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Our deepest appreciation to these wonderfully supportive business: 
Our Cane Day Sponsors 

Capital City Bank 
Publix 

Hitchcocks Foodway 
When shopping and banking keep in mind the businesses that support 

Dudley Farm Historic State Park. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Ranger David Riker is retiring. 
David came to us ten years ago with an extensive background in 
history, teaching and as a knowledgeable Living History Reenac-
tor.  He brought with him two very special historic reenactment 
events: 
      The 7th Florida Infantry Regiment Muster    
   and    
         The Reconstruction Era.  
These events added to the popularity of DFHSP increasing the 
amount of visitors with an even more diverse look into the 
past.  David is an exceptional tour guide, he knows Dudley Farm 
very well, past and present.  Best wishes to his wife Lori, who 
often lent us a helping hand.  
Thank you David ~ it's been an interesting and busy ten years 
~ you will be missed!  
We wish you a long, healthy and happy retirement.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                                   Thank you ~ We are grateful to: 
*   The Sweet Water Inn with the Road Scholars for  a monetary donation. 
*     Jason Vickory for  his service to our  park. We wish you well as manager of  
            Torreya State Park. 
*     David Riker for  his service to our  park.  We wish you well in your retirement. 
*     All Commissary Keepers for your dedication and for covering extra shifts,  
            when possible, to keep the ‘Old Store” open. 
  ****************************** ****************************** 
                                 Wish List ~ We are in need of: 
*    A volunteer to tend the Dudley Roses.  To help ensure that, for the  
             future, there will always be a rose from each of the ‘Dudley roses’. 
*    Commissary Keepers to ‘man’ the ‘Old Store’. 
*     More CSO members.  We need to increase membership substantially. 



Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DudleyFarm/ 

     Upcoming Events 
 
 

Mar 2 & 3:  Plowing Up the Past.  See how fields were plowed for the spring 
plantings. See different types of field plows and antique tractors. These antique 
tractors are a display of farming equipment and a way of life circa 1930’s and 
1940’s, a reflection of rural American history. Observe, as the participants work 
the land plowing and dicing. Volunteers in period clothing will be at the farmstead 
demonstrating period crafts and interpreting the farms history. We will also have 
the Southern Syrup-makers Association here at the park having a cane syrup tasting contest. Come and vote 
for your favorite cane syrup! 9:30 am to 3:00 pm. 

 
 
Mar 10:  Kids Day - Fowl Play.  Join us at the farm on the second Saturday of the 
month for our Dudley Kids Day. Children and adults alike, ages 5 to 65, can join in 
the fun! There are hands on demonstrations, crafts, old fashioned games and even 
some education. Learn about history, and a farming way of life.  10:00 am to 2:00 
pm. 
 

 
Apr 14 & 15:  Partake of the Past.  Travel back in time and discover an 1885 
working farm. Girl Scouts and docents demonstrate various tasks, skills, and games 
of the era. This is what might have happened in an1880’s farm during the day. 
Chores, and games; a part of life. Then enjoy the day with an old fashioned picnic 

in the farm.  9:30 am to 3:00 pm. 
 
 
Apr 21: Earth Day & Heritage Nursery Plant Sale. Cele-
brate Earth Day. Browse our selection of Dudley Farm Heritage Plants growing on the 
farm, and also native flowers and trees.  9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 
 
May 12: Kids Day - Berry-licious.   
Join us at the farm on the second Saturday of the month for our Dud-
ley Kids Day. Children and adults alike, ages 5 to 65, can join in the 
fun! There are hands on demonstrations, crafts, old fashioned games 

and even some education. Learn about history, and a farming way of life.  10:00 am to 
2:00 pm. 
Irma Riley 

