
Message from the CSO President, 

This past year was a busy time at Dudley Farm, particularly with all of the successful special 

events, kids days, and tours showcasing the Park.  On behalf of the CSO board and officers, I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank all you members, volunteers, Park staff, and 

sponsors for your contributions to the successes we have seen.  Your efforts, time and 

donations do make a huge difference and are greatly appreciated. 

I would like to mention two changes on the board of directors that occurred at the December 

board meeting.  First Dr. Dawn Miller stepped down as a board member.  Her help with the 

membership renewal project last year was instrumental in the large number of members 

renewing in 2013.  her energy and ideas will certainly be missed by the board.  The second 

change is the election of a new board member, Jim Dekle.  Many of you may know Jim from his 

work at the commissary, along with his contributions during the developmental phase of the 

fundraising committee and the planning meetings. 

One of the administrative decisions of the board at this last meeting was the approval of two 

new forms we hope to start using soon to help increase visitation at the Park and in turn to 

build membership in the CSO.  When theses forms are printed and ready for use, copies will be 

posted at the commissary and brought to the planning meetings. 

The idea  of the planning meetings which was mentioned in the last Journal as taken shape.  The 

next planning meeting is scheduled for 6:00 pm, Tuesday (because of the holiday) January 21, 

2014, at the county library in Alachua.  These meetings are open to all interested members to 

share ideas and work on issues facing Dudley Farm.  If you have an interest in attending these 

meetings please mark you  calendar for March 17, 2014, May 19, 2014 and July 21, 2014, these 

three are Monday evenings.  The meetings will start at 6:00 pm in the Alachua library. 

Again, thanks for all the support everyone gives to the Friends of Dudley Farm and the Park. 

See you at the Park, 

Art Wade 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Cane Day Sponsors 

The following businesses and person graciously gave many dollars to help sponsor this years 

event.  Please support them and give thanks if you have the opportunity: 

Capital City Bank Monette Thomas, Alachua Farm Bureau, Publix Supermarket, 

Renaissance Printing, Hitchcock’s Markets, Malphurs & Hale Farm, Daviid’s Read Pit BBQ.  

If you have a contact with a business, next year please ask them for support.  All names are 

promoted in our Cane Day flier. 
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 Alien Invaders at Dudley Farm 

When I was a kid, I discovered that pulling weeds in our lawn helped take my mind off my problems, or 

at least what I thought were problems back then. I also discovered my stress levels declined and, while 

I was working, in the back of my head my mind was solving those problems.  

Years later, after moving to Florida, I discovered dozens of new weeds to pull. If you didn’t already 

know it, Florida has a state-approved list of exotic invasive weeds that is reviewed every two years. 

For the 2013 list, see http://www.fleppc.org/list/list.htm . There are two categories on this list.     

Category I are the worst weeds, while Category II can best be described as “not quite the worst.”  

Where I live in Haile Plantation, the invasive weeds run amuck, at least in the older neighborhoods. The 

University of Florida actually gave an award to Haile for “not allowing invasive weeds.” Yet you don’t 

even have to get out of your car to see acres of these weed. Unless soon addressed, in a decade or so 

most of the common area in Haile will only have invasive weeds as the primary ground cover.              

Unfortunately, we also have a large number of Category I weeds at Dudley Farm.  

Why is this unfortunate, especially when a number of these weeds are actually used by Floridians as 

ornamentals? The animals in Florida did not evolve with these invasive plants. As the invasive plants 

take over, the native plants, the ones our native animals use for food, disappear, with a resulting       

decrease in native wildlife. In addition, invasive plants use resources our native plants need and modify 

the environment, often to our detriment.  

Depending on the circumstances, many people have their ‘favorite’ invasive weed to hate. Mine are    

tuberous sword fern and coral ardisia (tied for first place), camphor tree (second), and nandina (third). 

The latter was promoted to Category I only a few years ago. I’m betting that more than a few people 

reading this have these plants in their landscaping.  

Tuberous sword fern and coral ardisia are particularly bad, in that there can be hundreds of them per 

square meter. There is an established patch of this fern at the entrance to Sandra Cashes house, on 

both sides of the road, which we hope to remove this year. On the other hand, coral ardisia is found 

throughout our park and we won’t eliminate it this year or next, or maybe even this decade. But if we 

keep putting it off, we will never eliminate this plant from the Dudley Farm environment.  

