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          HERE’S TO A HAPPY, HEALTHT AND PROSOEROUS 2022!                                     
           The Way to a Happy New Year                                                                             

   To leave the old with a burst of song;                       To recall the right and forgive the wrong;                             

               To forget the things that bind you fast to the vain regrets of the year that’s past;                                         

         To have the strength to let go your hold of the not worth while of the days grown old;                                    

   To dare go forth with a purpose true to the known task of the year that’s new;                                         

           To help your brother along the road, to do his work and lift his load;                                                 

           To add your gift to the world’s good cheer, is to have and to give a Happy New Year.                                    

            ~ Author Unknown 

         The National Historic Landmark Dedication  ~  December 4th, 2021  

   A photo of the bronze plaque presented at the dedication 

 

  

 

 

 

                         OUR VISION STATEMENT                                                        

          Dudley Farm Historic State Park preserved for the appreciation of future generations. 
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2021 Buchanan Award Recipient 
The Paul E. Buchanan Award honors outstanding vernacular architecture and cultural landscape projects within a wide 

range of formats, other than published books or articles. The recipient of the 2021 Buchanan Award is “Dudley Farm -

National Historic Landmark Nomination by Evelyn D. Causey, PhD. This exemplary work embodies the highest 

standards of meticulous documentation and rigorous analysis that this award was created to honor each year.  

Located in North Central Florida, the 240-acre Dudley Farm was owned and operated by three generations of the Dudley 

family. Now a historic state park, it is a remarkably intact rural landscape with its farmland, buildings, simple structures, 

archeological sites, and agricultural tools. Weaving together the farm complex and landscape features with multiple his-

torical contexts, the nomination makes a clear and compelling case for landmark significance during the years from 

1881 to 1945. Particularly notable is the inclusion of challenging and timely social themes such as labor relations, rac-

ism, and gender roles.   

 

 

 

 
The author Evelyn Causey was assisted by Murray Laurie, who also contributed to the nomination. In addition, the staff 

and volunteers at the Dudley Farm Historic State Park,  especially Sandra Cashes shared previous research about the 

farm.  During finalization of the nomination, Evelyn worked with Barbara Wyatt, LuAnn Jones, Cynthia Walton, 

Ellen Rankin, and Patty Henry at the National Park Service and with the National Historic Landmarks Committee 

who provided valuable comments.   In fact, a National Park Service reviewer noted that this nomination of an owner- 

operated farm makes an original contribution to the understanding of agriculture’s evolution in the post- Civil War 

South…and provides an excellent model for future nominations.   

  As a member of the Buchanan Award committee remarked, this nomination “planted the flag farther up the mountain.”  
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                 Paul E. Buchanan Award  

The Paul E. Buchanan Award was instituted by VAF in 1993 to recognize contributions to the study and preservation of vernacular 

architecture and the cultural landscape that do not take the form of books or published work.  Hundreds of studies, reports, docu-

mentation projects, restoration plans, National Register nominations, exhibits, video/digital media productions and public programs 

are completed each year without the benefit of distribution or recognition beyond the limited audience for which they were com-

missioned.  Nonetheless, many of these efforts can serve to inform and inspire us all.  

Named for Paul E. Buchanan who served for over thirty years as the Director of Architectural Research at the Colonial Williams-

burg Foundation. Buchanan set the standard for architectural fieldwork in America and inspired many VAF members in the re-

wards of fieldwork. This award honors the valuable work that most of our members and professional associates perform.         

           ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                  The 31st Annual Fall Farm and Cane Day Festival was a great success! 

 
  

   

 

  Congratulations to Quilt winner Nicholas Meeds and Afghan winner George Hamilton 
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           Meet Erica Lewis, our new Assistant Park Manager 

I want to say how excited I am to be the new assistant park manager for Dudley 
Farm Historic State Park and Ruth B. Kirby Gilchrist Blue Springs State Park.                                                                                                                             
I have a rich history with the park service including Madison Blue Spring State 

Park, Suwannee River State Park, and Ichetucknee Springs State Park.                      
I am very proud to see Dudley be recognized as a National Historic Landmark        
as it is very much deserved.  I look forward to what the future brings for Dudley 
Farm and I am excited to be a part of it.  

