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        The President’s Note 

This summer has been hot.  I’m not to be out in the sun for extended periods of time so you won’t see me out and about.  Howev-
er, I did work the commissary one afternoon.  It was very slow and only eight folks came in the store but so many folks are hesi-
tant to get out and about yet.  And now we are hearing about more cases of Covid breaking out.  We must be diligent in wearing 
our masks, washing our hands, and maintaining that social distancing if possible.  I know some folks, due to health reasons, are 
unable to get the shots, so they need to be extra careful.  

A small group of us got together to grind the corn into grits and meal.  We decided, for those of us that hadn’t been involved be-
fore, that we had a great time and can’t wait to do it again, albeit in the cooler weather.   

Art, Cyd, Archie and I set up a table at the Farmers Market at The Village near Santa Fe State College the last Wednesday of the 
month.  We sold some toys, syrup, and other items. Attendance was down that day, but I look forward to the next Farmers Mar-
ket which should be August 25th. It was nice to speak with some of the residents and those that were visiting.  Archie and I got 
caught up with some friends that have moved into The Village.  I don’t know how I would like to live there but it might be nice 
having someone else prepare a meal for us. Although unless I must move, I love living out in the country and away from the 
noise of a city.  

I look forward to having events and folks able to gather. 

Emelie 

      Sandra’s Tidbits 

Happy August to all.  We have been having a long, hot, humid summer here at the park.  A bit more rain than usual but 

that is good for the flowers and the grass.  We have all been working between the raindrops and thunder clouds.  Trying 

to keep the farm looking presentable.   

Peter, our resident volunteer, has been pressure washing sidewalks, mowing, weed-eating, raking just to mention a few 

things.  What other things have we been doing?  The Soil Sisters keep working in the heritage nursery.  Chris, Pat and 

now Janice keep, working at the collections building.  Norm and the commissary keepers keep on working at the com-

missary.  Many volunteers enjoying their time at the Farm helping us with so many things that need doing.  We thank 

these volunteers from the bottom of our heart for all the wonderful work they do! 

So, with our daily chores, chain-sawing fallen trees and dodging mosquito swarms, I think we are looking forward to 

cooler weather.  We hope to begin some of our events later on in the year so keep tuned.  Meanwhile, we hope you can 

stay cool and stay hydrated!   

I would also like to add that our Assistant Manager, Brooke, has moved on to another position so we wish him well in 
his new park! 
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           Dudley Quilt Presentation                                                                                                                        

          By Cindy Frost 

On May 25, 2021, I had the opportunity to help with a videography presentation for the Oak Hammock Retirement Community.  

The original plan was to do a live presentation in October at the facility followed by a tour of Dudley Farm Historic State Park.  

With the uncertainty of our covid world, however, it was decided that a video presentation may be the most reliable option and the 

date was set for May 25th.  It was a day when the park was not open to the public.  Of particular interest was the quilt frame in the 

guest room of the Dudley farmhouse and a slight peek at a couple of randomly-selected Dudley quilts from the Collection’s Build-

ing.  Armed with my limited knowledge of quilts and quilt history that I have gleaned from other quilters at Dudley Farm and past 

Quilt Days, I made my way to the Visitor’s Center that morning.  Little did I know, but I was in for a real treat.  After explaining 

some facts I knew about quilting and pointing out the barn quilt, Mrs. Jones double wedding ring quilt on the ceiling, and discuss-

ing the quilts in the case at the Visitor’s Center, we proceeded down to the farmhouse.  While our main purpose was the talk about 

the frame in the front room, I also got to see the green rose in bloom in the garden and experi-

ence a brief tour of the upstairs with Dr. Hunt.    Dr. Hunt is a strong advocate for the park and 

is extraordinarily knowledgeable of Dudley history.  It 

was a privilege to eavesdrop on his conversation with 

Sandra Cashes on all-things-Dudley both inside the 

farmhouse and in the collections building.  I was hon-

ored to be involved.  I only hope my stuttered descrip-

tions in front of the camera did not jeopardize the entire 

project. 

 

 

< A view of the cane complex 

from the Dudley daughters up-

stairs bedroom. 

Look closely, you’ll see the rare 

green rose in bloom. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                  A Tasty Sandwich 

Well hello, again. When I last worked at the farm, it was 2014, and like then, we have plenty of rain and heat.   Before your eyes, 
grass grows. We mow and weed.  Coops are cleaned, chickens and turkeys fed, horses groomed, cows counted (fallen trees knock 
gaps in fencing), cane fertilized, tobacco leaves hung in the barn, fresh flowers placed in the farmhouse and visitors welcomed, 
always. 

