
 

Note from the CSO President: 

Historically this time of the year is less hectic at the Farm, with most of the major events 

occurring from October to March. This year was different with several smaller events/

activities. Several area groups have combined their monthly meetings with tours of Dudley 

Farm.  The Kid’s Days have really been successful – drawing larger than expected attendance. 

Additionally on the third Saturday of each month the CSO has hosted lectures for visitors of 

all ages. The Publicity and Website teams have helped greatly to “get the word out” about the 

happenings at the Park through their contacts with local interest magazines, newspapers and 

websites. 

If you are a member of a group that may want to hold a meeting at the Park please contact me 

or one of the Board Members for help in making arrangements.  

In the last few months several individuals and groups have made donations in support of the 

Park. A list of those folks appear later in the Journal. When you talk to any of those people, or 

to any representative of one of the groups, please add your thanks for their help. 

See you at the Park, 

Art Wade 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Here is a picture of an authentic Dudley item.  Can 

anyone identify it and what it was used for?? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Like Dudley Farm on FaceBook!!! 
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Wes Skiles Peacock Springs State Park 

Being a board member of The Friends of Dudley Farm, I received an invitation to 

attend the District 2 CSO meeting held at Ichetucknee Springs State Park on     

February 28th.  Included in the invitation was an offer to choose from one of three 

excursions: 

Paddle down the Ichetucknee River with Sam Cole, PSS. 

Guided Plant & Wildlife Walk in spectacular Springhill with Ginger Morgan, 

Park Biologist. 

Guided walk of the Award-Winning Interpretive Trail at Peacock Springs 

State Park with North Fl. Springs Alliance CSO. 

All were tempting but being I hadn’t been to Peacock Springs State Park or even 

heard of it until receiving this invitation, along with an enticing description, that 

was my choice on that cold damp day. 

The trail is one mile long through a diverse forest canopy with aquamarine pools 

which are portals to the Floridian Aquifer.   

What made this even more exciting is that the trail we walked actually traces the 

twisting tunnels of a world famous underwater cave system, one of the longest in 

the continental United States, with 28,000 feet of caves and passages, explored and 

surveyed.   

Along the trail there are well placed descriptive signs with pictures and photo’s 

showing what was below our feet and explaining how and when this fascinating 

wonder of nature came about.  About 1,000 years ago this land was pushed up from 

the Gulf floor to rest on a limestone platform.  Its geologic growth continues, there 

has been a 30% increase in the size of its platform since 1957.  

The forest has four different natural plant communities, from dry sandy areas to 

floodplain swamp and two in between.  I found this to be a fascinating place.  

We identified many of the trees (the easy ones) such as maple, holly, dogwood, 

hickory, live oak and southern magnolia.  Our guides pointed out laurel oak, red 

maple, sweetgum, loblolly pine and cedar elm.  The swamp area with its open can-

opy of bald cypress over a dense sub-canopy consists of pop ash, swamp privet and 

button ash.  This was an educational adventure that I highly recommend.                                                         

~  Gloria Hughes 

 

 

 

 



 Thank You!!     We are very grateful to: 
) Evelyn Etheridge, "The Bonnet Lady" ~ For years she has made bonnets for us to sell at the Commissary. 

   She recently brought in about 30 more.  She was a friend of the Dudley girls. 

) Rod Sherman ~ for donating 99 tools to the park. 

) Gainesville Garden Club, Magnolia Circle ~ a $50. donation. 

) Sandra Cashes, our PSS. ~  For the wonderful Volunteer Appreciation party on May 16th. 

) Emilie Matthews and the Sigma Alpha Agricultural Sorority ~ For the Benefit Concert supporting DF. 

) The Alachua County Extension office ~ a $300. donation to purchase rain barrel. 

) Gainesville Garden Club, Jasmine Circle ~ $300. donation for purchase of rain barrel. 

) The Domestic Skills Group ~ For the abundant supply of hand made craft items which sell at the Commissary. 

) The Gator Whittlers ~ For their continued support through donations of clever whittled items for the Commis-

sary. 

Suzanne de Shazo Waggoner~Continued support through the generous supply of individually packaged beautiful 

stationary cards with her art work depicting areas of Dudley Farm. 

Bill Dunk~For a continued supply of hand made turkey feather spinners and artistically created brooms, brushes 

and scrubbers for the Commissary. 

All of our volunteers who so generously give of their time and talent for the success of DFHSP. 

Dudley Farm Wish List  ~  We are in need of: 
**  Volunteers to man the Commissary.  It is a vital / supporting part of our park.  

**  Fertilizer for the crop fields and the garden. 

**  A secure / tight storage shed.  For lots of uses. 

**  A mule trainer. 

**  A wagon or carriage to be pulled by the mules.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Corner 

  May---June 2015 

 First we want to WELCOME our new members for 2015.   It is great to see all these new  faces on the 

farm. 