If you like high humidity near your home, plant tuberous sword fern. If you compare an established 

patch of tall tuberous sword fern to the lower-growing native plants, you will understand why the     

humidity is higher in and around this fern. Remember, plants release water during photosynthesis. Due 

to this increased humidity, it is a wonderful place for moisture-loving insects, like mosquitoes, to spend 

the day. If people do not care if tuberous sword fern is an invasive weed, I also like to point out that 

an established area of this fern creates, with the fallen leaves, a wonderful habitat for rodents and 

snakes. This usually makes them view this fern differently. Plus, during a drought, the thick layer of 

tuberous sword fern roots creates a barrier between and rain or irrigation and the more desirable or-

namentals, like azaleas. When they think they are watering the azaleas, they are actually just supplying 

water to the tuberous sword fern.  

UF/IFAS has publications identifying tuberous sword fern (http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ag120)  and coral 

ardisia (http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ag281) and how to kill them.  

Early last year, I spent many hours pulling coral ardisia at Dudley Farm. This plant can easily blanket an 

area. With attractive glossy leaves and beautiful red berries, it can quickly grow several feet high. In 

at least two separate cases, the berries were identified as the possible cause for deaths of cattle. the 

homestead from the west. Our cattle feed there.    (continued) 

http://www.fleppc.org/list/list.htm
file:///C:/DOCUME~1/rengarts/LOCALS~1/Temp/(http:/edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ag120)
file:///C:/DOCUME~1/rengarts/LOCALS~1/Temp/(http:/edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ag281)
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Alien Invaders at Dudley Farm continued: 

Last year, I removed about 100 coral ardisia just from inside the pasture along the road used to        

approach the homestead from the west. Our cattle feed there.  

If the weather is not hot or humid, sometimes I decide to head out to Dudley and go into the area     

between the commissary and the homestead and pull coral ardisia. This gets me out in the fresh air, but 

in the shade too, and I get some exercise for a few hours. Plus it is quiet and I’m not dealing with      

visitors. During the early months of the year, the native ground cover is gone and coral ardisia is easy to 

find and pull.  

Coral ardisia can grow up to six feet tall. When smaller, it is easy to pull up. As it gets larger, you need a 

digging/cutting tool to get the roots out. From experience, I learned that the tool is better for         

removing the plant than using your back muscles. It is essential to remove the roots and berries,       

otherwise you are just wasting your time, as the old plant or new ones will just grow back later in the 

season. I use a pair of small pruning shears and a low-cost digging/cutting tool I bought at Lowe’s. You 

spend most of your time on your knees, so you need a short tool you can work with from there. I also  

recently invested in a pair of knee pads.  

Coral ardisia does not grow in the full sun. I proposed an easy solution to our coral ardisia problem by 

suggesting to David Riker than we just remove all the trees. For whatever reason, David politely         

declined to adopt this solution. We could use herbicide, but that seems to be difficult to obtain, as the 

park service has limited amounts. Still, pulling weeds can be fun and seeing them immediately gone from 

an area is also personally fulfilling, as long as you don’t look into the other areas where dense patches of 

this invasive weed are flourishing.  

I could use some help. Any volunteers?  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Our “Fall Gathering for the Grinding and Boiling of Sugar Cane to Syrup”, or Cane Day, on      

December 7th, was a “good time had by all!”  After a few months of hard work by the Cane Day 

Committee, the day arrived in all its glory!  With excellent weather and enthusiastic spirits, 

everyone chipped in to make this day happen! We added some new vendors and demonstrators 

alongside our regulars.  Wood working, needlework, log splitting, whip cracking, rope making was 

some of what was offered for the visitor’s enjoyment.  Docents explained many of the       

farmstead buildings as part of an educational opportunity.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the many, many volunteers, groups and individuals 

that come together and make Cane Day a memorable experience for our park visitors!!  It is by 

your hard work that we are able to provide this service and historic interpretation to our   

community. 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU!! 

As winter sets in, and the fireplace is kept stocked, we move forward.  Farm chores need      

attending too; feeding the animals, repairing a fence, weeding a garden, hammering a nail,    

talking to a visitor, getting ready for Plow Days on January 31st and February 1st, other Dudley 

Kids Day, Antique Tractor and Car Day.  It a never ending circle of ‘farm’ life here at Dudley.  I 

hope you will be able to join us in the fun! 

