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                                                          OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITORS EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPORTING PRESERVATION AND 

THROUGH EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK, A ONE OF A KIND LATE 1880’S FARM. 

                                   A Note from the President                                  

                                                                                                                                
Can you believe we are almost at the end of January?  By the time you read this it 
will be February.  Did you ever notice, the older we get, that faster the days go?  
Sometimes I long for those days when I was young and thought the day would nev-
er end.  Of course, that was in modern days.  In the days when everything had to be 
done such as: water brought to house, food prepared each day, and the animals that 
require attention—sometimes all day long, well that is the picture at the Farmstead.  
It is so important to remember those days.  It is so important to have places like 
Dudley Farm State Park to show what was.  We never should forget how hard they 
worked, every day, with no break.   

I do a different type of work for Dudley.   I will be compiling the CSO report, the 
990 ez form and booklet that goes with it, to file our taxes.  It seems like we just 
did all of that.  The challenge this year is how to reach out to folks and make a little 
money while not having events or publicize what we are doing.    Covid has hit 
everyone in some fashion.  Many businesses are struggling or closing permanently.  
It is a tough time but not one that the country hasn’t seen before.   Be careful out 
there.   I don’t always wear my mask depending upon who I am with, but I wear it 
when I go in crowds or in stores. I’m one of those that doesn’t have to wear a mask 
because of my COPD and breathing issues but it is easier to wear one than not.    

I read some of the many reviews that we have gotten, and all were positive except 
for one.  They couldn’t figure out why everything is locked up and no one was 
around.  I didn’t answer them although I wish I had.  Have you heard of Covid?  
All state parks are closed to visitors in the buildings.  It is for their safety and ours.  
One day we will be fully open and able to provide for the public.  Until then we do 
the best we can.  Thank you to those that are out their working on so many things. 
You truly are appreciated.  

Blessings! 

Emelie                                                                                                                       
—————————————————————————————————- 

   

  SPECIAL NEWS FLASH!    ATTENTION EVERYONE!    GREAT NEWS!    

                    Dudley Farm Historic State Park                     
   The Secretary of the Interior has awarded our park the coveted designation of  

                     NATIONAL  HISTORIC  LANDMARK    

    On January 13th, 2021 the U.S. National Park Service placed our park on the                          

             National Register of Historic Places 

Of great national significance!  Exceptional because of its ability to illustrate U.S. heritage!  Well deserved!    
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                     Sandra’s Tid Bits 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Happy New Year – January 2021!  We are into another year, and here is hoping it will be a bit “more” normal.  2020 brought us 
challenges and a different way of doing things, but we accepted the challenge.  Events are on hold for a while longer.  Though, we 
do get a steady stream of visitors coming out to the park to enjoy the fresh air and the wonderful Florida weather.  So we still get 
the chance to interpret to new visitors and enjoy our return clientele.  

Tony and Stephanie get many things done.  Just recently they built a new box for the well.  We all got the chance to see the stone-
work underneath, which was very interesting!  Volunteers still come in to interpret, do maintenance or work in the gardens.  Speak-
ing of gardens;  the winter vegetable garden is looking good!   

The Soil Sisters are still hard at work tending to the nursery.  And our great resident volunteers do so much to help us out! 

The farm animals are all doing well.  We welcome Amiga (a cracker horse) back into the fold.  She was at O’Leno for many long 
months; Lizzy and Chica are glad to have another companion. 

One of the most exciting things though - This year did bring us a great achievement!  Here is an email from the National Park Ser-
vice:                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Congratulations!!!  On January 13, 2021, the Secretary of the Interior designated Dudley Farm, a National Historic Landmark 
(NHL).  Your property is joining a select national network of historic places; fewer than 3 percent of the properties listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places are NHLs.  The designation is the highest recognition bestowed by the Executive Branch of the 
Federal government and reflects the national importance of the site to the American people.   

This has been many years in the works and with many folks helping!  Congratulations to us!   

 Sandra Cashes, PSS                                              
    ———————————————————————————————————————————— 

       Resident Volunteers, Stephen and Joy Cotton 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          
When Gloria asked if we would do a write-up for the journal about what it is like to be a Resident Volunteer, I was honored but 
also at a complete loss as to what to write.  How do you convey, without bragging, that living and volunteering at Dudley Farm is 
almost like a working vacation.  There are so many wonderful aspects to the historic farm, and surrounding state park.  After hours 
and on days the park is closed, my boys and I enjoy the freedom of exploring and meandering through the woods, sharing leftover 
biscuits while visiting the chickens and turkeys, and cruising in the parking lot and park drive on scooters and rollerblades.  We 
homeschool, and luckily for us, there is an abundance of opportunities to turn the simplest of walks down to the farm in to an im-
promptu learning lesson for all, myself included. 