  Year 2015                       

     Joe & Henrietta Kirkland                        

    Ann & Dan Sherwood             

     Lenore Roberts and Michael Mincer 

     Jim Carty 

     Toni Chiara                                           

     Dr. W Eugene & Mrs Ryon, III      

  

Our 12 LIFE members each paid $750.00: 

 Stuart Basesky,   Anna Maria Bello,   Rebecca Dean,   Elizabeth Drummond, 

Thomas R Fasulo,   Carolyn Hufty,   E.L.Roy Hunt,   Pete Schmitt,   Joan Stettbacher, 

Robert Spangenberg,   Suzann Waggoner,   Ronald Will.  

Our 2 Honorary LIFE members are: 

            Hubert Davis and Sally Morrison 

                                                                                                

 Thanks to the 35 that have recently paid their dues.  We will continue to contact all the other past 

members to please rejoin us.  With so many of us receiving The Journal at our e-mail     addresses the 

CSO is able to save money on printing and postage. 
 

 



Our Vision Statement 

Dudley Farm Historic State Park Preserved for the Appreciation of Future Generations 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 The History and Characteristics of Florida cracker cattle by Dr. Tim Olson 

Cattle were first brought to Florida from the West Indies in 1521 by Spanish explorers. These cattle 

were originally  known as Florida native cattle. The name, Cracker cattle is relatively new. Men who    

herded cattle were called "cowhunters". These cattle ranged free, and they developed into "minimal input 

cattle".  It was a survival of the fittest circumstances where there was no winter feeding, no antibiotics, 

etc.  Cattle were usually skinny at the end of winter.  

Cracker cattle developed certain characteristics:  1) The cows were highly fertile, calving at a young age 

and at least once a year. They did not need assistance in the calving process.  2) Cracker cattle adapted 

to the humid environment of Florida by 

being very short haired, consequently 

very heat tolerant. They adapted to 

the parasites. They have a slow growth 

system, and a smaller frame size.  3) 

There is a lot of color variation. The 

current bull on loan to Dudley Farm 

named 'Wassie' has the dominant trait 

of being speckled along the back. The 

horns of cracker cattle grow straight 

up and back. This horn configuration 

made it easier for the cattle to       

maneuver between the Florida scrub. 

These cattle have low milk production 

which goes with the low nutrition level 

of their environment.  4) Their disposi-

tion is "variable" meaning that some 

you can walk up to and scratch, others 'beware'. 

Where are cracker cattle other than at Dudley Farm? There were wild cracker cattle in the 1960s in the 

Lake Okeechobee area owned by the Durrence family. The Ezell cattle of Taylor Co are another old    

family line. The herd had been maintained in a nearly feral state by Josh Ezell. These were an interesting 

population that may be the last remnant of the type that was nonselectively bred in range conditions. 

Cattle use to run at Payne's Prairie State Park, but due to increased flooding, had to be removed. They 

now occur in Dudley Farm Historic State Park,  the Withalacoochee State Forest, in Kissimmee River 

State Park, and some at the Dept of Agriculture in Tallahassee.  

        

________________________________________________________________________ 

MISSION STATEMENT 

OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPORTING PRESERVATION, 

AND THROUGH   EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK, A ONE OF A KIND LATE  

1800'S FARM 



 

  



 



DUDLEY  FARM JOURNAL  

Membership Bonus 

The Friends of Dudley Farm have received a wonderful offer from Jim Notestein’s Nursery. Now 

receive a bonus gift plant from Notestein’s Nursery when you join or renew your membership in 

Friends of Dudley Farm.  See the website below for information on plants available at the nursery. 

By appointment only. 

www.southerngardening.org 

Individual membership - $20.00 gift plant 

Family membership - $10.00 gift plant 

Organizational membership - $20.00 gift plant 

Corporate membership - $40.00 gift plant 

Call 372-2107 for an appointment to pick out your plant, and bring your new membership card. For 

larger donations, call 372-2107 for info on size of gift plant. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.southerngardening.org


   Dudley Farm Phone #:  

      352-472-1142   

 Up-Coming Events: 

 

 

We’re on the Web:  http://www.floridastateparks.org/dudleyfarm/ 

Friends of Dudley Web Site:  http://www.friendsofdudleyfarm.org/ 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

Board of Directors:   

President: Art Wade 352-278-6399 

1st. Vic President:   

Treasurer: Grace C. Neagle   352-395-1328 

Secretary:  Archie & Emelie Matthews  386-462-3016 

Board Members: 

Stephanie Barsch:  352-256-1187            Irma Riley:   352-371-9070  

Susan McNulty: 386-453-8822                Jim Dekle:    352-472-3443 

Gayle Ambrose: 352-378-7507          Ann West:    352-339-5706 

Lorraine McDowell: 352-495-2953     Gloria Hughes:  352-474-6442 

Committees Chairmen: 

Collections:  Bob Spangenberg   352-374-4902 

Commissary:  Norm Tankersley   352-363-0918 

Keepers coordinator:  Ann West                 352-339-5706 

Membership:           Anne Hair    352-472-3540  

“ Co-chair               Becky Dean              386-462-3260 

Journal Publisher: Linda Rengarts     352-641-6225 

Webmaster: Irma Riley    352-371-9070 

Publicity: Gloria Hughes   352-474-6442 

Friends of Dudley Farm, Inc. 