 Welcome Erica! We wish you success in your new position.                                
          We’re happy to have you here, working with us!  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  Janice Baker, a valued Commissary Keeper, tells us of a recent experience.  An unexpected encounter 

I met a woman at Poe Springs Park with her family. They had just moved here from South Africa and do not know anyone yet. We 

exchanged telephone numbers and she is planning to meet up with myself and Deanna tomorrow afternoon after our commissary 

shift.  I feel so blessed, because she offered to provide a picnic lunch for us.  And, I'd 

like to assume she feels blessed to have met someone in her new town to get together 

with.  I am gonna show her and her sons around the park.  If not for my volunteer ex-

perience at the park, I might not have even suggested the get-together.  I look forward 

to enjoying a nice day together and potentially, a new friendship.  

The thing that strikes me, is that when I was at a point of feeling like I had lost myself, 

my purpose, because I had left my job to be stay at home care-giver for my daughter, 

we began serving our community through state park services.   And found some pur-

pose and found our tribe.  And, in the park's, I've connected with people like Amanda, 

who need a little nudge from someone who has been through the same feeling of loss 

through transitioning (to a new country).  She mentioned,  "It is so nice to know you 

are not alone".   Isn't there so much power in the knowing of that through connection and fellowship with someone else who can 

relate.  Sometimes we can get to feeling ashamed for being sad, or entertaining feelings of emptiness when our lives are filled with 

so many wonderful things.   But, we are complex beings, with many needs.   And have a system, like a dashboard that gives us 

"alerts" when something in our lives needs attention or maintenance.  

 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                                               
      The Collections Committee update                            by Christopher Smith                                                                     
                   
We have an additional laptop that is being set up with the most current museum software (called Past Perfect, 4th edition) available 
from the state.  This will allow us to double the speed of our work by using two cameras to take pictures, and two computers to 
record the information.  

John Norris (who has been working at Dudley and other Florida state parks for the last ten years) has been working closely with us 
and has been a godsend to our efforts.                                                                                                                                                  

Finally, to achieve our goals to improve efficiency, increase production and reduce the complexity of  our work, we are on the 
verge of getting internet access in the collections building.  This will allow the team to keep computers and help us conduct re-
search, which is a vital part of our work.                                                                                                                                                      

We are always looking for volunteers to help us archive the extensive collection of artifacts from Dudley Farm.  The work is ex-
tremely rewarding because it immerses us in the history of the Dudley family and the culture of Alachua County.                       
And, we work inside.     
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Janice and Deanna with Amanda Verrall and sons 

             THE FRIENDS OF DUDLEY FARM CITIZENS SUPPORT ORG.                      

      MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES                                                                                                        

      Student  -yearly -$10.      Individual -yearly -$20.      Organization -yearly -$80.     Corporate -yearly -$200.                                                 

         Family (same address) yearly -$30.       Life Individual -$350.        Life Couple -$550.                            

             Yearly membership runs from January 1st to December 31st. 

 Submit membership dues to  “The Friends of Dudley Farm”,  at 18730 W. Newberry Road.  Newberry, Fl. 23669                                        

     We are the Dudley Farm Citizens Support Organization 

         Visit us at www.FriendsofDudleyFarm.org                                                                                         Like us on Facebook 

 Dudley Farm Journal                                                                                                          Volume 26,  Issue 1   January/February 2022 



5 

               SANDRA’S TIDBITS 

Hello from Dudley Farm!  It is a cold January afternoon (1/22); the coldest day this winter, and it will be a very cold night, about 

30 degrees F.  I hope everyone was able to cuddle up under a blanket and have themselves a cup of hot chocolate. 

This makes me wonder?  In a wooden house, like the one we have at Dudley, how warm would the inside temperature be on a cold 

and frosty Florida night? What were some ways to stay warm?  We all know that old Florida cracker houses were built with hot 

summers in mind.  Tall ceilings, deep porches, off the ground structure for air circulation, long windows for summer breezes. That 

sure did not help during the cold winter nights.  The house always feels about 10 degrees cooler in the summer compared to the 

outside temperature.  So did those cold 30-degree winters mean that the interior house temperature was around 25-degrees or less?  

BRRR!  

Here are 4 ways that our forefathers/mothers/children could have stayed warm:  

1. Heavy bedding- Think quilts! and thick curtains.   

2. Bed warmers/foot warmers/soapstone’s 

3. Fire place 

4. Heavy night clothing with stocking caps 

 
And it helped to have siblings to sleep with.  More bodies in a bed equals body warmth!  

Good thing that Florida does not stay cold for long! 

 
As always, we have things going on at the farm.  Tree trimming along the main drive.  Rebuilding the corner roof support for the 

butter/canning shed.  No more sagging roof!  Thank you, James, our resident volunteer!   

