
Note from the CSO President: 

 

In the months since our last Journal was published a lot of things have happened. The saddest 
news to report is the passing of members of the CSO “family”, the most recent being Becky 
Dean.  

 

Other major news has to do with the Park Manager. For those who have not heard Morgan 
Tyrone has taken a new Manager’s job in Sebring effective January 15, 2016. The new Manager 
for Dudley Farm is George “Gabby” Paxton who will begin his new duties in February.   

 

In announcing Gabby’s selection as the Manager the following was provided by District 
management: 

 

“Gabby is currently the Park Manager at Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State Park, 
Big Shoals State Park, and Olustee Battlefield Historic State Park. Gabby also served as 
the Assistant Park Manager of these units. Gabby started as an OPS ranger at Dudley 
Farm in 2005. He went on to Lake Kissimmee State Park as Ranger. Gabby then promoted 
to PSS at Colt Creek State Park before becoming the APM at Stephen Foster.” 

 

The Fall and Winter saw lots of activity and scheduled events at the Park, ranging from Kids 
Days, through Quilt Day, to a two day Cane Days event. Later in the Journal more details about 
these activities are provided. 

 

The CSO projects around the Park have continued, with the largest being the resurfacing of 
some roads and adding a new entrance to the event parking area.  

 

Again, I would like to invite you to attend our Planning Meetings to add your ideas for improving 
the Park and enhancing the visitor’s experiences at Dudley Farm. Best wishes for a great New 
Year! 

 

See you at the Park, 

Art Wade 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Like Dudley Farm on FaceBook!!! 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPORTING 
PRESERVATION, AND THROUGH   EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE 
PARK, A ONE OF A KIND LATE  1800'S FARM 
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Notes from the Friends of Dudley Farm Board of Directors Meeting  

Since our last issue a lot has been happening at Dudley Farm Historic State Park. 

I’m going to try to cover everything as succinctly as possible, if I happen to overlook something 
I do apologize.  

 Linda Rengarts retired from her job at UF on August 31 st.    She will continue to pub-
lish this Journal which she has graciously volunteered to do for the past eleven years.   
The Board will provide her with the necessary computer programs to accomplish this work.  

THANK YOU Linda!  

 The month of August,  when it is so hot and visitation is down,  the farm is “Put to 
Bed” – it’s maintenance time.  Repairs were made to the Dip Vat,  the Cane Syrup House,  
the Canning House, fences and more. 

Commissary Keepers and the Domestic Skills Group along with those who tend the House 
Garden and the farmhouse gardens and all volunteers throughout the park continued to 
welcome visitors through the very long and hot summer.  

Our wonderful Dudley Musicians gather to play on Saturday and the Gator Whittlers are a 
great hit too as they demonstrate their skills and display their creations.  

 September,  the start of another busy event season:   the Domestic Skills Group 
demonstrated and taught the skill of Pine Needle Basket making.   

The Reconstruction event with professional re-enactors gathered and organized by our very 
own Ranger David Riker was held on the 4th.  

 And on the 26th was an event commemorating National Public Lands Day. 

Jim Dresser and Stephanie Barsch have been diligently working to repair the Event Pavilion 
tent which was destroyed by a twister last spring.   With that work finally completed Art 
Wade, Andrew Waters and Bill Dunk were able to set it up again. 

When you see the tent be reminded of all the hard work that went into this project.   

A huge thank you to all involved including David, Tony, Sandra and Bennett of the staff.           

 October and the excitement continued with the annual Quilt Day which was a won-
derful success, hundreds of visitors attended.  The park was at its finest, showing off with 
helpful volunteers, the Dudley Musicians, the Gator Whittlers, demonstrators and the Domes-
tic Skills Group featuring their many talents and quilts,  lots of quilts.  

Kids Day started another season this month as well,  with “Scarecrows”.  Kids Day has be-
come a phenomenal success. The staff and volunteers do a remarkable job planning, arranging, 
entertaining and educating children and their adults each month, Oct. thru May. 

Volunteers Gayle and Gloria represented DFHSP at the Newberry Fall Festival, handed out 
pamphlets, showed pictures, told lots of people about our park and made new friends. 

On the 19th at the Board of Directors meeting, by unanimous vote, Clare Shoemyen was chosen 
to be Director Emeritus of the Friends of Dudley Farm.  An honor not lightly bestowed, given 
only to an exceptionally dedicated and deserving member volunteer. 

Same meeting, Emelie Matthews became Vice-President of the CSO.   

The ladies of the Collections Committee arranged for the Third Saturday Speaker – a History 
Presentation.   Becky Dean (we still morn her passing and greatly miss her) along with Vada 
Horner planned these monthly presentations.  