I haven’t seen Hugh around.  A playful ghost, Hugh Dudley enjoyed my company, often appearing in my guise.  Sometimes when 
I’m cooking, or writing, I hear his laugh, and remember how he took me around, introducing me to staff and volunteers. 

I felt the forever young Dudley beside me, as I picked up this warm meal, oozing with goodness. Was Hugh nudging me, wanting 
a bite? 

            Volunteer Sausage Melt 

                    Slice of bread, sourdough, ciabatta                    Cheese                                                                                                                                          
                    Loose sausage                                                     Farm egg                                                                                                                                                                  
          Hot sauce                                                                                                                                                                                                
           In a hot skillet, grill the halves of a buttered bread slice. Grill sausage pattie. Put cheese on sausage.                                 
                 Drop in egg, break yoke, flip to heat through.  Assemble sandwich on plate with Texas Pete.  

                                                                                                    ~ Peter Chapman        

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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               Positivism                                                                             

    “Believe, when you are most unhappy, that there is something for you to do in the world.                                 

            So long as you can sweeten another’s pain, life is not in vain”.                                                      

     ~  Hellen  Keller                                                                                     
       ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

    “You see things and say.  Why?   But I dream things that never were: and say  Why not?”                              

              ~ George Bernard Shaw                                                                                      

      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                                                   

                           
Visit us at www.FriendsofDudleyFarm.org                                                                                                    Like us on Facebook 
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NAME                           DATE BUILT       

Log Farmhouse site                c1860     

Slave quarters site                   c1860    

Farmhouse                              c1882    

Kitchen                                   c1882   

Smokehouse                           c1882   

Cane grinder                           c1882             

Syrup house & furnace           c1890  

General Store /post office       c1890  

Well                                        c1890               

  

NAME                          DATE BUILT 

Flower garden                           c1900  

Sweet tater cellar                       c1900   

Dairy Canning shed                   c1900   

Men’s outhouse                         c1900  

Grape arbor (5)                          c1900 

Four-stall horse stables           c1904-5    

Corn crib/store room                  c1905        

Cistern                                     c1907-8 

Pump house                            c1908-20 

Water-tower                            c1918-37  

NAME                             DATE BUILT 

Dip vat                                        c 1919 

Squeeze chute                             c1920 

Flower pit                                    c1920  

Mule stable                              c1922-25 

Brooder house                             c1924    

Hay barn                                      c1924 

Chicken coops                        c1930-40’s    

Tobacco barn                               c1930  

Milking room                               c1930       

                       Here is a timeline of what was built on Dudley Farm 

Archaic site   (on Visitors Center property)             prehistory        

Visitors Center built in 1918        moved to its location  1998  

Interpretive barn                            moved to its location  1998  

Bathrooms at Visitors built                                               2000  

Windmill                                       moved to its location  2001 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dudley Farm is an early Florida pioneer farm, an authentic example of a turn-of-the-century working farm, dating back to the Civil 

War era.  The 18 existing buildings are characteristic examples of rural, vernacular building styles, construction and materials.      

Dudley Farm represents three generations evolving from a pioneer homestead to a modern, mechanized operation spanning 150 

years of the Dudley family and farming.  African Americans may have been enslaved people here but later were hired hands.  

                                                                                                                                                                                

Known as ’Dudley’, it was a  vibrant, dynamic cultural community with a general store, post office, dip vat and cane syrup com-

plex.   The family farmhouse containing original artifacts, separate kitchen, smokehouse, dairy/canning shed, tobacco barn, corn 

crib, pump, cistern and well are all present for the appreciation of future generations.  Cracker cattle and horses in the pastures, 

chickens and turkeys in their coops, fruit trees, grape arbors, kitchen garden, flower beds with heritage plants and so much more 

are all enjoyed by visitors to this amazingly preserved site.                                                                                                                               

      Dudley Farm,  a National Historic Landmark,  is a one-of-a-kind historic farm in the                                       

        Florida Park System known as Dudley Farm Historic State Park.   

In 1983 Miss Myrtle Dudley, the last of the third generation Dudley’s, donated 24 acres of the original farmstead with all existing 

buildings and family artifacts to the Florida Park Service.  It was/is to be used as an agricultural exhibition park and historic site 

with related purposed, for future generations.  In 1986 the Park Service purchased another 232 acres of the original Dudley Farm to 

preserve the farmstead and its rural landscape consisting of croplands and pinewoods.                                                                  

     Miss Myrtle passed away in January 1996 at home, in the same bed in which she was born 94 years earlier.     

