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Note from the CSO President: 
 
So far this summer is like many others at Dudley Farm with the slowdown in scheduled activities we have also 
seen the summer slowdown in visitors. On the other hand at meetings and with work indoors the CSO has been 
busy.  
 
One of the things now in the planning stage is the return of an Ice Cream Social event at the Park. As the de-
tails are firmed up we will be sending out email and call-up notices to the members.  
 
A lot of work has been going on inside the Collections Building this summer, with a new volunteer and helpers 
specializing in the computer and archival program. 
 
Another indoor project has been the recruitment of new CSO members which as you all know is a never-
ending and ongoing process. This month it included a presentation to prospective volunteers at a local church. 
As a result the church members are planning a tour and pot luck supper at the Park to learn more about volun-
teer jobs. 
 
We have also seen a major move regarding the application for the Dudley Farm to be recognized as a National 
Historic Landmark. This is a very prestigious status and difficult to achieve. Earlier this month a representative 
visited the Park for three days collecting more reference materials and data. She will return in late summer or 
early fall for another visit which will include tours of the farmstead. As more information becomes available 
we will pass it along. 
 
Even with the summer heat a lot of progress is being made with the Heritage Nursery at the Park. Several of 
our members have been very busy with starting plants and caring for the new plants on the tables. Although 
more has to be done to make the potting/working area more useable they have managed to fill one and a half 
tables with plants. 
 
Thank you all again for all you have done supporting Dudley Farm. Please mark your calendars for the third 
Mondays of each month to attend the CSO Board meetings and Planning meetings. Times and dates are on the 
website or you can call a Board member for that information. 
 
See you at the Park, 
 
Art Wade 

———————————————————————————————————————— 
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPORTING PRESERVATION, AND THROUGH 
EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK. A ONE OF A KIND LATE 1800'S FARM. 

Dudley Farm Journal 



NOTES FROM THE BOARD MEETING 
By  Gloria Hughes 
       Friends of Dudley Farm Board of Directors ~ meeting of June 20th 2016. 
CSO President, Art Wade, Memorial donations given in memory of Becky Dean and Linda Rengar ts: 
Becky’s wishes were to support the “Indoor Education Center”. All donations made in Becky Dean’s name 
will to that fund. 
Linda Rengarts did not express a specific project or area, of our state park, to benefit from donations made in 
her memory. Art asked the question: do we want to earmark monetary donations to a certain area? This deci-
sion will be made in the near future. 
Grace Neagle, Treasurer, Indoor  Education Center  fund monies are “locked in” to that project. Whereas 
the General Fund has flexibility. 
Heritage Nursery funds fall under  the Commissary. Some of the or iginal Dudley plants that have van-
ished through time are being replaced. With necessary thinning out plants on the farm, the nursery has a good 
supply of Dudley plants. Successfully increasing and replenished these plants insure their survival through the 
Heritage Nursery. Lorraine McDowell, a nursery volunteer, reported  that the misting system and everything is 
working good. Art told us that the Unit Management Plan estimated cost of the Dudley Farm Heritage Nursery 
to be $30,000, the actual cost to date has been minimal. We’ve had donations of pots, fertilizer and heritage 
plants. As to the needs of the nursery, we are approaching Wal-Mart for possible donations. 
Gabby Paxton, Park Manager  stated that July 1st starts the CSO’s new fiscal year, now the same at the 
state. This is the very hot time of year. He has been busy elswhere with controlled burns and fighting fires. 
Archie Matthews, Secretary. Has worked on the impor tant CSO repor ts to the state. State requires a 
copy of the CSO’s IRS report as well. 
 
