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                                                             A note from the President 
 
Happy Spring time. 
  
Several years ago, a dedicated group of individuals worked on a proposal for an  “Indoor Education Building”.   This was a 
grand idea but as time as passes, things change.  The cost for the building now could be as high as $2.5 million.  This is not 
forgotten but we need to do something now to support the park and bring in more visitors and revenue.  
  
Being  strong  supporters of  the park,  the CSO proposed a new  plan,  one that will  do several  things.   It should  increase 
attendance to the park.  It will give the CSO  and others a covered  place to meet,  and it will give an opportunity for rentals 
such as weddings, family reunions, etc. 
  
Having said this, we can always use your help.  Now I know that I personally am  not physically able to climb up the rafters, 

or even drive a  nail.   But what we  can do and what I am asking  your help to do,  is  provide  funds  to cover the cost of the 

pavilion that has been proposed.  

The pavilion is in the planning and hopefully final approval stage by the committee that was formed to work on the plan, our 
park manager and the state.  I will be happy to share any information with you. 
  
On  another  note, I volunteered  to work  the commissary last  Saturday.  It  was a  very  interesting  experience.  I met  some 
great  folks,  sold a few  things,  talked a lot  ( I know anyone that knows me knows I do that sometimes  too well )  but  most 
importantly it was fun.  Norm is always looking for folks to work the store and I know some might find it a chore, but I found 
it to be a good time and I look forward to volunteering again real soon. 
  
Thank you for your interest in Dudley Farm and supporting history. 
  
Emelie L. Matthews 
President, CSO Dudley Farm State Park    
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  INCENTIVES  FOR  BEING  A  MEMBER  OF  THE DUDLEY  FARM  CITIZENS  SUPPORT  ORGANIZATION         

     Your membership in our organization is of the upmost importance in support of this unique state park. 

     You have free entrance to the park, as a visitor, up to 12 times per year.  Typically once each month.   

           Volunteers always enter free. 

     Notestein’s plant nursery offers a free $20.plant to members, just show your membership card  (by appointment only). 

     You are the first to hear what’s happening at, to and for the park. 

     You are invited to all functions of the CSO. 

     You are entitled to 10% off all purchases made at the Commissary. 

     You receive the Dudley Farm Journal, published every other month. 

      Your are invited to attend all Planning and Board of Directors meetings to voice your opinion on topics and decisions. 

       And, you have the opportunity to know the diverse group of people who support DFHSP through our CSO. 

                                                                   Our Mission Statement 

             OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPOETING PRESERVATION AND THROUGH  

                           EDUCATION  AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK, A ONE OF A KIND LATE 1800’S  FARM. 

 

                                           THE FRIENDS OF DUDLEY FARM MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:           

                                               Student     -    yearly    -    $10.                           Corporate    -    yearly     -    $200.                                                             

                                               Individual    -    yearly   -   $20.                Organization / Club    -   yearly   -   $80.                                  

                                                                              Family (same address)     -   yearly   -  $30.   

                                                                  Life Individual  - $350.                             Life Couple - $550.       

                                       If  you  would  like to help  Dudley  Farm  Historic  State  Park  as a  member of  its  CSO 

                                      kindly renew  your  membership  if  you  haven't  already  done so.                 Thank you! 

 

                                   FRIENDS OF DUDLEY FARM CITIZENS SUPPORT ORG.     

                                                        BOARD of DIRECTORS  -  2018-2019   

                                  President:   Emelie Matthews      emeliedudley@zoho.com   386-462-3016   

                                                  1st. Vice President:        Gayle Ambrose        -      352-378-7507          

                                                  Treasurer:                       Grace C. Neagle       -       gn228@att.net   

                                                  Secretary:                       Archie Matthews     -      386-462-3016  

            PARK SERVICE SPECIALEST  ~   Sandra Cashes  - 352-258-6648      Sandra.Cashes@dep.st ate.fl.us   

                                                                    PARK OFFICE – 352-472-1142 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:Sandra.Cashes@dep.state.fl.us
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                                                                          SANDRA’S TIDBITS 

Hello! It seems we are moving into summer awful fast! The weather has been warm to hot for February; though we did get a 

respite here in March with some cooler weather. 

We have accomplished a few things this past month. The sweet potatoes cellar roof was replaced. Part of the paining fence 

was redone. The residence bathroom is nearly finished. 