Both Stephen and I have years of experience working for state parks, so a lot of the work we do comes natural, especially for Ste-
phen who first began working at Dudley as an employee in 2001.  Because Dudley Farm is unique in that it is a historic, working 
farm with many historic buildings and sensitive cultural resources, we both enjoy the atmosphere as well as the process in getting 
the work done.  Twenty years ago, Sally would task Stephen with farm chores such as clearing fence lines, pulling large swathes of 
kudzu, maintaining the house vegetable garden with Dudley heirlooms, and laying the 100 year old heart-pine rails marking the 
original fence-lines.  Many of the chores that we do now, are from our perspective, fun, engaging, and an excellent use of our time.  
We feel so fortunate that Sandra, Stephanie, and Tony let us be a part of their community for a few months out of the year, this 
being our 5th.   

During Cane Season, Stephen helps with the stripping and cutting of the cane, as well as cooking a few boils for demonstration 
purposes and commissary needs.  After cane season, he helps with larger projects on park structures such as repairing the Hodge 
Barn, rebuilding the paling fence, and harvesting and making materials for the ongoing needs of fence and building repairs.  

 Three mornings a week, I have the delightful pleasure of helping open up the farm to get ready for park visitors.  Opening the 
buildings, cleaning the chicken and turkey houses, weeding and watering gardens, and collecting kindling the pecan and oaks have 
dropped for the kitchen wood stove.  Many of the visitors that I speak with are impressed with the variety of mature trees, diverse 
plants, and wide array of uses for each of the buildings.  There seems to be a good deal of interest in the history of early agricultural 
life, when times seemed more simplistic.  Most leave inspired and eager to return home to garden and grow for their families, creat-
ing their own connection with the land.   
Overall, I think our family feels pretty lucky, in that we get to enjoy the clear star-filled night skies, observe the change of seasons, 
finish the work day admiring the sun setting with Sandra and Carmen, and most of all being a part of the Dudley community.  
When I asked my boys what they enjoyed most about Dudley, it was a unanimous and energetic reply of the great friends they have 
made!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 ~ Joy Cotton                                          
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________   
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    One smile can start a friendship;  One word can end a fight;      

            One look can save a relationship;  One person can change your life. 
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                                                              A story from the farmstead                                                             
                  by Stephanie Bartsch, Ranger                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                  
On a Sunday the end of December little Henry came to visit Dudley Farm with his baby brother and his parents.  They had 
heard about the farm from the grandparents that had been at Dudley and told the young family that they really needed to come 
and check out this state park.  

They left their St. Pete home around noon and got to Dudley just in time to do the evening chores.   Everyone was protected by 

a mask.   And what a great helper Henry was!   He pumped water and watered the flowers with a dipper gourd.   He helped feed 

the chickens and turkeys.   He harvested some turnips and greens and asked for garlic so they would have a good dinner.  In the 

end he helped closing the buildings.   When I asked him, after all this work he’d done, if he was thirsty, he answered me 

through his little mask: “No, I’m three.”                                                                                                                                                                                    

 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                       What’s Happening at the Commissary                                                        

                 info from Norm Tankersley, Commissary CEO             

The Commissary is open for business three (3) days each week, Wednesday and Saturday from 10:00 to 4:00 and Sunday after-

noons from 1:00 to 4:00.   We have good merchandise inventory.   On pretty weather days there are more visitors and sales have 

been good too.  As example, on three days in January = the 16th , 17th and 23rd sales were $45, $84 and $84 respectively.   

In an effort to keep both visitors and our Commissary Keepers safe from Covid-19, we have placed a table on the front porch with 

chairs behind it for the Keepers who remain outside.  Hand sanitizer, masks, tissues and disinfectant spray are available, on the 

table.  We follow all protocols set by the Florida State Park Service.   

Keepers wear masks when anyone approaches.   Upon entering the store, all visitors wear masks and are asked to use the hand 

sanitizer.  Only two (2) individuals or one group are allowed at a time. 

     All sales at the Commissary help to support the park through the Friends of Dudley Farm’s Citizen Support Organization.         