Tony Ryan at the new Cattle Handling Complex  

https://www.facebook.com/DudleyFarm/


Note from the President 
 
The Dudley Journal—it’s time for another one.  I started thinking, what does Dudley Farm mean to me? It’s a quiet place
-most of the time—to get away from it all.  To go back in time and imagine what it was like to live at a slower pace. Oh 
wait, there is nothing slower paced about plowing and planting fields, cutting wood, pulling weeds, feeding animals, 
mowing, repairing buildings, pruning trees, picking fruit, working with the farm animals and making sure that everything 
works like clockwork –the list goes on and on.  All of it so that the park can be opened and visitors can come and see 
what it was like in the slow, quiet days of the past.  Some of you live that life every day.  Others come and enjoy a morn-
ing or several, volunteering.  What would we do without volunteers?  Each one of you are precious—yes even you 
guys—you all have qualities that can’t begin to be appreciated and you are so valuable to accomplish the result—a living 
history farm to show others what it was like.  Now the staff works hard and I appreciate every one of them.  They have a 
commitment and passion for the job they choose.  And we are so grateful they chose it. But remember, they can’t do 
their job, their passion without volunteers and folks that care about what it was like and want to share what it is like.    
 
I say all of this because we can use a few more folks.  A few more folks dedicated to the way it was.  To share with oth-
ers.  Okay, so I’m “preaching to the choir” here because if you are reading this you probably already have a connection 
to the farm.  But I am hoping you will share the word.  Share the word with your friends, fellow employees, someone 
you meet at the farmers market. Talk about Dudley Farm.  Share what it means to you.  Do you have a favorite event?  A 
favorite season? A memory that you can share, or maybe we have memories that still need to be made. 
 
I will be the first to admit I don’t spend the time at the farm like I would or should.  I decided to retire in August 2015 
but somehow it never came to fruition.  I have been back to work three times and I’m currently the Acting Academic 
Advisor for Plant Science at the University of Florida.  But that has opened another world and I hope a connection for 
Dudley Farm.  I have students that are studying about plants, sustainable agriculture, native plant conservation, plant 
breeding the list goes on.  I hope to create an opportunity for them.  Youth or at least younger adults—wouldn’t it be 
great.  Unfortunately, most of us don’t appreciate the past until we are older.  I hope to share with some youth the joy of 
Dudley Farm.  The feelings of accomplishment when you see something you worked so hard for grow, bloom and add to 
the beauty of the world—okay at least the beauty of Dudley Farm State Park.  And it is beautiful. 
 
So, in the future, if you see some younger folks coming around and wanting to help ensure the future of the park, please 
welcome them.  I know you all are a friendly crowd but sometimes—we all—get involved in what we are doing and nev-
er look beyond.   
 
And again, I’m just a phone call 352-226-0153 or e-mail (emelie@ufl.edu) away.   
Have a great month sharing your gift of Dudley with others. 
Thank you for letting me serve you. 
 

Emelie 

Emelie L. Matthews, CSO President 

Sandra's Tidbits 
Hello everyone! It seems that spring is here, what!  It's only the beginning of March!  There is the smell of or-
ange blossoms in the air, the amaryllis are beginning to bloom, and I think I see the Easter lilies poking their 
little leaves out.  
It feels like we just started our event season when in reality it is almost coming to an end. Our Plowing Up the 
Past is done. All we have left is a couple of Dudley Kids Day, Partake of the Past, and an Earth Day.  Make 
sure and come enjoy the park during one of the events. The smells that come out of the kitchen are divine, 
thanks to the Wood Stove Sisters!  It is always a pleasure to see all our wonderful volunteers helping out.  Va-
da in the house talking about family history.  Tom at the store chatting up the visitors.  We'll have great fun! 
We will be losing our very talented Park Ranger, David Riker.  He is retiring on March 8th.  He has been a 
wealth of knowledge for our wonderful park.  We wish him well in all his future endeavors.  
Let’s make sure that we welcome our new Park Ranger when he/she comes aboard. 
I wanted to add - a great, big, wonderful thank you to our CSO.  They purchased a much needed cattle han-
dling pen for the park, with additional supplies.  It was put up by Tony, Jody and Mike Crane.  Then Tony and 
Mike built all the pens!  Way to go everyone. 
So, until next time... 