* A friend of Linda Rengarts donated a rose plant, if this modern rose could be traded for an old rose that will 
be planted at the farm. 
* No Memorial Gardens are allowed at the park. Something else will be done with the Camelia plants that Lin-
da ordered for the planned garden in Becky Dean’s memory. 
* Gayle and Gloria will look into outdoor signage to use when representing us at events. 
* The lift at the Farmhouse is not usable, a ramp 5’W x 48’L will be built to allow ADA access. An old gate 
and some rocks will need to be moved to accommodate this ramp which will be built along the side of the 
house in similar appearance to the house. 
* John Norris, Resident Volunteer  is familiar  with the computer  program used at the Collections Build-
ing, he is teaching the Collection’s group how to use it. Files will be paperless, information on the drive up-
loaded. 
 * The Collections group that meet Tuesdays have a new volunteer, Stephanie Matthews, she is computer sav-
vy and interested in this field. She and John are great assists to this important work. This work is moving along 
– they are progressing. 
Two book shelves are needed to better organize the Collections Building. There is $600. in the Collection’s 
fund to accommodate its needs. 
Tallahassee representative, Piper, is leaving. The new rep may be more ‘hands on’. 
*  A local church has invited us to meet with its parishioners to encourage their volunteer participation. On Ju-
ly 10th Art will be there to represent our park and our Friends group. 
*  Jim Dresser addressed the tent. It needs to be taken down before storm season. Some poles need 
straightening and canvas repaired, rope stabilizer straps had ripped, white spray paint will cover the small 
holes and look good. There is some money left for this work. Jacks to raise the tent would be best, but expen-
sive. The tent is not rented often. 
*  Heritage Nursery the lumber  stored in the new nursery area will be removed. Ar t has found some wa-
ter troughs for sale, he will look into their purchase to be used for new plant starts. 
*  Grace Neagle, Treasurer  r epor ted that the Debit Card had been compromised. The bank closed the 
account and fixed the problem. A Credit Card might be safer. Grace will look into this and discuss it with the 
bank. 
*  Special events at our park:    On June 24th and the evening of the 25th.The Children of the Confederacy 
Convention will be held at the park. 
June 25th  The Southern Syrup Makers Assoc. will hold a syrup tasting fun event. 
*  Anne Hair, Membership  repor ted that there are 74 members, Newest membership cards will be sent 
soon. 



The very lazy, hazy summer days are upon us.  

The park is rather quiet, the visitors are at the 

beach or the cool Florida Springs.  The cows laze 

about the shady oak trees with tails swishing, 

chewing their cud.  The chickens take a dirt 

bath.  Tom Turkey is the only one with any energy 

to complain, and he does that very well!   

Things in general have been slow paced, and 

tranquil.  A few times this summer, has the dust 

been stirred by a few group looking to help out 

at the Farm or come in for tours.   

The YELS (Young Entrepreneurs for Leadership 

and Sustainability), High school students that 

meet at UF during the summer, were here for 3 

weeks helping us clear fences, weed gardens, and clean fields.  The Warrington Welcome 

Class (with the UF Business Department) did a day of community service; clearing the fence 

line along the cane field.   

We hosted 2 fun events this June.  The 2nd annual ‘Taste of Syrup’ event that was held by 

Southern Syrup Makers Association.  And, The Children of Confederacy had their own 

closed event at the park, with a speaker, BBQ food, and a guided park tour by David Riker.   

We have also done a few park tours this summer, but nobody has wilted away as of yet.   

The usual, ongoing, summer work of mowing lawns and fields, weeding, mending and tend-

ing have occurred.  A big thanks to the volunteers that  come out in this heat to help with 

tours, hold down the commissary, weed the gardens, show case domestic skills, play music, 

change signs and catalogue at the collections.  We very much appreciate all who brave 

the heat; a heat that only weeds can tolerate! 

Sandra Cashes 

Like us on Facebook     https://www.facebook.com/DudleyFarm/  

*  Norm Tankersley, Commissary we have a problem keeping it open, lack of volunteers. Sales are 
down. It is important to keep the Commissary open and ready to sell its merchandise when the park in open. 
Tues. thru Fri. noon to 4:00, Sat. and Sun. 10:00 to 4:00. The dedicated, regular, volunteers are greatly appre-
ciated. 

                              Volunteers needed as Commissary Keepers! 