A great big thank you to Stephen Cotton and Mike Crane for tackling so many major projects!  They work hard at the park, and 

it really shows. Jimmy Bishop came in for two days and helped with the roofing of the cellar. 

Thank you to The Friends of Dudley Farm CSO for helping us with funds for many of these projects. 

Thank you to all the volunteers that helped out for Plowing Up the Past, and to Larry Shannon for getting the tractor clubs to 

bring out the tractors every year. 

We do so many projects, interpret to so many visitors, have so many events. Thank you to all those folks that spend so much 

time here or at home helping this park become better every year! 

As we move into summer I hope to see you out here enjoying your farm! 

Sandra 

          ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                                     Thank you!!  -  We are grateful to: 

*  Jimmy Bishop    who brought two nail guns and other tools, and his expertise to help with reroofing the sweet potato cel-

lar. Others involved in getting this project done where Stephen Cotton, Jody Venn, Tony Ryan, Brooke Doran ( he's the Assistant 

Manager), and of course Sandra, getting the schedule setup and everyone organized.   

*  Norm Tankersley, Mike Crane, Art Wade   and anyone else involved in the planning and building of the two new plant  

tables at the plant sale area  near the Commissary. 

*  Lois Ann O’Malley   who faithfully volunteers to clean the Visitor Center windows and does a wonderful job. 

*  Pete Schmitt and his Brass Band buddies   who play for us at the Plowing Up The Past event.  

*   Chris Cogle   who donated food for our chickens. 

 *  Jim Dresser   for instructing the membership committee on the use of the APLOS program. 

 *  Larry Shannon  and all the dedicated tractor owners / demonstrators  for supporting DFHSP’s Plow Days event.  And for 

plowing the field, making it ready for planting. 

  *   Les Caraher  for volunteering to help with the Friends of Dudley Farm website. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                     Thank you Commissary Keepers 

Who do more than tend the ‘old store’, they are gracious sales personal and spokespersons representing our park, our 

locale, the state and at times even our country.    Visitors are from all over the globe which makes it a most interesting 

‘job’.   China,  South Korea,  South America,   Canada,  Great Britain,  Germany,  Scandinavia,  etc. and every part of our 

country visit Dudley Farm Historic State Park.                                                                                                                                 

Talking with visitors while  sitting in a rocking  chair on the front porch makes for an interesting and entertaining way      

to  enjoy  some productive volunteer  time.  For the visitors, t his  is a  vital  part  of  the  Dudley  Farm  experience. 
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                                                                        UPCOMING  EVENTS                                                                        

Apr 13 - Partake of the Past.   Travel back in time and discover an 1885 working farm.   Girl Scouts and docents demonstrate 

various tasks, skills, and games of the era.   This is what might have happened in an 1880’s farm during the day.   Chores, and 

games; a part of life.   Then enjoy the day with an old fashioned picnic at the farm.                       10am  to  3pm. 

Apr 20 - Earth Day  and Heritage Nursery Plant Sale.     We are having our annual Earth Day and Heritage Nursery plant sale at 

Dudley Farm Historic State Park on Apr 20.  We will have information tables of various topics such as,  Plants for Pollinators,  

Invasive Exotic Plants,  Building a Bee House,  Zero Waster Gainesville,  Protecting Our Creeks, etc.                                             

Also, our annual Heritage Nursery plant sale features heritage plants which have been grown for decades in the Dudley flower 

gardens, and many species of native plants.                                                                                            9:30am  to  2pm. 

   

                                                Flo Rita Greenkeeper    -   SMALL THINGS MAKE A BIG DIFFEENCE                                  

Hooray Gainesville has voted to stop stores from distributing single use shopping bags by August 1, 2019 !    Go Greener 

Gainesville!    

Fire-ants have been my nemesis in Florida. The myriad of bites on my body, last summer, sent me running for the moun-

tains of New England.     Recently,  a friend sent me information on how to get rid of them totally organically,    it really 

works !!!         You can make it at home and use it on roaches and other bugs too.      Combine the following :  1/4 cup of 

molasses,  1/4 cup of orange oil,  put in a gallon of water, and shake to combine.   Put it in a spray bottle and soak the 

nest and the next day stir up the nest you've sprayed with the concoction with a stick and do it one more time  to get the 

few remaining, and  ZAP/ GONZO forever are those little devils.   It's safe around children, pets and plants, too! 

               ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

  
 During our Plow Days/Tractor Show, Pepe Schmitt and 

friends from the Cornet Conspiracy Brass Band played 

for us.   

