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             News from the President  ~  The passing of Vada Horner                                                        
                   ~  Emelie Matthews                                                                                                              
 It was so unexpected. We lost another of our faithful volunteers. Mrs. Vada Horner passed away on May 9, 2021.   

 Vada could be found telling a visitor all about the history of Dudley Farm or working in the Collections Building.   

 Now you had to be a certain kind of person to work in the Collections Building.   As she said at one of our meetings,  “it isn’t 
difficult, but it is tedious, and you do have to pay attention to detail”.   

Before retirement Vada spent 39 years teaching, starting in Lake City, where she met her husband Edward Horner and married 

him in 1968. I don’t know if most folks knew that Vada had been married at one time.  If rumors are true, Ed did most of the 

cooking in their house.  I know she spoke of him fondly to me quite often.  Vada was an active member of First Presbyterian 

Church of Alachua and was an elder.  She was a founding member and president of the Alachua Friends of the Library.  It was 

because of her efforts that a library came to Alachua.   She served on the Matheson Museum Board of Directors and with me   

was a founding member of the Alachua Historical Society.  We have a small museum in the Alachua Chamber of Commerce 

Office and Vada made sure the display cases had interesting things in them.  I guess that has fallen to me now.   Although, to 

follow in Vada’s footsteps is an honor.  

No, I’m not through listing her involvement.  She was a member of the Newnansville Cemetery Association.  Of course,  she  
was a docent at Dudley Farm Historic State Park.   She joined the Alachua Woman’s Club in 1977 - that was a little before me.  
She served in every position except president.  She was the Historian for as long as I can remember.  She worked with the Ala-
chua Chamber of Commerce on special events and was honored in 2010-11 as Volunteer of the Year.  

Vada created an agricultural scholarship for a student leaving Santa Fe High School and attending Santa Fe College.   She was 
active and instrumental in the Food4Kids Backpack program and faithfully went and packed those bags every Thursday.  She 
would check at the local grocery stores to see what had been donated and brought the items in to put in the packs.  Two weeks 
before she passed,  Vada was honored at the Alachua Commission meeting with the Daughters of the American Revolution    
Medal of Honor.  This is presented to an American who promotes historic preservation, education, and patriotism. 

Some folks didn’t know Vada very well.  I was in at least three organizations with her and involved in others.  Vada was part of 
the heart of Alachua and the surrounding areas.  She was grand Marshall of the Christmas Parade one year.  Usually we were in 
the Alachua Historical Society float.  It was so cool to hear the children shout out, Ms. Horner, Ms. Horner.  I know she made a 
difference in so many children’s and probably parent’s lives in the Alachua area. 

 I’m sure there are many stories we all could share about Vada Horner.  To know her was a privilege.  She will be missed. 

Memories are important, but not as important as our interaction with each other.  Show others you care about them.  Tell them 
you love them.  Spend time just sitting and talking over a cup of coffee or tea.  Don’t get in the position that you say, I wish I 
had spent more time with them.  Or, I wish I had gotten to know them better. 

 

  

          Vada Beutke Horner, Jan. 31st 1943—May 9th, 2021.                                                             

        Her guiding rule: The Golden Rule:  Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.                            

      As a docent she would tell visitors about the Dudley family, their activities and facts pertaining to their farm.                 

Her love of history lead her to volunteer at the Collections Building to help preserve the story of the Dudley family and farm.   
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Dudley Dates                                                                                                                             
                ~ Thomas Fasulo 

No, the Dudleys didn’t grow dates. They did grow peaches, bananas, pecans, black walnuts, grapes and a few citrus varieties 
(including the two heritage Duncan grapefruit trees, while the Valencia orange tree is probably a latecomer to the Farm). For 
some reason, numerous visitors seem surprised figs and black walnuts were, and are still, grown there.  And I have been asked 
several times if the fig trees were added after the Farm became a state park.   However, the dates discussed in this article are dates 
important in the lives of the Dudleys, i.e. births, deaths, weddings, etc.  