mailto:emelie@ufl.edu


NOTES from the FRIENDS of DUDLEY FARM BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
February 19, 2018        by Gloria Hughes 

 
President Emelie Matthews called the meeting to order .   
Due to the library being closed today this meeting is held at the Matthews’ residence.  Our usual venue is the library 
meeting room.  A real treat greeted us after the meeting ~ homemade soup, hoe cakes and dessert too.   Yummy!   
Thank you Emelie & Archie. 
Park Manager Gabbie Paxton The cow pen is “pretty much done”.  Jason Vickery will be leaving our  distr ict as he 
moves to another park. 
Gabbie completed interviews and decisions have been made as to who will fill the vacancies in parks under his jurisdic-
tion.  He is now waiting for confirmation from Tallahassee which is expected in March or April.    
Emelie Matthews will meet tomorrow with a contractor , who Paula Russo recommended, to discuss and plan 
placing a new ADA outdoor lift to the back porch of the farmhouse.  We will then, again, be in compliance with 
ADA regulations. 
Plans for the pavilion are still alive.  It will have a poured concrete pad and a sidewalk. 
Approx. 50 members of the Fort Christmas Historical Society will be visiting our park on Saturday, April 28th.   We will 
host a tour and luncheon.  A request for volunteers will be sent closer to that date for whatever help is needed. 
The bequeath from Linda Rengarts has been moved from its or iginal Raymond James account to an Edward 
Jones account.   This affords us an individual agent completely unattached to the other heirs.  Signatures of the President, 
Vice-President and Treasurer are needed and the transaction will be complete. 
Grace Neagle, Treasurer  r equested permission to pay the Fr iends of Dudley Farm website company annually 
instead of monthly, amount $588.  Art Wade asked if a contract has been signed with this company, Grace will make 
sure there is a contract.  A motion was made to make available $600. to pay Blue Dove on a yearly basis, after discussion 
a vote was taken and the motion passed. 
Norm Tankersley, Commissary Coordinator reported that the oil paintings donated by our  fr iend and local ar tist 
Karen LeMonnier have been sold.  Six of them were bought by Commissary Keeper  Jim Dekle who chose to leave 
them on display, as is.  Karen has again given us, on consignment, six additional oil paintings.  The CSO receives 25% 
of the sale price of these lovely works of art depicting scenes of Dudley Farm.  Another local artist, a friend of Karen, 
will be supplying us with even more paintings and prints from local artists.     
Commissary Keepers are needed.  Due to unforeseen individual situations, some of our dedicated Commissary Keep-
ers find they are unable to help us at this time.  The store needs coverage on Fridays two shifts and from 1:00 to 4:00 
on Thursdays and Sundays.  The old store is well stocked with merchandise, many unique items.   
[My note:  All sales at the old store help to support the park, therefore the Commissary needs to be 
open for business when the park is open, visitors / potential customers should not have to find its doors shut 
during park hours!   This is the busiest and most profitable time of year for sales at the Commissary as visi-
tors from all over the world come to Florida avoiding snow and cold temps ~ GH ]   

Thank you!  All Commissary workers for your faithful dedication.  And for volunteering to cover extra hours when pos-
sible. 
Removal of trees ~ Ear l Clemmons’ bid of $1600. to remove the three (3) trees earmarked for removal was accepted.  
Mr. Clemmons carries the necessary insurance to work at the park.  A motion was made to hire Earl Clemmons to re-
move these three trees. There was more discussion, a vote taken, the motion passed.  Emelie will contact him to confirm 
the acceptance of his bid and Sandra will schedule the work. 
Sandra Cashes, Park Service Specialist.  Spoke of the up-coming events through April. 
She and Stephanie had traveled to the Earth Skills Event to evaluate whether it would be a good event at our park.  The 
conclusion was that it would not and listed the reasons.  
Membership ~ A membership committee has not yet been organized.   
A letter will be composed and sent to those who now receive the Dudley Farm Journal.  All current members should be 
receiving the Journal either by e-mail of post mail.  If you are no longer a member please let us know.  We are attempt-
ing to compile an accurate list of members.  If you haven’t yet sent your yearly membership dues and would like to 
help DFHSP in this way, please submit as soon as possible.  
Individual contact information will be listed for the Couple and Life Couple memberships. 
Volunteers Needed ~ in many positions throughout the park!  But, for  the Commissary and Nursery, Art Wade 
suggested that local retirement centers be approached through their Event Directors.  Many active individuals residing in 
retirement communities would enjoy being Commissary Keepers or helping at the Dudley Farm Heritage Nursery.  Near 
by there is Harbor Chase, Oak Hammock, The Village, the VA and more.      Great idea! 