They are an informal group of individuals with a com-

mon interest in antique and vintage brass instruments 

especially the cornet.                                                        

They collect, repair, restore and even reproduce such 

instruments.                                                                           

On instruments dating from the 1850’s to the 1880’s 

they play original band arrangements.                         

Thank you gentlemen for sharing your beautiful music 

with us.                                                                                     

Photographer ~ Jeannie Greenfield/Lamb   
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                    Notes from the Friends of Dudley Farm’s Board of Directors meeting  

February 18, 2019                                                                                                                                               by Gloria Hughes  

Gabbie Paxton, District Park Manager, reported that he worked at the Battle of Olustee, and the south won again!  Shingles 
are being replaced on the sweet potato shed.  Needed repairs to the bathroom at the ranger’s house are near to completion.  
“We intend to burn pastures in preparation of Plow Days”.                                                                                                                        
Brooke Doran, Assistant District Park Manager, reported that the company that installed the ADA required Lift (elevator) at 
the farmhouse will finalize the necessary details and supply the certificate of inspection.  Soon, we will have a functioning ADA 
Lift  at the farmhouse.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Emelie Matthews, CSO President.  Reported that the cities of Alachua and Newberry will not be holding their Spring Festivals.  
DFHSP will be represented at their Fall Festivals and at the Kanapaha Botanical Garden’s  Spring Festival on March 23rd and 24th.                                                                                                                            
Norm Tankersley   report on the proposed  Indoor Education Center.   Norm has spoken with a trusted builder who highly 
recommended an architect.  Norm met with him, discussed our plan to build the IEC in increments starting with a pavilion which 
will be added to in the future.  This, phase #1, can be completed within a reasonable time and ready for Cane Day in December.   
Phase #2 would include porches, the warming kitchen, storage areas and meeting room.  The cost to draw up the plans for both 
phases is $4,000., with a $1,500. down payment, the remainder at completion.  An in-depth discussion ensued.   A committee 
was formed, consisting of Norm,  Archie Matthews  and  Art Wade, to oversee this process.   A motion was made, a vote taken 
and passed.                      Gabbie saw this as being very good for the park.                                                                                                                                                                            
Gabbie explained that money gained from rental of the facility will be going directly to our park.  This building will be a part 
of the park therefore park property.  The Friends of Dudley Farm, the Citizens Support Org., exists to support our park so that’s 
perfectly fine as long as it is DFHSP that benefits due to our efforts. The CSO will benefit financially for use of the facility only 
when a strictly CSO event is held there.   Gabbie praised our group for their exemplary and unfailing support of this park.                                                                                                                            
Gabbie spoke about our Park Service Specialist, Sandra Cashes.  She works very hard and should, but seldom does, delegate 
away some of her workload.  She is a dedicated hard working person.  She attempts to get so much accomplished alone.                                                                                                                                         
Irma Riley, Webmaster.  Reported that  Les Caraher,  a retired computer engineer,  who is a musician and volunteers as a 
Commissary Keeper as well,  has volunteered to assist her with our Website.                                                                                                                                           
Art Wade, Past President, and Gabbie had an open and lively discussion on the possibility of the CSO being the Concessionaire 
for the Pavilion.  Gabbie explained that to attempt this would be impractical as concessionaires bid for the venue they want and 
if we lose the bid another will have it.   The concern is that the funds raised through rental of the building will go to a Florida 
Park Service general fund and not to our park.   Gabbie said that he can direct what is generated here to strictly go to DFHSP.    
Cydney Wade  asked what would happen if  Gabbie  is transferred or moves on.                                                                             
Gabbie suggested that it would be a precedent that should continue.                                                                                                                                                                               
Emelie asked if we want to get the information on this or do we want to wait.  Art said that we need to know if we can afford 
to proceed in this effort, what will be the cost per sq. ft.   Will the money initially spent give us enough information?  The $1,500. 
will come from the Building Fund.      A motion was made, a vote taken and passed to hire the architect to draw up the plans.                                                                 
Norm reported that there will be two new 5’ X 12’ plant tables built at the plant sale area next to the Commissary.  The decking 
is warrantied for 30 years.  The material is at the park ready for construction by Norm and Resident Volunteer Mike Crane.   The 
plant shelves attached to the porch of the Commissary will be removed.                                                                                             
Grace Neagle, Treasurer reported the sale of the young Cracker cattle, two heifers at $500. each, and four bulls at $250. each, 
brought in $2,000.00.                                                                                                                                                                                        
Gabbie reported that the Florida Park Service’s Parade Horse Team is disbanding.  O’Leno will be acquiring two of these horses 
and Dudley will be getting one. They are healthy with sound hooves, wonderfully calm, acquainted with noise, crowds, being 
touched and friendly for shows.      He will ride our horse at our events.                                                                                                    
Cydney Wade, Membership Chair.  She, Irma and Gloria have been working to compile an accurate list of our members.  The 
computerized database using Aplos software program is proceeding well. Cydney will be sending letters to former members who 
have not renewed and thank-you letters to those members who have renewed.     Aplos will be used to keep track of member 
data, print letters with names automatically added, also to print mailing labels.    Irma has succeeded in mastering Mail Merge!                                                                                                                             
Norm Tankersley, Commissary CEO – reported that he is still looking for, but has not found, a new jelly & jam maker, inventory 
is almost out.  Volunteer Ann West is moving out of state.  There is a lot of interest and activity at the plant sale tables.  He 
spoke of the new plant tables soon to be built.                               The Earth Day Plant Sale will be April 4th.                                                                                                                              
Gabbie reported that there is a lot of interest in DFHSP holding a Ghost Walk.  Reenactors that he has spoken with are looking 
forward to participating in it.    We’re still looking in to the details.                                                                                                             
Irma Riley –     we need a new  Publicity person  to send our event PSA’s to magazines, newspapers, TV and radio. 