My interest in these dates began after learning how John Joseph Jones, who was born in Alabama, came down to Florida in 1849 
to start a farm.  But nothing I could find told me when he was born.  Or even how old he was when he married two of the Dudley 
girls.  Eventually, I discovered when he was born, as well as some other interesting information.  

The two primary sources I used are Dudley Farm : A History of Florida Farm Life by Ben Pickard, which is sold in the commis-
sary; and Mary Jane Ballou’s six-page “Who’s Who in the Dudley Family,” which she compiled in July 2002.  The latter is not 
available to visitors, but if you are involved with the Farm you can ask Sandra Cashes to e-mail you a copy.  

Both are great resources—with some problems—for park employees, volunteers, and researchers wishing to learn more about the 
family.  I say this because, even though we are now a National Historic Landmark, sometimes old buildings are just that.... old 
buildings.   And not everyone is interested in old buildings.  But when you relate stories of the people who lived and worked in 
those buildings, they take on new life and become more real to visitors.  

Several years ago I began reading more about the family to enhance my interpretation.   This became especially important as I 
began helping the rangers—at least, I think I was helping—when I started showing up twice a week beginning in mid-June, 2020. 
By taking over guiding the visitors around the homestead, the rangers had more time to preform farm chores, which is the really 
hard work, especially in the summer.   And I got to leave the house during the pandemic, meet visitors and talk to them.  I had a 
number of rewarding encounters with visitors.  

Due to my science background and life-long interest in history, I noticed some problems in the sources mentioned above.  Pick-
ard’s book includes a family tree and a historic timeline for the Dudleys,  but more details on individual family members are scat-
tered throughout the book.  You have to, as I did, use the index to find more information on each family member and try to put it 
all together.   Ballou’s six-pages has more detailed information,  but almost all the dates are limited to the years that events oc-
curred.  Plus, there are typos and errors in both sources.  

For example, on page 12 of Pickard’s book, it mentions John Joseph Jones, twice a son-in-law of Ben Sr. (Jones married Mary 
Ann Elizabeth in 1858, she died in 1864; in 1865 he married Virginia Emeline), and a 1st lieutenant in C Company, 7th Florida, 
came home to recuperate from wounds suffered during the Civil War, and was returning to his regiment in early 1864 which was 
“stationed in Virginia.”  Initially, the 7th Florida was part of the Confederate Army of Mississippi, which was later renamed the 
Army of Tennessee.  This army was never in Virginia, and neither was the 7th Florida.  The closest the 7th Florida got to Virginia 
was in early 1865, when the Army of Tennessee, once again under the command of General Joe Johnston, came east to North 
Carolina, where it eventually surrendered to General Sherman.  It also states John Jones remained with a local militia unit “until 
the end of the war,” and was listed as AWOL in the records of his “Virginia unit.”  Yet, on the next page it states when Jones 
“returned from the war” he married Dudley’s “fifteen-year-old daughter, Virginia Emeline” in late 1865.  How could he return 
“from the war,” when the text states he had been home early enough to take part in the Battle of Olustee, which took place 20 
February 1864?  

Pickard correctly states Jones married Mary when she was “not yet fourteen.”  But Ballou’s text has her at fourteen when she was 
married.   Mary was actually 13 years and 11 months old, as she was born 19 October 1844 and married September 1858.  How-
ever, both sources are incorrect when they state Virginia was fifteen-years-old when she married Jones on 30 October 1865.  I 
discovered these facts quite by accident. 

While working on my family genealogy in Family Search, a free Web site, I thought to look up the Dudley Family.  That is when 
I discovered John Joseph Jones was born on 15 February 1833, making him 16-years-old when he moved to Florida to start his 
own farm.  So he was 25-years-old when he married Mary in 1858.  He was 35 when he married Virginia, but she wasn’t 15-
years-old, but actually 18 years and nine months.  Pickard and Ballou have Virginia born in 1850, but she was really born 7 Janu-
ary 1847.  This is a fact, as the Family Search page for Virginia has a link to the Find A Grave Web site which provides a clear 
picture of Virginia’s grave stone, with the date she was born, in the Baptist cemetery on 15th Street south of the state park. 