Norm will order T-shirts, the old logo in cotton sells best. The printer we originally used  has moved to Ocala, 
Norm needs to find another printer with reasonable prices. 
*  Gayle Ambrose will meet with the Arbor ist per  the grafting of the pecan trees to insure the or iginal, 
Dudley, heritage variety. 
*  The heavy old safe has not yet found a new home, we have no room or need for it. 
*  The Marchant family portraits have been remover  from the Commissary. A vote was taken and 
passed per this decision:  Being it is not a climate controlled environment we, regretfully, can not guarantee 
the safety of these portraits from mold, bugs, etc. It would not be prudent to have them in the Commissary.  
Norm is addressing the never ending battle against silverfish and other pest invading by spraying.                             
GH  

https://www.facebook.com/DudleyFarm/


Page from the Past  



THE OLD DUDLEY FARM KITCHEN 
by Val Leitner 

 
I have been a volunteer in the kitchen house at Dudley for over two years now.  The experience of cooking in a 
structure with no running water, no electricity, and only a wood-burning cookstove to make food (and, in the 
winter, heat) has given me a wealth of memories that no money paid for my time could have afforded.  I know 
how it is to wait forty-five minutes for my morning cup of coffee, a process that begins with pumping water 

and lighting the stove and ends minutes after its hottest 
eye can boil water.  Yet I have never known coffee to 
taste so good, be so satisfying.  Nor I did know how 
beautiful and gratifying a period of anticipation can be 
when it belongs to a different pace of life:  I sit in the 
doorway, hand-grinding the beans, losing my thoughts 
for the day in the sun rising through the fig trees; a blue 
jay hops amongst them and peers at me from every pro-
spect; Stephanie, Kris, and Kim get their morning pro-
jects sorted; I wait for the stove.    
 
I know what it is like to work in a shared space with 
women in a way that speaks more to survival and old 
patterns of relationships and womanhood than I have 
found anywhere in the contemporary world.  I have nev-
er known the conversations to be so pithy and candid 
about the lives of women, their bodies, children, women 
and men.  Cooking on the Dudley woodstove has given 
me a sense of accomplishment, pride, and self-
confidence.  It has taught me new skills for extempore 
innovation with ingredients, cooking, and heat applica-
tion.  It has given me a new respect for the old aphorism 
- which necessity has dispensed with more nowadays 
than in times past - "Use it up, wear it out, make it do, or 
do without."  It is also the only place I have ever known 
where the men expect you to chase them with cast iron 

 

Newest Volunteer of the Collections Group  

Stephanie Matthews began volunteering with collections in May.  She has always been interested in 

history, especially the way people lived their daily lives.  A native of Ohio, she moved to the Ocala area 

as a child and then attended the University of Florida as an elementary education major.  Stephanie is 

now an audiologist and works for UFHealth.  She hopes to use her organizational skills and attention to 

detail to advance the important work done by collections in any way she can.  Stephanie loves reading, 

the outdoors, spending time with friends and family, taking care of her animals, and watching Netflix! 

—————————————————————————————————————————— 



A NIGHT AT DUDLEY 
By Emelie L. Matthews 

 
Several of us are asked to submit articles for the Dudley Journal which since I have been guilty of only getting 
out to the farmstead once since the last journal is a task that I find myself challenged by. I’m sure there are 
many other supporters that love Dudley State Park but are hindered by other responsibilities and commitments.  
That is true for me—but I think I could try harder.  Of course, you know once you retire all this time is sup-
posed to become available to you.  Well, since I retired I have had to practically keep a minute-by-minute cal-
endar.   Archie, my husband, says I need to get a job again so I can find time and slow down.  I’m sure that is 
true for many of us. 
 
Before I retired I decided what I wanted to be involved in.  I definitely wanted to be involved in Dudley Farm 
Historic State Park but especially the CSO that supports the park.  And that is something that I enjoy a great 
deal.  However, my good intentions seem to get away from me often. 
 