 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                   OUR MISSION STATEMENT                                                          

Our mission is to enhance the visitors experience through supporting preservation and through 

  education at Dudley Farm, a one of a kind late 1880’s farm. 

    

                Grinding Corn into grits and meal, the old fashioned way.    July 9th.  

Joey  Malphers     

sends  the  corn 

through the grinder 

which  is  powered 

by  the  old  tractor.                      

            

Jacob sifts the meal 

from  the  grits  and  

our  chickens  enjoy 

the  chaff.    

The end product are 

these tasty, old fash-

ioned treats created 

right here at the farm, 

the old fashioned 

way. And, sold at the 

Commissary for all to 

enjoy.  All sales at the 

Commissary help 

support the park. 
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          OUR NEW ENTRANCE SIGN                               

We’ve been without an entrance / announcement sign since our little ‘house was re-

placed by the required park sign.  We’ve really missed the ability to let those driving 

past know what’s happening at this very special historic park.  Norm Tankersley and 

his son Keith got busy building an approved sign, one on wheels that could be brought 

in and out.  Norm designed it and he and Keith got busy building it, he admitted that 

Keith did most of the work.                                                                                             

Lorraine and Gloria, the Entrance Sign ladies who change the announcements, consider 

it perfect!  “Norm thought of every possible need, ease of handling; safety and securi-

ty!”                          Pictured on the right is Norm with the completed project.   >  

    Thank you Norm and Keith Tankersley!  Job very well done! 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

            Meaningful Relationships                                                                                        
          By Cindy Frost 

As I reflect on the time I have spent at Dudley Farm, I would say that the relationships that I have had with the people there have 

been the most meaningful.  The knowledge that has been passed on to me by the delightful volunteers is irreplaceable and down-

right practical.  I would never have thought on my own to label my family quilts so their history will not be lost.  Or how about put-

ting baskets of various projects next the sitting areas so wherever I sit, that is the project I work on at the time?  I don’t know how 

many moments have been saved by pinning my needle to the same place on the garment I am wearing so I always know where I put 

it and do not have to search.  Even the “new” way of tying a knot on my thread has been very helpful and time-saving.  Each of the 

folks who have shared their lives with me has a special place in my heart as I see their influence on me each day.  Perhaps someone 

has learned something from me or valued my friendship, as well.   

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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     A look at Florida Wildlife 

         By Emelie Matthews 

I borrowed information from my husband’s book, “The Land in the Sunshine” a look at Florida’s Agriculture. I shared about cattle, 
and I believe horses. Now I am going to touch on wildlife in Florida. 

Florida wildlife is one of its most valued natural resources.  Both game and nongame species abound. Deer herds and wild turkey 
flocks are at an all-time high.  Wild hogs roam the woodlands. Florida has the largest population of bald eagles outside of Alaska. 
Because it is so far south, migratory birds come by the millions to spend the winter in Florida.  Some of the wildlife is unique and 
foreign to the rest of the country.   The fearsome-looking alligator is found in large numbers, and there is a species of crocodile   

found in the Everglades.  The black bear has a home in some of the northern counties. The elusive 
Florida panther is found in several locations of the state. The bobcat is found throughout the state. 
There are some animals that are found nowhere else, such as the diminutive Key deer. 

Florida is assumed to be a land of snakes and lizards. To a certain extent that is true. There are 
more species of snakes and lizards in Florida than in any other state in the continental United 
States. All but a very few snakes are nonvenomous, and there are no venomous lizards in Florida.  
Both the venomous and nonvenomous species tend to be nonaggressive. Some like the indigo 
snake make excellent pets, and thus have become endangered in the wild. The indigo snake and 
others have found some of their last refuges in the woodlands and fields of Florida.                            

…A full-grown Key Deer…          
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            The Friends of Dudley Farm       

    Citizens Support  Org. 

                    Board of Directors        

President:                   Emelie Matthews 

Vice President:          Gayle Ambrose 

Secretary:                  Archie Mathews 

Treasurer:                 Grace Neagle     

Past President:          Art Wade 

                     Board Members                                

Cydney Wade;          Lorraine McDowell; 

Susan McNulty;       Norm Tankersley;  

         Gloria  Hughes 

              Committee Chairpersons             

Commissary CEO:     Norm Tankersley 

Correspondence:         Susan McNulty   

Dudley Fam. Collections:  Chris Smith     

                       &   Pat Fitzpatrick 

Entrance Sign:        Lor raine McDowell   

                       &   Gloria Hughes          

Heritage Plant Nursery:    Irma Riley 

Journal  Publisher:       Glor ia Hughes    

Journal  Proofreader:   Pat Svor inich 

Webmaster:                 Irma Riley  

               Park Service Specialist          

Sandra Cashes        ~        352-258-6648 

Park Office              ~        352-472-1142 

                Notes from the Board of Directors Meeting                    
 July 19th                                                      by Gloria Hughes   

With the absence of a majority of Board Members, due to business or vacation 

trips, there was not a quorum present to hold this meeting.                                        

Members present:    President, Emelie Matthews;  Treasurer, Grace Neagle;       

Commissary CEO, Norm Tankersley and Journal Publisher, Gloria Hughes.  