Both primary sources also have Ben Sr. and Mary’s son Zachariah born in 1847, the same year as Virginia. This may be possible 
if Zachariah was born late in 1847.  However, Family Search only gives the year of Zachariah’s birth. 

Both sources differ as to when Ben Sr. married Mary Magdelena.   Pickard, on page 8, has them married in 1836, while Ballou 

states their marriage occurred in 1832.  In addition, while Pickard lists her middle name as “Magdelena”, Ballou has it as 

“Magdelina”, and Family Search lists it as “Magdelen”.   It gets more confusing as both primary sources list her maiden name as 

“Thomson,” while Family Search has “Thompson,” the same spelling as her father and grandfather on the site. This is definitely 

Mary’s family tree as there are links to Ben Sr. and their children.  Which is correct?  

Pickard writes on page 16 that Mary wrote to Ben Jr. “...in 1882 when he was twenty years old and living away from home.”   

This is a typo as Ben was born in 1852, which would have made him 30-years-old in 1882. The date Mary wrote her son should 

be listed as 1872.                                                                                                                                    Continued on next page —> 
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                                                                                      Sandra’s  Tidbits 

 

Ever since Tony left, we were waiting on two OPS replacement positions.  We now have Krista Ku and Jacob Mehegan working 

with us at Dudley Farm!  Jacob has been a 5-year volunteer so he already knows a lot about the farm, and Krista is a fast learner 

so she will be up to speed in no time at all!  It was great timing for all of us! 

 

As the Park Service has relaxed all Covid 19 restrictions and we are free to go back to our “normal”.    Everything is open now; 

we can also go back to having events!  Of course – events rely on our great volunteer base.  So as soon all our wonderful volun-

teers feel safe enough to return, we can begin.  Meanwhile, we are still doing our usual repairs, maintenance, fencing, feeding, etc.  

Along with our daily interpretation to our daily visitors.  We are continually working to have a beautiful farm that we can talk 

about and a place visitor can enjoy. 

 

As many know, we became a National Landmark back in January.  Keep tuned in because, hopefully, we can have a grand reveal 

party for the community real soon!  I would also like to add that we received another prestigious award!  On May 21st, I received 

an email that said:   “The National  Historic  Landmark  nomination for Dudley Farm was selected to receive the  2021 Paul E. 

Buchanan Award from the  Vernacular Architecture Forum (VAF),  which recognizes contributions to the study of vernacular 

architecture that do not take the form of published books or articles.”  

https://www.vafweb.org/Buchanan-Award   What a wonderful Surprise!!   
 
So, I think, 2021 has been a pretty good year for Dudley Farm.  
 
Everyone have a marvelous summer! 
         _______________________________________________________________ 

Jacob hard at work building a new   

 water trough 

Vernacular buildings  are typically simple and practical.  

It is not one specific style.  Built in very intentional ways that are learned throughout 
generations of practice and based upon the availability of particular material and pro-
foundly affected by climate. 

Vernacular architecture represents the majority of buildings and settlements created in 
pre-industrial societies and include a very wide range of buildings, building traditions 
and methods of construction.  
_______________________________________________________________________
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Continued: 

Pickard’s book needs to be carefully examined for other inconsistencies.   An important one Sandra Cashes recently told me about 

is that the map on page 18 is incorrect in the depiction of the farms south of the Dudley homestead.   For example, it has the Nipper 

farm in an area which was Dudley property.   This was news to me, as I have told visitors the Dudley property ended at the original 

Gainesville-Newberry Road.  

And there are items which could be added.  One visitor to the park said she used to visit the Dudley girls.  She related no one was 
allowed to pick blossoms in the front garden.   However, The girls could take blossoms which had fallen from a plant and place 
them in a pie plate with water.   As a result, we’ve been doing so all Spring, with the pie plate displayed on the front porch.  