   Sandra Cashes 



Fragrance & Melodies filled the Visitors Center 

Fragrances and melodies filled the Visitor’s Center December 18 as the Domestic Skills group and Resident 

Volunteers gathered to decorate the building and porches for Christmas.  Popcorn and cranberry strings 

were made; cloves and fresh oranges were assembled into pomander balls while pungent pine boughs and 

magnolia branches were twisted into garlands and wreaths.  White cotton bolls anchored green sprays of 

pine and magnolia for the front porch posts.   

The natural cedar Christmas tree on the front porch was festooned with red gingham bows, popcorn 

strands, hand crocheted snowflakes and angels.  After service on the porch, the tree will be planted to be-

come a permanent part of Dudley farm.   

Familiar Christmas tunes played by the Dudley Pickers – a quartet of concertina, banjo, fiddle and dobro put 

everyone in the holiday spirit.  Clare Shoemyen brought yummy treats from her own kitchen: miniature 

mince pies, a bowl of red punch, mixed nuts brownies, many kinds of sweets and my personal favorite – 

Snickerdoodles!! 
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VISION STATEMENT 

DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK PRESERVED FOR THE APPRECIATION OF  

FUTURE GENERATIONS 



The Second Saturday Dudley Kids Program 

 Feb. 12th=All About Milk     March 8th=Eat Your Vegetables 

 April 12th=Partake of the Past    May 10th=Berries and Honey 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Note from the Domestic Skills Group 

Even though it was cold several of the Domestic Skills group met to help make fresh decorations for 

the Visitor Center, etc.  There was a big grapevine wreath on the  outside wall.  Much better than last 

year’s which blew away in a windy and rainy storm two days after being put up.  Magnolia and cedar 

sprigs were tied to the base of each porch support pole on the front porch of the Visitors Center.  And 

there was a small decorated Christmas tree beside the front door.  Clare supplied a very nice goodie 

brunch and we all talked and giggled enough.  Plan to come next year and help decorate.  The effect was 

very Christmassy.    Betty Roberts 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Notes from the CSO Board meeting of December 16, 2013 by Gloria Hughes 

           It was a busy meeting, as usual.  Here are just a few highlights: 

The newest member of the Board is Jim Dekle, he was introduced and thanked for his willingness to 

serve.   Dawn Miller has resigned from the Board. 

Morgan Tyrone, Park Manager, spoke of the continued monetary support from the Huskings Foundation 

towards the future Indoor Education Building.  

Suggestions on fund raising are welcome.  This discussion will continue at the Planning Meeting on    

January 21st, held at the Alachua Library, 6:00pm. 

The 2013 Cane Day attendance was not as good as last year.  The event was extremely well planned 

thanks to our Park Service Specialist, Sandra Cashes.  Interested visitors were kept busy enjoying the 

many demonstrations, features and venders.  There were lots of Dudley volunteers and other            

demonstrators depicting the skills and life of the Dudley family era.    

Norm Tankersley reported that the Commissary had a great day with sales exceeding previous Cane 

Days.  Norm is rightfully proud of the newest books carried at the ‘Old Store’, Cold Before Morning by 

John Paul Jones, Jr. and Cracker Cow by Barbara Cairns, “A Narrative of Florida History”.  Both depict 

life in this area.  They are interesting books!  A good read!  

The Commissary has undergone a revitalization and with limited space more items are offered for sale.  

Thanks to the Domestic Skills Group whose contributions of hand made items increase support of the 

park through their sales. 

Among the visitors on Cane Day were members of ‘Authentic Florida’, who were very complementary of 

DFHSP and this special event.  The Sierra Club, Suwannee-St. John’s chapter, brought 14 inner city 

youth who loved our park and the entire event.  There is a very good article in their newsletter of that 

days experience along with pictures, see http://ssjsierra.org/?page_id=13.    

The Friends of Dudley Farm face book page now has over 1100 likes, check it out ~ ‘like’ us. 

Our Second Saturday ‘Kids Day’ program continues to be a great success. 