Guided Tours of the farmstead started again this month.   Each 4th  Sat.  Oct. thru May. 

The month closed with the annual Corn Grinding. Meal and Grits to sale at Commissary. 

And, that afternoon a birthday party for the 100 year old Sago Palm by the farm house.  



 November started with a wonderful two day event.   The Gainesville Fine Arts Assoc.  held 
a Paint-Out at our park.   Artists were all over,  creating their perception of their chosen 
subject from the many wonderful opportunities throughout this park.  Visitors enjoyed viewing 
the paintings in progress and were able to purchase art as well. 

A percentage of all sales of the Dudley Farm paintings sold then and in future shows are donat-
ed to the Education Center building fund. 

The Domestic Skills Group continued welcoming visitors and demonstrating the ‘old time’ 
skills three Wednesdays through the month as they worked on this years quilt which was of-
fered per chance to a fortunate person on Cane Day. 

The Commissary is open year round and welcomes visitors each day the park is open – de-
pending completely on availability of volunteers.  It’s a great place to shop for unique, hand 
made items: sewn, knitted, tatted and jams & jellies, books, hats and much more. 

Kids Day was entitled “Tom, the Turkey”, it was well attended and lots of fun. 

The Florida History Presentation on how Swamp Cabbage was cooked / prepared.   This old time 
recipe was a treat – delicious! 

That evening we got together for Stories Around a Campfire, fun and interesting.  We talked 
about how things were done ‘back then’ and even enjoyed some ghost stories. 

 December,  time to commemoration Miss Myrtle Dudley’s birthday with the annual cele-
bration now called the “Fall Farm & Cane Festival”, for 26 years this has been the most antici-
pated event of the year.  Depicting the way it was from post Civil War thru the 1940’s with vol-
unteers and demonstrators grinding sugar cane and boiling it to syrup, grinding and sifting corn, 
quilting, churning butter, playing music, doing wash day chores, whittling, weaving, woodworking, 
blacksmithing, playing games with old time toys and more.  Vendors sold their wares, spoke with 
visitors, it was wonderful.    

Kids Day theme this month was “Festive Ornaments” in time for the holidays. 

On the 12th we again participated in Operation Santa Delivery, an annual event offered by Life 
South Blood Bank, held on a huge open field at Santa Fe College.  Hundreds of children and 
their accompanying adults experience fun and learning at this event.  This is always a great net-
working opportunity for us to introduce so many to Dudley type crafts and old time toys sold at 
the Commissary. Gayle, Lorraine and Gloria represented us well. 

Holiday decorations,  the natural,  traditional kind,  were beautifully crafted and tastefully  
placed to effectively dress up the park for the holidays.   

Commissary Keepers had hoped for more business / sales than they actually had.  

January,  started with a successful Birding Tour with Ron Robison on the 2nd along 
with a kids photography hike with a ranger.  A perfect way to start the new year.  

Kids Day event was entitled Weights & Scales.   Interesting and educational,  as always.   

The Forth Saturday Tour of the farmstead was well attended on that very cold and windy day. 
The ranger guides are extremely knowledgeable, these tours are very interesting.  

      

There are lots of activities going on just about every week during every month.  I hope that you 
take the opportunity to be a part of what’s happening at our very special Dudley Farm Historic 
State Park.  Volunteers are needed in every activity and behind the scenes too.  I hope to see 
you there.   G H 



 

___________________________________________________________________________ _ 

                        Thank You!!   We are very grateful to: 
      Elizabeth Ann Smith  donated the quilt, “Grandmother's Flower Garden” which was quilted by her mother, L.J. 
Smith and the original Domestic Skills Group. 

   Celebration United Methodist Church (Gainesville), donated 10 square bales of hay to Dudley for the mules. 

    Ann West  donated a sewing mannequin on which to display the Victorian era wedding dress.  

    Linda  Louise Rosenblat  donated a painting of a sawmill.  It is now in the Visitors Center.     

    Karen Moser donated pictures of the Marchant family.  These are hanging in the Marchant Commis-
sary.                                                                                   

    The Gator Whittlers ~ For their continued support through donations of clever carved items to the Commissary. 

     The Domestic Skills Group—For the abundant supply of hand made craft items to sell at the Commissary. 