  We are in need of Commissary Keepers to tend the old timey store, to talk with visitors from all over the                   

   world and who will enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of Dudley Farm.  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

       Visit us at www.FriendsofDudleyFarm.org                                                                                              Like us on Facebook 
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     Rosie, Chicken & Tawny, Turkey   

        “Best friends” 

                           Happy Cows                           

   enjoying their fresh hay 
                    A rafter of turkeys 

      ———————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

                                                                A note from the Membership Committee 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       
New Year’s greetings and best wishes to the Friends of Dudley Farm for 2021.  We hope this finds you safe and well in this 
unprecedented time of the Covid concerns and restrictions. 

Thanks to all of you who have renewed your memberships and a special thanks to those who have also made donations.  Your 
continued support of the Friends is especially meaningful this year with the trying times caused by the pandemic. 

Even with the limitations, your membership benefits are still there with activities continuing at the Park - - such as visiting the 
Farmstead and the animals, shopping in the Commissary for cane syrup cooked last fall, more nursery plants being offered and 
this springs new grown corn products. 

Again, thank you for supporting the Friends of Dudley Farm!                                                                                                
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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          The Heritage Plant Nursery - a note from the Soil Sisters 

It was that time, temps were dropping and frost was inevitable.  Therefore, to save our most tender plants, the ‘winter shelter’ 
needed to be erected – now!.  

The Soil Sisters truly didn’t know how they were going to accomplish this monumental feat.  There seemed to be hundreds of 
pipes with so many connecting joint thingies:   a huge unsolvable puzzle!  The gals felt overwhelmed.   

A dilemma!    No!    Well beyond that!                                                                                                                                                             
Irma Riley, nursery coordinator, thought to ask Resident Volunteer, Stephen Cotton, if he would help. 

Stephen and his wife Joy came to our rescue!                                                                                                                                                
We are extremely grateful to Stephen and Joy, they did it!   

What a great team, working like pros, expertly piecing pipe to pipe 
forming the structure.  They worked for hours with little help from 
any of us.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
That mysterious pile of ‘stuff’ became a structure.                                                                                                                                      
The framework with its huge cover - an impressive site – the plant 
shelter was up!     Hoorah!!                                                                       
Stephen even set the thermostat for the heater that’s in the shelter, 
technical stuff!  

Verbally, expressing our gratitude to Stephen just didn’t seem enough.  We were failing at emphasizing how truly thankful we 
are.  Stephen sensed this and suggested that we make him an honorary Soil Sister.                                                                                   
OMG!  What-a-guy!  We’re going to do just that and get him an xlarge t-shirt to prove it.                                                
 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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                               Sugar Cane Cookin’   ~   producing Cane Syrup 

  

 

            Pictures of  life on the farm 

   

Lots of  Valencia oranges          Stephanie coaxing Tom home         Three bard rock chickens         Lizzie getting some lovin’ 

We all most assuredly miss the great events that Dudley Farm is known for.  But, the pandemic has put them on hold and has dis-

rupted almost everything in our lives.  Our staff, volunteers and Resident Volunteers here are still always busy, a lot goes on even 

behind the scenes and on days the park is closed.  Farm work never ends and animals need tending.  Gardens need weeding, even 

in winter.  And, it would be great if we could have the ol’ timey store open all the days the park is open:   Volunteers are needed!     
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                                                        Notes from the Friends of Dudley Farm Board Meeting            

          January  17, 2021                                                                                                                               by Gloria Hughes 

                                        The Board of Directors meet on the third Monday of each month, from 6:00 to 8:00pm.                                             

   Until further notice these meetings are held at the Women’s Club in Alachua                                         

          All Citizen Support Organization members are encouraged to attend.                                           

Schedule Changes:                                                                                                                                                                                             

 Board Meetings are now held on odd numbered months.  Planning Meetings are now held on even numbered months.                                

Emelie Matthews, President ~ opened the meeting with a quor um of Board Members in attendance.                                         

Following the planned agenda:                                                                                                                                                           

Sandra Cashes, Park Service Specialist ~ due to the Coronavirus pandemic the park service is not allowing any events.   

The third Saturday ‘Farmstead Guided Tours’ will be held in the evening, dates and time TBA, unlike in the past, at 10:00am.                      