All Friends of Dudley Farm CSO members are invited to attend the Board of Directors  Meetings which 

are held just six times each year on the third Monday of each even  month, 6:00pm at the Newberry 

Branch Library. 

http://ssjsierra.org/?page_id=13


My brother Bill and I have been volunteers at Dudley Farm for about three years.  My friend Gayle told us about 

the farm.  We visited Dudley Farm for the first time for the quilt show.  Gayle was teaching how to make cloth 

rugs.  She worked with me to teach me how to cut the strips of cloth and how wto crochet them into a rug. 

I joined the Domestic Skills group.  They all have crafts to teach, from basket-making to quilting, doll-making, 

tatting and so much more. 

Bill helps out in the commissary, parking cars, collecting money and giving out tickets.  He enjoys the history of 

Dudley Farm the most.  He would like tohelp with the group tours.  We have asked out friends to come to Cane 

Day and the quilt show.  My friend Elsa Berger crochets the most beautiful baby clothes for the commissary.  She 

is also teaching me to knit and crochet.  Marjorie Zander came to Dudley Farm and told stories about Florida   

history. 

Cane Day is when Dudley Farm shows how sugar cane becomes cane syrup.  It’s a day that gives children so much 

fun.  They get to see how a real working farm was in the 1870’s.  Dudley Cane Day shows guests the traditional 

method of making cane syrup, including their mule-driven can mill and syrup complex.  Other activities include  

traditional craft demonstrations, blacksmithing, woodworking, cross saw-cut demonstrations, old-fashioned     

children’s games, music, a drawing to win a beautiful quilt, and many more activities. 

Some of the shows put on at Duldley include the Quilt Show, which takes a traditional look at quilts from circa 

1850 to 1950.  Quilt experts talk about popular quilts representative of the Dudley era.  They give              

demonstrations of historical quilting skills. 

They also give a portrayal of Reconstruction times (after the Civil War) at a demonstration of the Reconstruction 

by living historians telling the story of Florida’s post Civil War era.  It is a walk back in time, immersing guests in 

the past. 

On Saturdays, guests can take a walking tour with a ranger or volunteer around the farmstead site.  Public tours 

are provided beginning at 10:00 am every fourth Saturday of October through May. 

Submitted by Bill Bendetti, Suzanne Bendetti & Marjorie Zander 

____________________________________________________________________________  

DONATIONS: 

Baking pan, 6 qt. pot with lid, all copper donated by Elaine Cowan 

3 glass oil lamps donated by Peg Richardson 

Susan McNulty donated 2 Mules, 2 harnesses, other tack, grooming supplies, medications, feed for 

mules 

Bob & Gena Phillips donated a wagon for use in training the mules & team drivers 

Wanted/Needed: 

Still need hay, bot square bales and round rolls 

Serviceable/usable mule drawn farming implements—planting, cultivating and harvesting 

Walk behind bush hog  fertilizer 10-10-10  leaf rakes electric powered cherry 

picker 

Hand held citrus picker  split rail fencing  printing paper 



From the March 2001 Dudley Farm Journal: 

Friends of Dudley Farm, Inc. 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE 

THROUGH SUPPORTING PRESERVATION, AND THROUGH   

EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK, A 

ONE OF A KIND LATE 1800' S FARM. 



    

   Dudley Farm Phone #:  

      352-472-1142   

 Up-Coming Events: 

Plow Days 1/31/14 &   

   2/1/14 

Antique Tractor & Car Day   

   03/15/14 

  

      

      

     

We’re on the Web:  http://www.floridastateparks.org/dudleyfarm/ 

Friends of Dudley Web Site:  http://www.friendsofdudleyfarm.org/ 

   

Board of Directors:   

President:  Art Wade       352-278-6399 

1st Vice President:  Norm Tankersley   352-363-0918  

Treasurer,    Jim Dresser    386-454-2462 

Secretary,  Archie & Emelie Matthews   386-462-3016 

  

Bob Spangenberg   352-374-4902  Collections 

Gloria Hughes   386-462-2936              Terry Stidham 386-454-3640   

Susan McNulty                   Stephanie Bartsch    352-256-1187   Dudley Kids 

Gayle Ambrose    James Dekle    352-472-3443 

Ann West       

 

 

Journal Editor:  Linda Rengarts  352-641-6225       

Publicity:  Gloria Hughes   386-462-2936     

Webmaster:  Irma Riley  352-371-9070             