We are planning an Ice Cream social and Campfire on Saturday, October 29, 2016 at 6:30.  Why do we tell 
you about this now?  So you can get it on your busy calendar.  And because it is so close to Halloween if you 
wish to dress in a costume you are invited to do so.  You never know we may even have a costume contest.  I 
remember when I was a child and on into my teenage years the community would have events for holidays.  I 
remember one year I wanted to be a princess or queen not really sure but my mother made me a long cape and 
crown and since she didn’t really sew much trimmed my costume in glitter.  Wherever I went I left a trail of 
glitter and probably could still find it in cracks to this day. But I felt so special in my costume ---somewhere I 
might even have a picture.  Why am I saying this?? Because you can be creative and not be a great sewer or 
craftsman but can still have fun with it.   
 
We also will have freshly churned ice cream.  You are free to bring your churn and show off your tasty crea-
tions.  We also will provide marshmallows (maybe even the makings for s’mores) for the campfire.   
 
And I hear there may be a few stories around the campfire.  We did this before and it was very popular.  I did-
n’t get to share any of my stories and I look forward to the possibility of doing so.   
This also will give others a chance to share as time permits.   
 
This is a CSO event but we also want you to invite your friends.  Look around and see if you have any friends 
that you think might make a great addition to the volunteers at the park.  And it doesn’t have to be a big com-
mitment.  Look at me I do most of my support for Dudley and the CSO behind the scenes.  There is a place for 
each of us!!! 
 
And we hope the place for you is to join us on October 29, 2016 at 6:30 pm.  If you have any questions or want 
to do something to help don’t hesitate to contact me at 352-226-0153. 
 



OUR VISION STATEMENT 
  DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK PRESERVED FOR THE APPRECIATION OF FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

                                       Thank you!!    We are very grateful to: 
 
*   Dave Marston for the donation of three wooden toy butterflies for the toy box. 
*   Haven Hospice Attic for donations of books and yarn. (see below) 
*   The Huisking Foundation for a generous donation ear marked for infrastructure and     
     maintenance.   
*    To those making donations to Dudley Farm Historic State Park in memory of our beloved  
      and greatly missed members Becky Dean and Linda Rengarts.    
 
                                               Wish List ~ We are in need of: 
 
*  Old rectangular, no longer serviceable, water troughs (with holes in bottom) - 40 to 80 gallon    
    sizes for rooting boxes at the heritage nursery. 
*   Storage shed, secure and tight for the CSO. 
*   A tight Garden Storage cabinet for the Nursery. 
*   Volunteer of group to clean the farmhouse.  Possibly on a routine basis. 
*   Volunteer as Commissary Keeper.  Store keeper. 
*   Planting (work) table for the Heritage Nursery. 
*   Large zero-turn-radius mower. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     A big "thank you" goes to Steve Tinney, manager of the Haven Hospice Attic (thrift shop) resale store on 
NW 8th Avenue in Gainesville for his continued generosity: Stephanie Bartsch issued a request to Tom Fasulo, 
who also volunteers at the Attic, for 12-20 stews bowls, to help feed the Girl Scouts, and other volunteers, who 
'ran' living history in April's 2-day "Partake of the Past" event. Tom originally purchased and donated four 
bowls, but when Tinney saw Tom getting ready to buy 11 more he asked what they were for. After learning 
they were for Dudley Farm, Steve said they were a donation. Tinney later donated four more bowls. So our 
cooks received 19 stew bowls to help feed the girls and other volunteers. 
      The Attic also donates books to us on an irregular basis, when Tom comes across those we can use. Just as 
an example, one addition to our library is "The Wood Wright's Companion: Exploring Traditional Wood-
crafts".  Fasulo is the "book man" at the Attic and restocks the Attic shelves with hundreds of new books every 
week. The Attic has donated a number of other craft books, as well as some on the 19th century history of our 
area and older cookbooks. The latest donations from the Attic were three large bags of yarn for our domestic 
skills group. 
Last year, Steve Tinney and the Attic donated the 1880s-style wedding dress, hat and shoes now on exhibit in 
the visitor center. 
     The Attic is holding its annual antique sale on 30 July, door opens at 9 am. The sale includes older furni-
ture, jewelry, clothing, books, dishes and numerous other items. Many of the items are now on display, but 
prices won't be added until 5 pm of the afternoon before. 
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