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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPORTING PRESERVA-

TION, AND THROUGH EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK. A ONE OF A 
KIND LATE 1800'S FARM. 

                           Thank you!! – We are very grateful to: 

*    The Domestic Skills Group for arranging and conducting the five Wednesday    
       summer craft events for children. 

             For their continued support of the Commissary through donations of their  
             creative and beautifully handmade items. 
      *    Christopher Cashes for publishing yet another Dudley Farm Journal for us. 

*     The Southern Syrup Makers Assoc. for holding the “A Taste of Syrup” event at  
       our park.   It was a fun event and we hope to see them again next year. 
*    Tom Fasulo for delivering eight large bags of yarn to the Domestic Skills  
       Group.from - 
*    Steve Tinney , manager of Haven Hospice Attic and volunteer Ann who sorts the 
       craft donations and saves the yarn for Tom to deliver. 
*   Cydney and Art Wade of Rose Petals Nursery for a plant valued at $25. 
*   Allen Shapiro of Grandifloria Nursery for a generous donation of plants, pots,  
     potting soil and a much needed storage cabinet.  And for discounting prices of   
        plants and a small trailer/cart.  All for the Dudley Farm Heritage Nursery. 
*     The Huisking Foundation for the generous donation toward infrastructure and 
        maintenance in the memory of Charles, Catherine and Frank R. 
*     The Dudley Farm Musicians for their wonderful music, entertaining us and our   
        visitors.  Their talent contributes greatly to the warmth and character of our park. 

         *     The Heritage Nursery workers, affectionately known as the “Soil Sisters”.  For  
              all the work done toward making the Dudley Farm Heritage Nursery an  
              impressive reality.  And - 
      *     Art Wade who initiated the effort, designed the project and with hard work  
              achieved impressive results.  He is a continual source of information, helpful 
              connections and physical labor too.    
       *     John Swanson for donating 100+ cuttings of about 10 to 12 different varieties   
              of  Camellia plants to the Heritage Nursery.  
       *    Jane E. Blais for donating an authentic cracker horse named Lizzy.  She’s pretty! 
 

                                       Wish List  ~  We are in need of:  
*     New members to our CSO.  We need to substantially increase our membership. 
*     Commissary Keepers so the ‘store’ will be open during park hours, just 3 to 4    
       hour shifts as often as you can.  All sales at the Commissary support the park. 
*     The services of a Welder.  Items need to be repaired. 
*     A tight and secure storage shed.  For many uses. 
*     Bamboo plant stakes 1/3” diameter. 



Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DudleyFarm/  

         Notes from the Board of Directors Meeting of June 19, 2017  
By Gloria Hughes 

Gabby, Park Manager, is back from fighting fires caused by the devastating drought, now over  as our  rainy sea-
son has arrived.  He spoke of witnessing tragic devastation and of how the burnt areas are now flooding.  We’re thankful 
that he is home safely.  
The Sawmill that DFHSP purchased for our wood needs and that of other parks is now set up at O’Leno SP, under a dry 
and secure pole barn, with a log on it ready to be cut.  Gabby will mainly operate the sawmill himself but he will also 
selectively designate other staff as operators.  Recently, the Dept. of Forestry cut 6200 acres of trees therefore we’ve got 
plenty of wood to be cut for necessary State Park projects. 
Emelie Matthews, CSO President, spoke of the insurance policy that Paula Russo, Fr iends of Flor ida State Parks, 
told us about at the last Planning Meeting.  It is offered by Philadelphia Indemnity Co.  Emelie will look into its value to 
our organization.  
Emelie addressed the possibility of erecting a pole barn to hold educational presentations,  events, weddings etc.  Art 
Wade, Past President, suggested there are strict State Park stipulations that must be adhered to.  Gabby suggested we 
look at the 30 X 45 structure at Stephen Foster SP, behind the Gift Shop, which was built from a kit.   
The Black Smith Assoc. expressed the desire to have a permanent structure at DFHSP for their activities, demonstrations 
and equipment storage.   
These possibilities will be examined and reported at the next meeting.  
The Domestic Skills Group is holding child fr iendly classes on selected Wednesdays dur ing the summer months.  
This Wednesday’s hands-on fun and educational project is “Butter Churning”.  There are five such events planned. 
The Southern Syrup Makers Assoc.   Presented the “A Taste of Syrup” event on June 17th which was a success.  TV 
20 covered the event and interviewed Sandra Cashes, our PSS.  She was featured on the evening news program and even 
introduced the weather segment.  Kudos to Sandra! 
Irma Riley, Heritage Nursery coordinator, requested a laser  pr inter  to make labels for  the many plants at the 
nursery.  Labels that will sustain sun and weather. A motion was made, voted on, discussed and passed.  Irma will order 
the printer.  Art suggested labels which he located that will work well.  Allen Shapiro of Grandiflora Nursery donated 
almost $400. worth of plants.  We will purchase even more plants from him in preparation for our plant sale in Oct. on 
Quilt Day.  The Heritage Nursery is impressive!   
Irma Riley on Publicity:  She has been in contact with Fun for  Gator  Kids, the eminent source of information on 
everything kid related.  She was offered a discounted rate to advertise our events for 12 months.  The 2nd Sat. “Kids Day” 
events, Oct. thru May, are advertised through them with great results.  Discussion ensued and a decision was made to 
wait until the results are in of the five advertised Wednesday summer kids crafts events.   
Irma is doing a marvelous job managing the website and advertising all of our events. 
Grace Neagle, Treasurer,  repor ted that the year ly donation from The Huisking  
Foundation arrived.  We are very grateful for the $6500. in memory of Charles, Catherine and Frank R., earmarked for 
infrastructure and maintenance.  $9,000. is budgeted for our half of the years salary of a part time OPS employee.  The 
staff will begin interviews 
soon.  Grace inquired as to the cattle loading facility, Gabby confirmed that the cattle handling shoot is now on site, 
ready to be used.   Irma, Heritage Nursery coordinator, requested funds to purchase plants from Grandiflora Nursery in 
preparation for the October plant sale.  A motion was made, discussed, voted on and $500. approved.  
Emelie Matthews, President, asked the vice-president, Gayle Ambrose, to arrange for  an “old and new” members 
get-together, “party” this summer.  
Norm Tankersley, Commissary Director, r epor ted that aprons are available, shir ts and hats are selling well.  One 
of the Farmhouse paintings by Kate Barns, donated by Mr. Shellnut sold for $20.  Commissary Keepers are desperately 
needed!  With the death of Dan Stevens who faithfully volunteered each Sunday and others who are unavailable through 
the summer, we are not open during all park hours or even each day.   
Please help by becoming a Commissary Keeper if you can!   
Norm would like permission to contact Jonesville Electric, who has been very friendly and helpful in the past, to install a 
second fan on the porch, raise the one last installed and move the old existing small one to the back room.  A motion 
made, discussed, voted and passed to spend up to $300 to accomplish this work.  
        As usual this Board Meeting was very busy covering lots of important  
        business, even more than I’ve covered in these notes.   
Consider attending the next meeting, we’d love to know you care enough to attend.    GH   

https://www.facebook.com/DudleyFarm/


July 5 - Weaving Workshop. Introduce your  children to the ar t of weaving making special weaving 
projects geared for children. It's fun, and they will have something to take home. Child 
friendly program. 9:30 to 11:30am. 
 
 

July 19 - Christmas in July. Get a head star t on Christmas preparation by making beautiful old-
fashioned and Victorian ornaments. Child friendly program. 9:30 to 11:30am. 