 

Dudley Farm Wish List — We are in need of: 
**A large chest freezer to store the ground corn.  The old freezer needs to be replaced 

  **  Volunteers to man the Commissary.  It is a vital / supportive part of our park. 
  **  Fertilizer for the crop fields and the garden. 
  **  A secure / tight storage shed.   For lots of uses. 
  **  A mule trainer. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

A Progress Report on a few Planned Project: 
 

Heritage Resource Nursery area is coming along nicely.  This nursery will insure the continuation of Dudley 
original plants.  Dudley and other heritage plants could be offered for sale at the Commissary.  This is an out of visi-
tors view nursery, 40x60 with deer fence, irrigation on timers and plant tables for ease of work.  Corner posts are 
in, gates are up, progress is slow but continuous.  Volunteers to assist in this project should contact:  yous-
guys58@gmail.com     or    352-474-6442.      Subject:  Heritage Nursery.  

Event Pavilion repairs.  Completed! – the tent (until funds are raised for the planned structure) was severely dam-
aged by a twister last spring.  The repairs have been made and the tent is again in place.  

Road work,  Completed!  It was necessary to repair and stabilize the washed out entrance to the bus parking 
area.  The old dirt road to the ranger’s house was in bad shape, it needed grading, some lime rock and rolling.  A new 
entrance to the parking area, off the parks entrance road, was needed to address safety issues of visitors entering 
and exiting at the very same location. 

Calves to sell.   The heifers and bulls,  five of each,  need to be sold.   The herd must be kept to a minimum 
number.  Accomplished!  The price was good and the buyer transported as well. 

Roses along the fence row at path by the Event Pavilion.   Linda Rengarts has carried many a bucket to supply 
their need for water.  There is now automatic irrigation, the roses are much happier (and so is Linda). Done!  Thank 
you, Art Wade!  Andrew Waters weeded the area.  The Gainesville Rose Society will be doing the necessary trim-
ming and Linda is fertilizing and always lovingly caring for them. Thank you Linda!  

This year they will be at their best, showy and aromatic.  Always a work in progress.  

A new 10x10 canopy to used when we represent DFHSP at fairs and festivals.    Done! 

The Piano in the parlor of the Farmhouse needs to be replaced.   It is not original to the Dudley possessions.   
Hope is to have one donated.  Project incomplete.  

Pecan trees in the Pecan orchard have been severely damaged by Mistletoe and need to be removed and re-
placed.  Cuttings to be taken for grafting to maintain/secure the original variety.   Project at this date is incom-
plete.   

A new 10x10 canopy to used when we represent DFHSP at fairs and festivals.    Done! 

The Piano in the parlor of the Farmhouse needs to be replaced.   It is not original to the Dudley possessions.   
Hope is to have one donated.  Project incomplete.  

Pecan trees in the Pecan orchard have been severely damaged by Mistletoe and need to be removed and re-
placed.  Cuttings to be taken for grafting to maintain/secure the original variety.   Project at this date is incom-
plete.   
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    Our upcoming event schedule is: 

 
Inkle loom weaving - Dudley Farm is offering a workshop on inkle weaving. Inkle 
looms are great for start-up weaving programs because they require little addi-
tional equipment, are easy to use and understand, and are easily stored. 
Inkle looms can be used to make a: key fob, bracelet, watch band, luggage strap, 
camera strap, glasses case, dog collar, guitar strap, bookmark, barrette, etc. 
Join us for some great weaving fun. Wed, Feb 3, 9 am to 11 am. 

 

Dudley Kids - A Victorian Valentine 
Learn about valentines, Victorian style.  How did Valen-
tine's Day start?  How was it celebrated?  
Join us at the farm on the second Saturday of the month.  Children and adults 
alike, ages 5 and up can join in the fun! There are hands on demonstrations, 
crafts, old fashioned games and even some education.  Learn about history, and 
a farming way of life.  Sat, Feb 13, 10 am to 2 pm.               

 
Plowing Up the Past - Join us at Dudley Farm 

and see how fields were plowed for spring plantings. Observe partici-
pants work the land plowing and disking. Learn about different types 
of field plows and antique tractors. The antique tractors are a display 
of farming equipment and a way of life circa 1930's and 1940's, a re-
flection of rural American history. Fri, Mar 4 and Sat, Mar 5, 10 am 
to 3 pm. 
Dudley Kids - Sudsy Soaps 
Learn all about Soap!  How was it made?  What is a soapberry tree? 
Join us at the farm on the second Saturday of the month.  Children and adults alike, ages 5 and up can 
join in the fun! There are hands on demonstrations, crafts, old fashioned games and even some educa-
tion.  Learn about history, and a farming way of life. Sat, Mar 12, 10 am to 2 pm. 
Partake of the Past 
Dudley Farm Historic State Park, and the Girl Scouts of Gateway 
Council will be working together to recreate a day in an 1880’s 
farm.  A fun day with:  many period children’s games, hands on 
crafts, working in the gardens, making dinner in a full working kitch-
en, collect coins and visit the old general store to buy goodies, par-
ticipate in washing clothes.  Join us at the Farm, and learn all about a 
day in the life of a 19th century farm girl as they reenact different 
chores. Watch, participate, have fun while learning about history. 
Bring a Picnic - Stay the Day! Sat, Apr 9 and Sun, Apr 10, 9 am to 3 
pm. 
 