   ~ Consider joining us for these business meetings, we’d love to know that you care enough to attend. ~ 
  These are my notes of the Board of Directors Meeting, not the minutes.  I attempt to report accurately and completely 

what transpired, for your knowledge.  GH 



 
 
 
                     The Friends of Dudley Farm Membership Categories: 
         Student                          $10.                         Corporate                   $200. 
         Individual                      $20.                         Life Individual           $350.  
         Family (same address)  $30.                         Life Couple                $550.  
                                           Organization / Clubs        $80.   

Spring at the Heritage Nursery 
Spring is breaking out in our Heritage Nursery. Many 
beautiful blooms are now available.  The pinks of azaleas 
and redbud trees, the reds of the Florida red buckeye and 
cross vine, the lavender of lyre-leaf sage, the whites of 
bridal wreath and Walter's viburnum, the violets of 
"violets" and more. Please stop by and browse our plant 
tables at the gift shop "Commissary".    ~ Irma Riley 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK PRESERVED FOR THE APPRECIATION OF FUTURE 

GENERATIONS. 



The Domestic Skills Group  
 
 

 In February 2018, the Domestic Skills Group received a very precious gift from our friend, Pat.  We were hon-
ored to be presented with 5 of her grandmother’s quilt tops.  She has some finished quilts that her grandmother had made 
and wouldn’t part with them for anything, but these tops were “just sitting in the drawer.”  She wanted to get them out so 
others would enjoy them and knew that she would never do anything with them.  She understood the work her grand-
mother had invested in cutting the pieces and sewing them together.   When she heard at Quilt Day last year that our 
drawing quilt had been finished from a previously donated quilt top, she decided what she wanted to do.  By entrusting 
these treasures to us, she is also helping preserve the park for future generations.  As each one is completed, it will find a 
new home with a park donor selected in a drawing on Cane Day.  The first quilt top is already sandwiched, basted, and 
on the quilt frame ready to start its new life outside of the drawer.   What a kind and generous gift!  Thank you, Pat. 
~Cindy Frost 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPORTING 
PRESERVATION, AND THROUGH EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE 

PARK. A ONE OF A KIND LATE 1800'S FARM. 

Invasive Weeds at Dudley Farm 
 

January-March is the best time to spray for invasive coral ardisia, as the native ground cover hasn't flushed out yet, mak-
ing it easier to find and target this plant. Sandra Cashes requested the park service supply Dudley Farm with a new 2.5 
gallon container of triclopyr 4, which controls woody and broadleaf weeds. Meanwhile, the Friends of Dudley Farm pur-
chased a 4-gallon backpack sprayer to apply it. Since recommended application rates are 3 ounces per gallon, the 2.5 
gallons will allow coverage of a large area. 
 
Having such a sprayer also allows better use of volunteer time, as only one mixture needs to be prepared. Previously, it 
required several trips back to the pesticide area to refill the 1-gallon sprayers. Backpack sprayers also have a lever allow-
ing the person carrying the sprayer to easily maintain the necessary pressure in the sprayer, making it more efficient 
without taking it off the shoulders. 