18730 W. Newberry Road 

Newberry, FL  32669 



  Notes from the Friends of Dudley Farm Board of Directors Meeting 

       April 20th, 2015      Newberry Branch Library       by Gloria Hughes           

Gayle Ambrose introduced CSO member, Grace Neagle.  Most of us know Grace through her 

many volunteer activities which include Commissary Keeper and member of the Domestic Skills 

Group.  Welcome Grace! 

  All CSO members are encouraged to attend these important business meetings.  

Morgan Tyrone, representing the staff.  There will be a Park Manager & CSO meeting on 

May 28th – 30th in Orlando. 

Our parks Cell phone Tour brochures had run out.  The points of interest (sites) have in-

creased over the past six years from 12 to 20.  The cost of printing is covered by a grant 

through Visit Gainesville and we will soon have the new brochures.  Just about all state parks in 

Alachua County have cell phone tours. 

Art Wade, CSO President. ~ Art will represent us at the meeting in Orlando. Prior to the 

meeting he hopes to talk with other CSO Presidents about the Park Service Agreement, which 

has been signed into law.  Details of this agreement need clarification.  He finds the meeting 

agenda to be unclear but expects the Park Service Agreement will be address.   

Art thanked Emilie Matthews and the Sigma Alpha Sorority for their hard work and generosi-

ty.  The donation of $530. from their Benefit Concert in support of Dudley Farm is greatly ap-

preciated.  

Jim Dresser, Treasurer ~ asked to find a replacement for his position.  Art had discussed 

this with Grace Neagle who has graciously agreed to accept the position of Treasurer.  

Grace has thirty years experience in finance.  With a nomination made by Gayle and seconded 

by Ann West, a discussion, then a vote taken with unanimous approval.  As of May 1st  Grace will 

be our Treasurer.  Jim Dresser will assist until Grace feels comfortable in the position.  During 

this transition period an audit will be done.  To aid with this process Art asked for a volunteer 

to assist for one year.  Jim Dekle agreed to Co-chair  during the transition and to oversee the 

audit process.   

Thank you both Grace Neagle and Jim Dekle.  

All in attendance thanked Jim Dresser for his faithful service as Treasurer. 

Jim distributed the Treasurers Report.  Grace will have the Budget Review at the next Board 

Meeting. 

Art has received requests from the staff to purchase necessary clothing, boots, hats, etc.  

$200. each is budgeted for these items.  Pam Perry sewed clothes for the woman, Pam has 

saved us a great deal of money by doing so.  

Jim Dresser said that he will step up his efforts in fund raising for the Education Building 

as Art is so busy with too many projects to handle it all. 



A Vice –President is needed!!                        
   Due to personal issues, Norm Tankersley is unable to continue as our VP.   Art needs an assistant - a 

vice-president – if you can commit to helping in this way please contact Art at 352-278-6399.  

 

Irma Riley, Webmaster & Publicity ~ discussed the need for a color printer, on premises, owned and 

used by the CSO.  A color printer is needed, for many uses, for us to function efficiently.  A lengthy 

discussion ensued: the features needed, where to keep it securely, the necessity for a fairly simple 

computer (possibly used) to work from.  Jim Dresser will look into making this happen. 

Irma is also arranging for the printing of the newly revised CSO brochures.    

Anne Hair, Membership ~ At this time there are 68 paid CSO members.  Jim Dresser has an addi-

tional 12 to 15 membership envelops to get to her (he picked up the mail).  90 renewal envelops have 

been mailed out, those who do not respond will be contacted by phone. Membership envelops can be 

found at the Visitors Center and in the Commissary.   

   **We hope to increase the CSO membership** 
Ann West, Commissary ~ “We are desperate for Commissary Keepers!”  

Due to the lack of volunteers the ‘old store’ will be open only Thurs. thru Sat. with limited hours.  This 

greatly affects sales, a major support of the Friends of Dudley Farm’s efforts.  With increasing ex-

penses now this income has decreased substantially. The Commissary is also a major attraction of our 

park.  If you can help by volunteering as a Commissary Keeper, please contact us. 

Art Wade ~ we should look into forming an association with organizations to increase our visibility.  

The Senior Center, Jonesville/Newberry Chamber of Commerce, the Master Gardeners, IFAS, Garden 

Clubs, local Home School groups, etc. who would enjoy tours of the park and possibly utilize our facili-

ty for meeting, classes etc.  All of the “Welcome to Gainesville and Alachua County” sites should have 

DFHSP listed as an attraction.  We should contact marketing reps of the Eastern Sports Complex and 

Nations Park, in Newberry, to publicize our park at their facilities as an additional something for their 

visitors to enjoy.  Our posters placed in visible areas would be appreciated.  

There was more! ~ But, I’m typed out.  I encourage all of our members to make an effort to attend 

these important and busy bi-monthly Board meetings. You are a valued member of the CSO and by 

working together we will preserve and further our very special historic state park in to the future.   

             We exist to support Dudley Farm Historic State Park.              GH 