 
 
Aug 2 - Needlepoint Plastic Canvas Workshop - Plastic canvas needlepoint is a variation of tradition-
al needlepoint. This is a great piece of material to make doll houses, sewing boxes, and other fun 3-D 
projects. You can build up and out with your stitches instead of staying on one surface. Plastic canvas is 
a great way to teach kids how to stitch. The holes are big and the projects can be simple. Child friendly 
program. 9:30 to 11:30am. 
 

 
Aug 9 - Cornhusk Dolls. Wherever  corn was grown as a crop, children, in both Native American 
and Colonial American families, used husks to fashion dolls. We love the simple beauty of corn-husk 
dolls: They're understated, easy to make even for children, and truly ingenious -- requiring not much 
more than some husks and twine. Child friendly program. 9:30 to 11:30am. 

KIDS CRAFTS - Summertime Wednesdays 

News from the Domestic Skills Group 
 

Join us on Aug 30, from 9:30 to 11:30 am. for "Bring a Project Day"  
Bring a Project Day is for all of us who have unfinished craft projects that we have set aside and just don't seem to have 
time to work on.  Why not bring your project to Dudley Farm and join us for a couple of hours of crafting and conversa-
tion?  It is always more fun to work on things together.  Perhaps you have a project you haven't even started yet and just 
need a little nudge to get you going.  Come join us for inspiration and encouragement. 
 
Quilt Day 2017 
Plans are underway for Quilt Day 2017.  In memory of our original Domestic Skills group leader, we plan to feature 
Katherine Armstrong Quilts at this year’s Quilt Day.  A demonstration on the Quilt-As-You-Go method of quilting has 
also been arranged.  I hope you will join us October 7, 2017 for this event. 
 

Kids May Day Event 
On May 13 children had a fun time at the last of this seasons Dudley Farm 'Kids Day'.  

The fun begins again on the second Saturday of October.  Demonstrations, hands on crafts and old fashioned 
games.  All educational for both young and old alike.  



Recent Happenings 
 

Good Summer Everyone!  I hope we are enjoying our sweet, sweltery, and rainy summer.  It has been rather quiet in the 
farmstead except for the call of the frogs, birds and crickets.  The grass is growing now that we have the rains.  David 
and Tony keep working on maintenance, mowing and the usual stuff. 
I work on pulling weeds in the flower garden along with my garden helpers.  Work on keeping the cobwebs off the furni-
ture, and dust off the floor.  So anything new?  The Southern Syrup Makers Association had their event on June 17 th here 
at the park.  Sadly, our cane syrup did not get a ribbon. Oh well, maybe next year. 
The Domestic Skills Group will be doing some hands on demonstrations for the kids this summer from 9:30 am to 11:00.  
We had the Butter Churning Workshop; it had a wonderful turn out of participants.  Other workshops will be Christmas 
in July (making ornaments), Needlepoint Plastic Canvas workshop, and a few more.  Big thanks to the Domestic Skill 
Ladies for holding this summer programming. 
Keep tuned in for our next year’s events, and make sure to come to our volunteer/CSO appreciation dinner!  
      Sandra, PSS 

Butter, Butter, Jars of Butter 
During the summer months, the Domestic Skills group has planned several hands-on workshops 
geared toward children.   On June 21, we initiated the first of five programs with “Butter Churn-
ing.”   
As families arrived, we handed each small group a pint-sized mason jar half-filled with heavy 
whipping cream and instructions to begin shaking.  As each child got tired, they would hand the 
jar off to a sibling or parent.  Back and forth it went until, after the whipped cream stage, a blob 
of butter would almost magically appear surrounded by a swirl of buttermilk.  Expressions of 
delight and accomplishment, mingled with a hint of excitement, would also magically appear on 
the faces of the participants.  What could be better than that?  . . . . . . . . Tasting!  
After the buttermilk was poured off and the butter was worked to extract more of the buttermilk, 
it was time to pick up a cracker and try it.  I cannot explain to you in writing how delicious fresh 
butter tastes.  You would have had to experience it yourself.   (Go ahead. Try it at home!)   
Three different types of butter churns were also provided:  a jar with paddles and a crank at-