Under the circumstance, without a quorum, no business decisions will be made.  

An exception arose!  Norm reported that there is a pressing development needing 

immediate attention — the freezer died / failed.                                                   

This appliance is important, it is where the corn is stored to preserve its freshness.  

Sandra had used it to freeze meat she purchased for her personal use, all was lost.                                          

Norm has checked into purchasing a replacement. Grace confirmed that we have 

the funds.  Discussion per details ensued.  Emelie OK’d the purchase.             

Emelie’s son will remove the old freezer, Gloria will clean the area, Norm will 

deliver or have it delivered.   

Additionally, Norm showed us the container of old fashioned toys, from the Com-

missary, that he prepared for volunteers to sell at appropriate outreach events.   

One such event is the flea market at  The Village  in Gainesville,  held the last 

Wednesday of each month.                                                                                        

Norm also reported that volunteers are needed as Store Keepers during the sum-

mer months.  Some keepers have already gone, others plan to go, on vacation.           

Jams and jellies are selling very well.  Jim Deckle is traveling to pick-up another 

order from the supplier, the Blackberry Farm in Thomaston, GA.                         

He reported that he is looking into the reprinting of both the Dudley Farm Color-

ing Book and the Ben Picard book.  He wonders if Dudley Farm magnets would 

sell well. 

Gloria reported that Dudley Farm’s Heritage Nursery Soil Sisters keep very busy.  Plants are selling well at both the Commissary 

plant tables and at Grow Hub in East Gainesville.  We’re very happy to have Judy Hunt as our newest volunteer. 

Those of us in attendance at this ’meeting’ enjoyed relaxed and interesting conversations on many topics but little business was 

accomplished (just the freezer).   

Regarding the NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK plaque to be presented and placed (with ceremony):  it is the Florida Park 

Service that has to request the plaque from the National Park Service.   We are anxious for this to happen!  As far we know, this 

has not yet happened. 

The Board of Directors meet on the third Monday of each month, 6:00 to 8:00pm.   Board Meetings on odd numbered months,     

Planning Meetings on even numbered months.   Until further notice these meetings will be held at the Woman’s Club in Alachua. 

        All Friends of Dudley Farm members are encouraged to attend these meetings.                                      

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                         Our  Commissary 

Filled with lots of goodies for visitors to purchase and enjoy, our “Commissary” store is a great fund raiser for the CSO. Unfortu-

nately, in part due to COVID-19, we have had many days when it has been unable to be open due to lack of volunteer workers. 

Park staff has even had to collect money when visitors were unable to locate someone to pay for a plant purchase. 

 It’s not a very hard job and is even relaxing, as it usually is not that busy. It’s also a good chance to meet and talk with some inter-

esting folks. Personally, I’ve had chats recently with folks from Germany and Israel. You could even do it only once a month, 

which would help out immensely.  This is a plea for workers! Contact Sandra ( sandra.cashes@dep.state.fl.us ) or Norm Tankersly                

( normtank05@aol.com  ) about volunteering here. I hope to see you soon among the “Commissary Keepers”.      

  ~  Bill Dunk            
 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       OUR VISION STATEMENT                                                                   

   Dudley Farm Historic State Park preserved for the appreciation of future generations.                                                                    
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         THE FRIENDS OF DUDLEY FARM CITIZENS SUPPORT ORG.    

                  MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES      

            Student - yearly - $10.    Corporate - yearly - $200.                                      

            Individual - yearly - $20.                                           Organization / Club - yearly - $80.                       

                                             Family (same address) yearly - $30.                                                                            

            Life individual - $350.        Life Couple - $550.  

            Yearly membership runs from January 1st. through December 31st.       

          Kindly renew your membership ———if you haven’t already done so. 

               We appreciate your support!  

             ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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    Page from the Past      ~       August 1997 
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   We hope that you will support these generous advertisers who support                                    

            the printing and distribution of this Journal: 

   
       To become an advertiser, supporting our Journal at $25. per issue, please contact Gloria Hughes - yousguys58@gmail.com 

 Friends of Dudley Farm              

18730 W. Newberry Rd.             

Newberry, Florida 32669 

 

 