Thanks, Irma 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Our Vision Statement 

Dudley Farm Historic State Park Preserved for the Appreciation of Future Generations 



Dudley Farm Journal  

Page From the Past — January 2008 



So, finally, winter has somewhat settled into the farmstead.  We have had a couple of cold 
snaps that have turned the plants a dark brown.  It was so warm into December that our figs 
had green shoots!   

So looking back over the last few months some good things have happened.  Maintenance wise 
we have repaired/replaced some beams and rafters in the cane boil complex, and the canning 
house.  Done the usual fence mending, mowing, trimming and weed eating. Our resident volun-
teers have removed the mistletoe from the pecan trees up front.   

The gardens have done well, and we had a large crop of sugar cane.   

Our kid’s day have been really expanding!  October kids day event, “All about Scarecrows’, 
brought in over 550 visitors.  The Reconstruction event keeps getting larger every year, as 
well. 

We did not do as well for our two day cane day event, the Fall Farm and Cane Festival.  But we 
did have a lot of competition around town with other events. 

As we move into the second part of the event year we will be having our, 

Other kid’s day events, our Plowing Up the Past event, and our Partake of the Past event.  
Maybe you will be able to join us for one or two of the events to come.  

    Sandra 

______________________________________________________________ 

Domestic  Skills 2015 
The Domestic Skills group meets on Wednesday mornings between 9:00 am and noon.  We 
demonstrate and teach domestic  skills of the 1800s.  Some of the items we presented this 
year included quilting, sewing, weaving,  a type of embroidery called bargello, chair caning, two 
types of crocheting, corn husk flowers, yarn dolls, and pine needle basketry.  One of our con-
tribution projects this year was to sew holiday pillow covers and make ornaments for the visi-
tor’s center.   Our members routinely provide hand-made items to the commissary, as well. 

In October, we were happy to host “Quilt Day.”  Our theme was “Let’s Talk Quilts,” and that is 
what we did.  We had a special speaker this year, Emily Schaeffer, who did a presentation on 
scrap quilts.  She is a very informative and entertaining lady, who we enjoyed  hearing from 
very much.  She showed us some beautiful work and shared personal stories of quilts she had 
made out of fabric scraps.  Afterwards, Bettye Roberts presented us with a bed-turning.  We 
were delighted to have some of our park visitors bring some fascinating family or turn-of-the-
century quilts for us to examine in addition to what we brought ourselves.  We are always de-
lighted to have that type of participation from our guests.  Our park visitors were also treat-
ed to a variety of antiques, which was a nice addition to the event this year.   

We also participated in The Cane Day Festival on December 5th.  It began as a cool, windy, and 
cloudy morning; but cleared up to be quite pleasant.  People stopped by to see how to crochet, 
or knit, or weave and/or get a close look at the quilt we  had worked on all year.  The quilt top 
had been made and donated by one of our volunteers, Rebecca Winthrop; and hand-quilted on 
a frame in the visitor’s center during our regular Wednesday morning meetings.  That quilt 
went home with Emily Matthews that day due to the generosity of our drawing winner, Gayle 
Ambrose  



   Dudley Farm Phone #:  

      352-472-1142   
 Up-Coming Events: 
 Kids Programs: 
02/13/16     A Victorian Valentine 

03/12/16     Sudsy Soaps 

04/09-10/16  Partake of the Past 

05-14/16      Beautiful Blooms 

 

03/04-05/16  Plowing Up the Past 

04/23/16      Earth Day 

06/25/16      A Taste of Syrup 

Dates Pending  Reconstruction 

09/24/16     National Public Lands Day 

10/01/16      Quilt Day 

Date Pending  Fall Farm & Cane Festival 

We’re on the Web:  http://www.floridastateparks.org/dudleyfarm/ 

Friends of Dudley Web Site:  http://www.friendsofdudleyfarm.org/ 

This person did a fantastic job at the Dudley Farm "Kid's Day" in October.  The 
theme for that month's "Kid's Day" was "Scarecrows, what were they used for 
and how to make them. 

 

The "live scarecrow" in the   
photo is none other than our 
own Tony Ryan!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         PaintOut 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Cane Day Mule 
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