on a Saturday.  Wednesday, Herbalist Susan Mayrnowski spoke to the Domestic 

Skills group about home remedies that would have been used on a Pioneer Farm and are still valid for use today.   A tour bus 

from Orlando brought up a large group of visitors for a guided tour of Dudley Farm.  A group of Plein Air artists from the 

Gainesville Fine Arts Assn. found inspiration in the landscape and historic buildings for their art.  Rounding out this particular 

week was corn grinding.  Volunteers and staff ground white flint corn into cornmeal and grits as pioneered farm families would 

have done.  Bags of it are for sale now in the commissary. 

Ongoing farm chores by volunteers and staff include weeding and harvesting the vegetable garden; cultivating and tending to 

the field crops of sugar cane, tobacco, cotton and corn.  Chickens and turkeys get their daily feed and cleaning of pens; the 

mules continue to train for Cane Day, on Dec. 7th; ‗The Girls‘, our 11 cracker cattle, make the most of the sunshine and shade 

in their pasture moving between sunshine and shade—between grazing and resting.  

A busy week—but a typical week at Dudley Farm Historic State Park.  Have you visited lately?  Come and see us!! 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The 2nd Saturday Dudley Kids Program 

Another active year of Kids Fun on the Farm 

From Oct. thru May  10:00 am till 2:00 pm  This year‘s theme is ―All about Food‖ 

Oct. 12th = All About Grains & Nuts Nov. 9th = Sugar Cane  Dec. 14th = Candy 

Jan 11th = Have an Orange  Feb. 12th = All About Milk March 8th = Eat Your Vegetables 

April 12th = Partake of the Past  May 10th = Berries and Honey 

These fun, interesting, creative and educational program have become very popular. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Decorating for the Holidays 

We‘ll be meeting at the Visitors Center on Wednesday, December 18th at around 9:30 am.  Join us for a fun 

time creating Christmas decorations from nature as the Dudley family and neighbors might have done long ago.  

The more the Merrier!!!  We will transport ourselves to that time long ago as we enhance the visitors area for 

the holidays.  Music provided by the  Dudley Musicians will add to this festive experience. 

Right:  Rosie hooked to the cane mill for the 1st time. 

Left Below: Tom Turkey 



2013 Quilt Day Success         By Cindy Frost 
After much planning and improvement of our Bed-Turning for the 2012 Dudley Farm Quilt Show, we did not get the number or variety 

of quilts nor visitors that we had hoped.  As we evaluated the event, the Dudley Farm Domestic  Skills Group faced the harsh reality 

and disappointment of a less-than-acceptable event.  We knew we had to do something, but at that point, we were not sure what that 

―something‖ was going to be.  We entertained the ideas of making it shorter or only doing it   every other year.  It just seemed like 

too much work for our small band of volunteers. 

How exactly it came about is still a mystery, but out of our disappointment came a vision.  One of our most quilt-savvy members     

realized that the only way our Bed-Turning was going to be better was to solicit quilts from people that we knew.  We needed to have 

an organized, educational program to present to the public.  Fortunately, she had the knowledge and connections to get that underway.    

Another wise member suggested we turn our focus to a Quilt Day rather than a Quilt Show.  This small change opened up               

opportunities to invite others to join us.  A major breakthrough in our planning was the connection that was established with the Levy 

County Quilt Museum .  Those ladies were wonderful partners and worked hard to provide the support, guidance, and resources we 

needed to expand our plan.   

A list of over 100 quilt groups and organizations throughout the State of Florida was painstakingly put together as we considered  

adding other quilt-related vendors and demonstrators.  In order to make it worth their time, however, we needed to expand the hours 

of Quilt Day rather than shorten it.  We weren‘t sure we had the energy among our small group to do that, but decided to try.  An all-

out effort was underway to make the 2013 Quilt Day our best event yet. 

Under the direction of our Park Volunteer Coordinator, a small committee was formed to handle details.  Vendor letters,  instructions, 

and guidelines were put together and e-mailed.  Flyers were designed, printed, and distributed by all.  The    Alachua County Quilters 

Day Guild joined our ranks of participants.  Other Dudley Farm Volunteers and family members were solicited for support staff roles. 

The placement of vendors and our Domestic Skills Demonstrators was mapped out throughout the park.  The footwork was done; there 

was nothing left to do but wait to setup. 

A mixture of excitement and uncertainty (with a little confusion mixed in) began to build during the final days before the event.  Park 

rangers hung lines, put up canopies and chairs, and readied the park for the event.  A tropical storm in the weather forecast added to 

the pre-event stress. 