tached to its lid, a large vase-type jar with a wooden plunger, and a big wooden box on legs with a crank on the side.  
The paddles inside were mounted horizontally.   
The children learned where the cream came from, various ways butter could have been churned (even on horseback 
while traveling), and what could be made with it.  We unexpectedly learned the effect of temperature on the butter 
churning process as the temperature rose and we had to move the activities into the building.  
Families left with smiles and a cup filled with their very own, handmade butter.   
It was a beautiful, chaotic morning of learning.   
By the time of publication, our next workshop on weaving (July 5th) will have already taken place, but we have planned 
three more programs:  Christmas ornaments (July 19), Needlepoint /plastic canvas (Aug 2), and corn husk dolls (Aug 9).   
 

Cindy Frost 

Our Heritage Nursery workers ~ always busy! 
Our plant expedition to the deep woods in the back regions of Grandiflora Nursery to dig may 
kinds of gingers, some geraniums, ferns and a small palm tree was such a GREAT suc-
cess!  We didn't count plants (too busy and too exhausted), but I'm guessing we dug up about 
125 plants.  There were tons of mosquitoes, fortunately Alan Shapiro had 3 cans of OFF spray 
for our use.  In addition to the 81 plants we bought from Grandiflora, our trucks were full. 
Then we potted the plants we dug, doing some at Grandiflora and some at Dudley.  Altogether 
it was close to a 5 hr. day.  The plant tables at the Heritage Nursery are full.   Looking forward 
to a great fall plant sale. ~ Irma Riley 



Page From the Past 



OUR VISION STATEMENT 
DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK PRESERVED FOR THE APPRECIATION OF 

FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

A welcome addition to the Her-
itage Nursery.  It was put to 

work immediately.  

Cracker horse, Lizzy.  

Farmhouse garden worker, Debbie 

Anne West instructs Holly Helton on 
the loom, Grace and Suzanne look on.   



Friends of Dudley Farm, Inc. 
  18730 W. Newberry Road 

  Newberry, Fl.  32669 

       **** Friends of Dudley Farm, CSO ****  
          Board of Directors            2016-2017 
President:  Emelie Matthews, 386-462-3016,  emelie@ufl.edu 
1st. Vice President      Gayle Ambrose             352-378-7507          
Treasurer:                  Grace C. Neagle          gn228@att.net   
Secretary:                  Archie Matthews           386-462-3016  
Past President:          Art Wade           wade.lwr@gmail.com 
Board members:        
Grace C. Neagle   # above        Lorraine McDowell  352-495-2953 
Gayle Ambrose    # above         
Susan McNulty    samcnulty007@yahoo.com 
Norm Tankersley  # below       Gloria Hughes    # below 
Committee Chairpersons: 
Collections:                      Bob Spangenberg   352-374-4902 
                                         Vada Horner           
Commissary:                    Norm Tankersley    352-363-0918 
Journal Publisher:            Christopher Cashes 
Journal Editor:                 Gloria Hughes          352-474-6442  
Membership:    Anne Hair   afinnhair@aol.com  352-472-3540 
Webmaster:                      Irma Riley               352-371-9070 
Publicity:    Irma Riley  &  Sandra Cashes, PSS   352-258-6648 
                                            Sandra.Cashes@dep.state.fl.us 
Nursery:   ‘Soil Sisters” Irma, Lorraine, Gloria, Debbie, Kim 
 

             UP–COMING  EVENTS 
  All held on Wednesdays from 9:30 to 11:30. 
Workshops geared toward fun for children:  
      July 5 -         Weaving - fun for kids 
      July 19 -       A Victorian Christmas 
      Aug. 2 -    Needlepoint Plastic Canvas 
      Aug. 9 -    Cornhusk Dolls 
    The Domestic Skills Group project 
       Aug. 30th – Bring a Project Day 

mailto:Sandra.Cashes@dep.state.fl.us