Norm Tankersley says the stock of the Pickard book is low and needs to be republished. This would be an excellent time to correct 
the errors in the book, as well as those on Ballou’s pages.  Not to do so would be an affront to the Dudleys and our National Histor-
ic Landmark status.  And, as an aid to future park rangers, volunteers, and researchers, I suggest the revised Ballou text be added to 
the Pickard book as an appendix.   This would place the details of the Dudley Family in one easily accessible place for everyone, 
including park visitors.       
 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                              OUR VISION STATEMENT                                                                                                      

                      Dudley Farm Historic State Park preserved for the appreciation of future generations. 

 What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived.   It 

is what difference we have made to the lives of others that will 

determine the significance of the life we lead.                            

     ~Nelson Mandela 

https://www.vafweb.org/Buchanan-Award
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The Florida Cracker Horse and Horses in Florida 

Their Use and Importance 

                                                                            Part 2                                                    ~ Emelie Matthews 
 If you missed Part 1, this is from my husband, Archie Matthews, book, “The Land in the Sunshine, A Look at Florida’s Agricul-
ture”. If you get a chance to get a copy I’m sure you will find it as enjoyable as I do.  I just pulled it up on Amazon and it can be 
had for only $69.02 and a shipping fee of $3.99.  However, if you are interested I can get you one with the author’s signature for 
only $10.00. 

Cracker horses have their own registry and breed association.  Herds are maintained by the State of Florida at the Florida Agricul-
tural Museum, the Withlacoochee State Forest, and at Payne’s Prairie State Park.  A number of private individuals maintain breed-
ing herds of cracker horses, and many more own one or two. Because the Cracker Horse breed is so rare, there aren’t any well-
known champion or celebrity horses of this breed. If you’re lucky enough to meet one of these horses in person, then it’s somewhat 
like meeting a celebrity because so few of them exist in the country. I would say we are lucky here at Dudley since we have four of 
these lovely horses.   

Florida’s horse industry is dynamic and growing.  The same conditions that make Florida a great cattle state also make it a great 
horse state.  Horse farms in Florida produce nearly every breed of horse from the novel miniature horse to the huge draft horse. 

Florida thoroughbred breeders set out to prove that Florida horses could compete on the major racing circuit;  and proved the point 
with finality.  Florida horses have won every race imaginable.  To date there have been seventeen winners of the Kentucky Derby, 
the Belmont Stakes, and the Preakness.  In 1978 Florida-bred “Affirmed” won the golden laurel of thoroughbred racing, the Triple 
Crown. Florida’s thoroughbred industry is centered around Marion County, one of only four major centers of thoroughbred breed-
ing in the world.  Marion County is just below Alachua County. 

If you have never been to Cracker Country, I highly recommend it.  Cracker Country, a rural Florida living history museum, was 
established in 1978 by Mr. and Mrs. Doyle Carlton, Jr. so future generations might better understand and appreciate Florida's rural 
heritage.  It is located on the Florida State Fairgrounds in Tampa. They produce Sugar Cane Syrup, just as we do at Dudley, they 
have groups playing music, telling stories and of course, some of the old homes and stores to go through.  We usually go down 
once a year when we attend the State Fair, Agricultural Hall of Fame.  This is a wonderful dinner and opportunity to see folks we 
haven’t seen in a while and to hear about the men and women that are honored.  This year’s recognition was canceled due to covid.  
But we look forward to 2022. 

I veered off a little on the Cracker Horse but there is so much to read and study about them.  And from them also came a great study 

of the Florida horse proving that Florida horses whether they are cracker or horses that are bred for racing are amazing creatures.  

They are beauties to look at also.  

  

Two of the four 

Cracker horses of  

Dudley Farm 

They truly are all  

beauties! 

We’re proud to 

have them - the 

heritage  breed. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

                Positivism                                                                          
When thinking about life, remember this:  No amount of guilt can solve the past and no amount of  anxiety can change the future.    