And the usual winter garden and regular maintenance. 

We had a wonderful Cane day event.  Hopefully more events will happen soon
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

            A New Volunteer                                           
      Judy Hunt                                                           

One day last February just as Dudley Farm State Park was reopening and regrouping after 
the COVID lock-down, I found my way to the visitor’s center for the first time.  I found a 
sun-bonneted “homesteader” planting onion sets (our Stephanie) and a volunteer, lovely 
Miss Terry with her dog Larry, holding forth on the commissary steps.                                    
                                                                                                                                       
“What’s this?” I asked about the many plants for sale on the out-door display table. “What 
kind of fig tree is that?” Brown Turkey Fig, from our very own fig tree on the farm!  “And, 
what is a loquat tree?”  So many questions I had.  Both Stephanie and Terry happily in-
formed me that the SOIL SISTERS could answer any questions about growing plants in 
North-Central Florida. As a matter of fact, I could volunteer on Wednes-
day mornings, and learn a lot more.                                                                                                                  

That was the beginning of my volunteer commitment to Dudley Farm.  
What started out as an outing to find birds – I found the “Pause an Ponder 
Trail – and interesting things to sketch – I found the farm house, and hay 
bales, and farm machinery – turned into the discovery of a working farm 
preserved from the 19th century, and an opportunity to get involved as a 
volunteer.  

The Soil Sisters take cuttings from the plantings around the grounds, and propagate native plants which are sold at the commissary 

and special events at Dudley; some of the plants are also available at Grow Hub. These sales help fund projects for the farm.  I find 

it very enjoyable to work with Irma, Gloria, Lorraine, Pat, Anita, and Michelle; I’m learning how to grow things, too!   There’s a 

respect for history and tradition, which is obvious to me as I gradually get acquainted with one of our treasures in the Florida State 

Park system.       

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

        Stephanie Bartsch, Ranger 

          ATTENTION ~ IMPORTANT INFORMATION from our MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE                      

During the Friends of Dudley Farm Board Meeting of January 17, a decision was made to limit sending the Dudley Farm Journal 

to members whose payments are current.  Last year, due to the pandemic the Committee chose not send Membership payment 

reminders.  Their reasoning was that many people were suffering financially during the many shutdowns and fear of the virus.  A 

reminder to pay your 2022 membership dues will be mailed in February.  Starting with the next edition, the Journal will be sent 

via post-mail and e-mail only to those who are paid up from 2020 to the present. This temporary grace period, back to 2020, is 

intended as a reminder to kindly renew your membership which continues the vital support of our very special historic state park. 
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             The Friends of Dudley Farm       

    Citizens Support  Org. 

                    Board of Directors        

President:                    Emelie Matthews 

Vice President:           Gayle Ambrose 

Secretary:                   Archie Mathews 

Treasurer:                  Grace Neagle     

Past President:           Art Wade 

                     Board Members                                

Cydney Wade;           Lorraine McDowell; 

Susan McNulty;        Norm Tankersley;  

         Gloria  Hughes 

              Committee Chairpersons             

Commissary CEO:     Norm Tankersley 

Correspondence:         Emelie Matthews   

Dudley Fam. Collections:    Chris Smith        

    Pat Fitzpatrick  &  Janis Owens             

Entrance Sign: Lorraine McDowell    

  Gloria Hughes  &  Pat Svorinich          

Heritage Plant Nursery CEO:                     

          Irma Riley                             

Journal  Publisher:         Glor ia Hughes    

Journal  Proofreader:     Pat Svor inich 

Webmaster:                     Irma Riley  

               Park Service Specialist          

Sandra Cashes         ~        352-258-6648 

Park Office               ~        352-472-1142 

                Notes from the Board of Directors Meeting                     
   January 17, 2022                                    by Gloria Hughes   

The Board of Directors meet on the third Monday of each month,  6:00 to 8:00pm.     

Board Meetings on odd numbered months.  Planning Meetings on even numbered 

months. Meetings will be held at the Woman’s Club in Alachua, to afford comfort-

able / safe distancing, until further notice.                                                                               

All Friends of Dudley Farm members are encouraged to attend these meetings.                             