                                 WOW!  This was another very active, busy and productive Board Meeting.                                                                                                                                  

                                All Friends of Dudley Farm members are invited to attend these meetings,                                                                                        

                                                   We hope that you will show interest and join us. 
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 Forgotten Settlements of Alachua County 

Ghost Towns, Communities & Railroad Sidings of Yesteryear 

Dudley - This early settlement is located 12 miles W of Gainesville on SR 26. 

Philip Benjamin Harvey (PBH) Dudley, Sr, for whom the place was named originally, purchases 360 acres with 

U.S. Land Grant Certificates in 1859. After serving in the Civil War, Dudley returned to his land to farm. He raised 

many cash crops such as cotton, tobacco and cattle. When Dudley died in 1881, his son PBH Dudley, Jr. acquired 

the farm. 

Dudley Jr.  and his wife Sarah (Fannie), built the present Dudley house to accommodate their growing family 

which grew to 12 children. A smoke house, corn crib, and a dairy and canning house were added gradually, 

making the farm more diversified and self-sufficient.  A large cane grinding complex was built in the 1890s. 

About the same time, Dudley opened a general store which offered food staples, hardware, cloth, tobacco and 

medicines.  

A post office was also housed in the general store, and served residents in the area from Oct 28, 1892 until May 

15, 1894. Dudley Farm, as it became known, was the local hub for business and social gatherings through the 

1930s. 

Dudley, Jr. died in 1918, and his wife, Fannie, and three sons, Ralph, Harvey and Frank, took over the farm 

management. Cattle and cash crops continued to support the family. Fannie died in 1937, leaving her children to 

mind the farm. Most of the children moved away, but Ralph stayed and managed the farm until his death in 

1967. 

The 1930s brought electricity and the first tractor to the farm. By the 1940s, some of the earlier farming 

enterprises such as cane grinding ceased, while new commerce was found in the poultry and egg business. The 

mid 40s and the 50s brought the modern conveniences of a telephone, indoor plumbing and a modern kitchen 

to the Dudley house.  

After Ralph's death, the farm was managed by the two remaining 

sisters, Minnie and Myrtle. Miss Myrtle Dudley, the last of three 

generations, maintained a vegetable garden and beef cattle herd 

through the early 1990s. She donated the original 24 acres with all 

existing buildings to the Florida Park Service in 1983. A remaining 232 

acre parcel was then purchased by the State in 1986. 

Today, this farm is owned and managed by the Florida Park Service as 

an authentic farm complex which served  three generations of the 

Dudley family. Many documents, photos and furnishings have been 

preserved to be appreciated by present and future generations of 

interested visitors.                                                                                   

Printed with permission of the "The Chronicle" Jan-Feb 2019, by David 

Collins 
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                                                        Page  from  the  Past 

 

                         January 2008   Volume 13, Number 1   Page 7 

       Visit us at www.FriendsofDudleyFarm.org                                                              Like us on Facebook 
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