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       Animals are such agreeable friends—they ask no questions, and they pass no criticisms.        ~   George Elliot 

      OUR MISSION STATEMENT                                                         

  Our mission is to enhance the visitors experience through supporting preservation and                                 

   through education at Dudley Farm, a one of a kind late 1880’s farm. 
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                         Notes from the Board of  Directors Meeting                               

May 17, 2021                                                                            by Lorraine McDowell                                

 Eight attended: Brooke, Emelie, Archie, Gayle, Grace, Norm, Sandra (and Mom), 
and Lorraine 

Vada’s funeral is Saturday followed by a luncheon at the Alachua Women’s Club 
about l p.m. 

We have 2 new OPS- Christa and Jacob 

Spending request- trailer for new sign cost $878.01.  It is a used trailer but in good 
shape. 

Grace brought up Vet fees for horses. We now have 4 - $100/horse for shots. We 
have paid this is in the past. (Emergency call in Dec. Cost over $400 but without it 
the horse would have died).                                                                                     
Ferrier costs aren’t expensive but it builds up since they are every 6 weeks. We 
could say we will pay up to a certain point and then the state would have to pick up 
the difference.                                                                                                       
$4000 is budgeted for feed, etc. for the livestock.  Shots are every six months.                                             
Four horses reside here.  Three are state property so state will pay vet bill for 
maintenance.  Lizzy is CSO responsibility. 

Brooke - Wifi is our responsibility. The monthly fee would be ours.  Chris is looking 
into it for Collections.  They have a dedicated phone line which is very expensive. 

Pressure washer was purchased by Stephanie 2 weeks ago. 

Would like to put a plaque on the wall with the names Vada, Becky, Bob on it. 

Sandra – Tony is doing well after surgery.  He wants to come for a visit.                    
                                                                                                                 
Covid update—everything mentioning covid has been taken down. 

The only suggestion is appropriate distancing.   The Visitor Center is open for groups of  family members. 

Baby cows are gone and two of the oldest heifers.  Ten cows remain. 

Stephanie is busy with fence line.  District is very happy with Dudley’s appearance. 

Flyers for events will be available. 

Business systems for the State are switching which hasn’t happened in 20 years.  It will reflect on camping and cashiers. 

Emelie reported that the 990 EZ is finished. 

New sign will be on a trailer with wheels so it is moveable.  It can be chained to the fence.                                                            
Norm wanted to put a hole in the ground with a chain connection but that is looked at as permanent and not permitted by the State. 

Special Events – Corn Grinding will be coming up when a date is chosen. 

All Commissary hours are covered except for a few on Sundays.  Syrup and Jams are selling well. 

Federal Compliance - $10 for all employees so CSO will be asked for more by Sept to cover OPS salaries. 

Plaque for Landmark Status has to be requested by the state and as of yet this has not happened.                           

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please accept my sincere apology for the blunders/mistakes in the March/April issue.  When I mess up, I do it BIG!   Pat, the oh 

so important proofreader, was out of town and I thought that I could do it on my own.  Again, I learned the hard way!   Please 

forgive those mistakes, I hope that I haven’t offended anyone.    e                                                                                                                                                            

Sincerely,     Gloria Hughes                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                To bee oar not two be                                        I’m sure you wood bee pleased too no,        

                              I have a spelling checker,                                 I’ve run this poem threw hit, 

                              It came with my PC,                                         Its letter perfect in it’s weigh,                             

                              It plainly marks four my revue                         My checker tolled me sew!                  

                           Mistakes witch I can not sea!                                         ~  Anonymous (seen in Chicago Tribune)  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

     Visit us at www.FriendsofDudleyFarm.org                                                                                                   Like us on Facebook 
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Friends of Dudley Farm              

18730 W. Newberry Rd.             

Newberry, Florida 32669 

        To become as advertiser, supporting our Journal at $25. per issue, please contact Gloria Hughes - yousguys58@gmail.com 

 

 

 

  We hope that you will support these generous advertisers who support                                    

            the printing and distribution of this Journal: 

 