Emelie Matthews, President, brought the meeting to order  with a quor um pre-

sent.  According to the Agenda schedule:                                                                                  

Dennis Parson, our new State Park Manager introduced himself, expressed his 

pleasurer to be in this position and told of his previous positions with the state park 

system.             Welcome aboard Denis, we wish you success.                                                             

Art Wade brought up the subject of the proposed moving of the Perkins house to 

the farm. This structure will be treated specifically as it is not authentic to the farm, its 

placement, signage, etc. is under consideration in Tallahassee.  The State Park System 

and the City of Newberry have partnered in this venture.  An anonymous donor has 

paid for the move of the house and necessary adjustments.                                                  

Spending Request, Art Wade, the Credit Card ‘Square’ at the Commissary needs 

updating.  Grace Neagle, Treasurer, will purchase another, nominal cost, no motion 

needed for request.                                                                                                    

Grace Neagle, Treasurer, sent her  repor ts to members of the Board via email and 

had more on hand. She discussed its details and answered questions. This years CSO 

Budget has been approved.  This is an important duty of the Treasurer and the Board.  

Editors note -We are grateful to Grace for the dedication she has always shown in 

her very important and detail specific position.                                                               

Cydney & Art Wade, Membership Committee, distr ibuted the membership list 

dating back to 2014. Cydney stated the updated membership per the years represented. 

She asked for recommendations as how long a name should be carried without updat-

ing payment, there is a cost to mail notices and the Journal.   An active discussion en-

sued.  A decision was made to send notices to members, no further back than two years, to update their membership.  Update notices 

will be mailed in February.  There will be some form of notification in the upcoming Journal.  The Aplos program that the commit-

tee uses does not allow the removal or transfer of names, this is not good.   A more useful, ‘friendly’ program needs to be found.                                                                                       

Emelie, President, stated that events are allowed again.   We informed our  new head State Park r anger s, Dennis and Er ica, 

of the events that were held at our park before the pandemic shutdown.  We need to think creatively of initiating events to encourage 

visitors.  Our park held many different types of events, all geared toward history and agriculture.  Art suggested we each think of 

and jot down three possible events to discuss and to get things moving.  It was mentioned that the newspaper, The Chronicle, fea-

tured, on it’s front page, “Antique Tractors to Return to Dudley Farm Plow Days”, yet we know nothing of this March 4th—5th 

event.  Many ideas were ‘thrown out’, all these ideas are possibilities.                                                                                                                                 

Norm Tankersley, Commissary CEO, spoke of the r esurgence of the virus throughout the area.  Therefore, the Commissary 

is back to Covid precautions.  He said the Dudley Farm book, with corrections made through research by Tom Fasulo, will be going 

to (re)print.  There is hope that there will a contract to start building the pavilion in 2022.   Inventory in the Commissary is good and 

visitors are back.  He worked Saturday, visitors spent $170. that day.   We could save on the purchase of Cane Syrup bottles (prices 

increased) if we ask customers to return their empties or use other donated same size bottles, even if they don’t look the same.                                                                                              

Editors note ~ All proceeds from sales at the ‘old store’ support the park.  Commissary Keepers are needed to have the store 

open each day the park is open.  If you have three hours free to volunteer in this way contact Norm at normtank05@aol.com                    

Art Wade  asked if anyone had free time mornings of each 4th Wednesday to join him and Cydney at the Dudley Farm dis-

play table in the Village Retirement Community.  A great outreach opportunity in which to meet and encourage future volunteers 

and/or visitors.  Art also stated that he wanted to look into reenacting the use of our Dudley Passes.  They are specific to this park, 

the CSO could reimburse the park when they’re used. We are looking to increase visitors. Dennis, Park Manager will look in to this. 

 These are my notes, not the official Meeting Minutes.  I do strive for accuracy.  This was a busy meeting, not                
   everything is included in these notes.  All Friends of Dudley Farm members are encouraged to attend these                 
    meeting.      Consider joining us at the next meeting. 

             OUR MISSION STATEMENT                                                             

Our mission is to enhance the visitors experience through supporting preservation                                                         

 and through education at Dudley Farm, a one of a kind late 1800’s farm. 
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 PAGE from the PAST                                                                                             June 2000 
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Friends of Dudley Farm              

18730 W. Newberry Rd.             

Newberry, Florida 32669 

 
  We hope that you will support these generous advertisers who contribute                                   

            to the printing and distribution of this Journal: 

 

  

        To become an advertiser, supporting our Journal at $25. per issue, please contact Gloria Hughes - yousguys58@gmail.com 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Wendell - Kacie & Stephanie                   

Harvesting the Sugar Cane 

  Old time music with John & Pete 
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