Volunteer Tom Fasulo has already applied the herbicide with the sprayer, and reports he was able to cover a much larger 
area in a shorter period of time. He'll continue to do so as his schedule and early spring temperatures allow. While 
triclopyr has a low risk LD50 of over 1500 mg/kg , it vaporizes in temperatures over 85 degrees and shouldn't be applied 
then. Due to the weed's biology, repeat applications next winter will be necessary to control the ardisia, as seeds dropped 
this year will germinate during the summer. As a former entomologist with the University of Florida, Tom is very 
knowledgeable in pesticide spraying and safety. 
 
While coral ardisia was introduced into Florida as an attractive ornamental, its biology allows it to take over the under-
story in native woodlands. It is a Category 1 (the worst category) weed in Florida and is one of the top ten weeds found 
in state parks. In addition, UF/IFAS reports the plant is potentially poisonous to livestock, pets and people, especially 
children who might be attracted to the bright red berries. Since the herbicide is being applied in wooded areas, potential 
visitor or volunteer contact is very minimal. 

Pollinators - When admiring the color and beauty of butterflies, hummingbirds and bees, have you ever stopped to think 
about the critical role they play as pollinators?  Many food crops rely on pollinators, so do plants that are essential food 
for wildlife.  Today pollinators are in danger.  Monarch butterflies have declined by 90% over the last two decades and 
native bee species are at risk. Consider helping our pollinators, therefore helping ourselves, by expanding their habitat in 
your back yard and encouraging others to do the same. Find information on how you can help by checking on line or at 
the library.   



Page from the Past  



Friends of Dudley Farm, Inc. 
  18730 W. Newberry Road 

  Newberry, Fl.  32669 

 “ UP–COMING  EVENTS “ 
  

March 10th   Kids Day  “Fowl Play” 
                     10:00 to 2:00   

April 14th & 15th “Partake of the Past” 
   Children and Adults    9:30 to 3:00    
           staring the Girl Scouts  
Apr. 21st  Earth Day celebration 9 to 1:00  
         & Heritage Nursery Plant Sale 

May 12th   Kids Day  “Berry-licious”   
                  10:00 to 2:00   
        ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                    
2nd Saturday of ea. month is Kids Day  
        10:00 to 2:00.  Oct thru May. 
4th Saturday Guided Tours of the  
   farmstead.  10:00am   Oct thru May  
         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The Domestic Skills Group meets most  
Wednesdays, 9:30 in the Visitors Center 
                       
          Park office – 352-472-1142   

       **** Friends of Dudley Farm, CSO ****  

BOARD of DIRECTORS                           2017-2018 

President:              Emelie Matthews  -    386-462-3016,  

                                emelie@ufl.edu 

1st. Vice President    Gayle Ambrose      -    352-378-7507          

Treasurer:               Grace C. Neagle     -    gn228@att.net   

Secretary:                Archie Matthews  -    386-462-3016  

Past President:        Art Wade   -   wade.lwr@gmail.com 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

Grace C. Neagle   # above      

Gayle Ambrose #above    Lorraine McDowell - 352-495-2953  

SusanMcNulty     -     samcnulty007@yahoo.com 

Norm Tankersley  # below              Gloria Hughes    # below 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS: 

Journal Editor:    Gloria Hughes – yousguys58@gmail.com           

Journal Publisher:    Christopher Cashes 

Nursery Coordinator:   Irma Riley – irhenryr@cox.net   

      ‘Soil Sisters” Irma, Lorraine, Gloria, Debbie, Kim 

Commissary Coordinator:  - Norm Tankersley  - 352-363-0918 

Collections Committee:   Bob Spangenberg    

                         and   Vada Horner – vadasophie@aol.com          

Webmaster:   Irma Riley  -  352-371-9070    irhenryr@cox.net   

Publicity:    Irma Riley   &  Gloria Hughes    contact info above 

Entrance Sign:    Lorraine McDowell    and    Gloria Hughes 

Sandra Cashes  ~  Park Service Specialist  -   

352-258-6648 

 Sandra.Cashes@dep.state.fl.us 

mailto:Sandra.Cashes@dep.state.fl.us