Art Wade, Past President ~ brought up the subject of personnel.  Tony is now par t time.  The OPS, Val, is gone.  Emelie 

said that the money earmarked to cover the OPS salary is reserved and will be used for that purpose.  Sandra reported that two (2) 

people have been hired.  Hopefully,  next month we will have answers to our park staffing.                                                              

Grace Neagle, Treasurer ~ Repor ted that we are running a deficit!  Due to the pandemic we have had no events, therefore 

less money coming in (other than Commissary and Nursery plant sales).   Expenses continue!  Grace presented the prepared budg-

et, it was reviewed, discussed and a motion to accept made by Art Wade, seconded by Susan McNulty, vote taken, motion passed. 

Art Wade, Membership Committee ~ lots of CSO members are renewing.  We did not send out r enewal reminders this year 

as due to the pandemic many people are suffering financially.  We greatly appreciate those who have renewed their membership! 

Thank you for continuing your support.                                                        

Special Events ~  Sugar Cane was harvested and there were six ’cookings’.  Grinding/pressing the cane to extract the juice then 

cooking the juice, with lots of skimming, to produce the end result is an annual event with volunteers who participate each year.  

During one ‘cooking’ there were a dozen in attendance including a family of three who wanted to learn how to make Cane Syrup.            

Thanks to the wonderful volunteers who did this work, we now have Cane Syrup which will be offered for  sale at the Com-

missary.   Archie Matthews discovered that the hydrometer needed replacement, he purchased two, one in reserve.                   

  Thank you Archie for all that you do to keep this vital annual process happening!                                                               

Norm Tankersley, Commissary CEO ~ Jams and jellies always sell very good as does honey, we have two supplier s of local 

honey.   We reopened around Thanksgiving.   Some volunteers are reluctant to work at this time due to Covid-19 concerns.       

Each Wednesday volunteer storekeepers Jan & Dee are there from 10:00 to 1:00 and Lorraine from 1:00 to 4:00.  Norm covers 

both shifts on Saturday and Terry with her amazing dog, Larry, are there on Sunday afternoons from 1:00 to 4:00.                   

Norm hopes that the wonderful Domestic Skills Group will continue to donate hand crafted items, even though the group is 

not able to meet due to the pandemic.  Their  lovely creations sell very well.  Produce from the farm is also available for  a 

donation, citrus is plentiful at this time.  There is a sign posted with the restrictions necessary to enter the building, ie. masks, hand 

sanitizers and restricted amount of occupants allowed.                                                                                                                                                                                     

Gloria Hughes, Journal ~ There is not a lot going on due to Covid-19 concerns and precautions.  She’ll be working on the Jour-

nal and asked others to submit articles and or pictures.  Emelie added, the Journal is a valuable contact with our members.         

Dudley Collections Committee, ~ no committee members are represented at this meeting.   Art Wade spoke of the very gen-

erous donation from Bob Spangenberg’s family, earmarked for the Collections Building’s needs.  Emelie will inquire at to what the 

committee might be in need of, such as preservation paper, computer whatever, intern salary, etc.                                                  

The Heritage Nursery ~ Lor raine and Glor ia are present.  It’s winter!, the tender plants are safely in the winter shelter.  We are 

thankful to Resident Volunteers Stephen and Joy Cotton for erecting the shelter for  the Soil Sister s.   It’s clean-up, organize 

and repair time.  Being we’re there only on Wednesdays, there’s always lots of work at the nursery.  Plant sales  are slow at both 

the Commissary and the Grow Hub Nursery.  Dave Banes of Grow Hub had our plants brought inside during the cold weather/

frost, for that we are greatly appreciative.                                                                                                                                        

Meeting adjourned.                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 These are my notes, not the official minutes of the meeting.  But, I do strive for accuracy to help inform our                

    members of what is happening at DFHSP and what their CSO is doing for our park. ~ GH                                          

         Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 15.  We hope that you will join us.           

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

      POSITIVISOM                                                                         
       Those who bring sunshine to the lives of others cannot keep it from themselves.  ~ James M. Barrie 

                   OUR VISION STATEMENT                                                                          

                     Dudley Farm Historic State Park preserved for the appreciation of future generations. 
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      To become an advertiser, supporting our Journal at $25. per issue, please contact Gloria Hughes  — yousguys58@gmail.com 

 
We hope that you will support these generous advertisers who sponsor 

                      the printing and distribution of this Journal. 

  Friends of Dudley Farm 

18730  W. Newberry Rd.   

Newberry, Florida 32669 

 

 