Quilt Day morning was beautiful.  Our Domestic Skills members came out in full force bringing their quilts, skills, and smiles to make it 

an enjoyable day for everyone.  The Levy County Quilt Museum and the Alachua County Quilters Day Guild brought quilts and         

merchandise that was a delight to our estimated 600 visitors.  The public enjoyed an educational (and entertaining) presentation of 

historical quilts and instructions on the making of double wedding ring quilts.   

Due to the partnership and cooperation among all involved, we left the event exhausted … and satisfied.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Notes from the Board of Directors Meeting ~ October 21, 2013 ~ Gloria Hughes 

The first meeting of fiscal year 2013-2014 of the Friends of Dudley Farm CSO was presided over by our newly elected     

president, Art Wade.  Three new board members were welcomed: Ann West and Susan McNulty were present; Gayle Ambrose 

was out of town.  

Art requested that all committee reports be sent to him approx. 10 days in advance of each Board meeting in an effort to 

streamline the proceedings. These reports will then be sent to the board for review.   

Sandra Cashes, PSS, reported that this year‘s first Dudley Kids Day program was a great success with 130 visitors. The theme 

for this years events is ―All About Food‘. These are fun and educational programs offered from October through May each 

2nd Saturday from 10 to 2.  Popular with both children and their parents, many return each month.   

This program is great for our park! It has brought many new visitors who in turn tell others. Visitors and revenue increase.            

Volunteers are needed to help during these events.  

Art enlightened us to the statistics showing the comparison of DFHSP‘s attendance and income to the other state parks.  We 

must improve in both categories!  He explained his plans to increase both attendance and money generated.  These are        

ambitious goals which will need the help of our entire membership to accomplish.  These are well thought out goals that are 

practical and achievable.  

There will be a ‗Planning Meeting‘ 6pm, Nov. 18th at the Alachua Branch Library.  This is the first of such meetings to develop 

ideas to accomplish the above mentioned goals.  The limited time allotted for the every other month Board Meetings does not 

afford the   opportunity to accomplish all of the necessary planning for present and future success. 

These are not official minutes of the meeting.  All Friends of Dudley Farm CSO members are invited to attend the Board of 

Directors Meetings which are held just six times each year on the third Monday of each even month, 6:00pm at the Newberry 

Branch Library.    



 

D u dl ey  F a r m  Hi s tor i c  S ta te  Pa r k  
2 4 th An nu al   

S ug a r  Ca n e  G ri nd i n g  &  Sy r u p  M ak i ng  

Fest iv a l  

Activities 

Sugar Cane Boiling 

Quilt Drawing 

Woodworking 

Washday Demonstration 

Blacksmithing 

Old Time Music 

Children’s Games & Toys 

Vendors 

And  much more!! 

SATURDAY  

DECEMBER 7,  2013 

9 a.m. —3 p.m. 

Dudley Farm Market 

Proceeds Benefit the Park 

Cane Syrup 

Sugar Cane Stalks 

Stone Ground Corn Meal & Grits 

Multiplying Onions Sets 

Crafts 

Park Admission $8 per vehicle up to 8 occupants 
 

18730 W. Newberry Rd 
 

Newberry, FL 32669 



    

   Dudley Farm Phone #:  

      352-472-1142   

 Up-Coming Events: 

Cane Day—December 7th 

Plow Days 1/31/14 &   

   2/1/14 

Antique Tractor & Car Day   

   03/15/14 

We’re on the Web:  http://www.floridastateparks.org/dudleyfarm/ 

Friends of Dudley Web Site:  http://www.friendsofdudleyfarm.org/ 

 

Board of Directors:   

President:  Art Wade       352-278-6399 

1st Vice President:  Norm Tankersley   352-363-0918  

Treasurer,    Jim Dresser    386-454-2462 

Secretary,  Archie & Emelie Matthews   386-462-3016 

  

Bob Spangenberg   352-374-4902  Collections 

Gloria Hughes   386-462-2936              Terry Stidham 386-454-3640   

Susan McNulty                   Stephanie Bartsch    352-256-1187   Dudley Kids 

Gayle Ambrose    Dawn Miller,   352-332-3063 

Ann West       

 

 

Journal Editor:  Linda Rengarts  352-641-6225       

Publicity:  Gloria Hughes   386-462-2936     

Webmaster:  Irma Riley  352-371-9070             

Pictures from 

luncheon set-up 

for the      

International 

Heritage Rose 

Bus Tour at 

Dudley on 

11/15/13.   

 Table       

arrangements 

made  by Bob 

Spangenberg & 

Ann Sherwood!! 


