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     Up-Coming Events 
 

The Reconstruction Era: The time after  the War  Between the States was 
very difficult. Living historians will re-enact the life of many different people: 
the US Army Occupation Officer and soldiers, former Confederate soldiers,  
Irish share cropper, temperance ladies, cow hunters, freemen, storekeeper  
and more. Witness this pivotal time in our history as returning soldiers  
fought for work with foreign immigrants and cattlemen tried to rebuild their  
herds.                  Feb 23 & Feb 24, 9 am to 4 pm. 
 
 
Plowing Up the Past: See farmers on their  vintage machines plow a field  
where sugar cane and corn will soon be planted. 
This event honors the innovations in methods and equipment, showing the  
historical significance and importance of the tractor to agriculture.  
                Mar 2 & Mar 3, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

       Happy New Year! 
    Health, Happiness, Peace, Love and Prosperity 

throughout 2018 are our wishes for you and yours.  



Note from the President 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year—I hope this finds you well and that you are spending time with family and 
friends this holiday season. 
I want to share a story that happened this month.  I went to the park to pick up a cd that was made to promote the park 
and while I was there I stopped in the commissary.  A man walked in and we commented about how cold it was.   
But then I said, “nothing like what we had in New York.” And he responds “Where in New York are you from?”   
Me:  I was born in Dunkirk and raised in Gowanda.” 
Him: “I grew up in Eden.” 
If you look at the small towns outside of Buffalo that follow Route 39 you will see Dunkirk, Forestville, Perrysburg, 
Gowanda, North Collins and then Eden.  All of these are at the most 30 miles apart. 
He and his family have large agricultural production farms in New York near the region I grew up and  Florida near 
Homestead. 
We must have stood there and carried on a conversation for almost an hour.  We talked about dairy farms, beef cattle, 
planted pines, grapes, bees, the possibility of planting satsuma trees and even a possible olive orchard.  We probably 
could have easily spend the day together. 
He travels back and forth from New York to Florida.  I gave him my name and number and told him to give me a call 
when he is back this way.  He had left his wife at the hotel that morning and he thought it would be great if the four of us 
(my husband, Archie) got together when he returns to Florida—next month I believe. 
He loves history and unfortunately it was his first visit to Dudley but fortunately Jim and I were there to talk to him and 
we were at the right place at the right time.  He left and wandered back to the farmstead and I left to return home.  
It’s a small world and you never know who you will meet. But it left me feeling so proud of Dudley Farm State Park and 
also proud of the knowledge that I have absorbed after 35++ years in the College of Agricultural and Life Science and 
being married to my very knowledgeable husband, Archie.   
What is the most important thing to me is that every day I continue to learn something…. Most of the time it is some-
thing that makes me a better person and occasionally I am reminded how I can always try harder or work faster.  Or 
maybe more efficiently.  
If you ever need anything don’t hesitate to contact me. 
Blessing to all of you, 
 

Emelie L. Matthews 
CSO President  

Corn Grind in January 
We had many conflicts this past October (our previous 

corn grinding month) so have changed this and probably future 
grinding dates until January. Our next one is scheduled for Jan. 
20th at 9:30 for the grinding of the flint corn to begin and about 
9:45 for the sifting into grits and meal. Bagging will probably 
begin about 10 or so. Mark your calendars now to come and 
participate. We can always use more folks willing to sift and/or 
bag everything up. We have three people besides Hubert Davis 
who are willing to monitor the grind, the sifting and the baging, 
but we can always use another for this and Cane Day. Join the 
fun and hope for good weather. I do know it won’t be as hot as 
it always was in October! 

 Bill Dunk 



 NOTES from the FRIENDS of DUDLEY FARM BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING of December 18, 2017                                                      
by Gloria Hughes 
 
President Emelie Matthews called the meeting to order.  
Park Manager Gabbie Paxton reported that he has been conducting interviews to fill vacancies throughout the parks 
that are under his jurisdiction.  He was pleased to announce that he hired Betty Moore to fill a position in O’Leno State 
Park.  
Jim Dresser had recently reported to the DFHSP staff that there was an overhead beam in the Blacksmith’s shop that 
was obviously rotted.  The next time he was at the shop there was a beautiful new beam in place.  This beam was 
milled by the sawmill our CSO purchased.  The sawmill has been put to good use for wood necessities throughout this 
district of the park service.  It is greatly appreciated.  
Emelie Matthews, President, broached the topic of ADA compliance for access to the farmhouse.   We’re researching 
electric outdoor lifts, this will be accomplished ASAP.  
Sandra Cashes, Park Service Specialist reported that according to Tony Ryan the mule, Suzie Q, has had repeated 
hoof problems.  A mule is offered to us at no charge.  Gabbie knows of a bay, Cracker horse, we may acquire at no cost.  
Two separate motions were made, discussions ensued per upkeep cost, health issues, needed equipment on hand, etc.  
Separate votes were taken, both passed to adopt these animals as long as there are no obvious health issues.   The 
farm will then have two cracker horses and two mules. 
Emelie announced that the Annual Meeting of the Friends of Dudley Farm, CSO, will be held at the park on Friday, 
January 12th  at 6:00PM.    
Emelie addressed the subject of PIP, Partnership in Parks, to raise funds to build the planned Indoor Education Cen-
ter.  Through discussion, the main deliberators were Art Wade and Jim Dresser, it was decided that PIP should not be 
given up.  Irma Riley suggested that a professional grant writer be hired to help raise funds to build the Indoor Educa-
tion Center.  Through discussion a decision was made to attempt to find a “lead donor” to restart the process of fund 
raising to accomplish this important planned project.    
  (my note: if you know of anyone that can help in this endeavor, please let us know). 
Art Wade reported that the needed parts to build the cattle chute have been delivered.  He will look in to the possi-
bility of grafting new stock to the original pecan trees. 
Options are still being researched as to tree removal, cost and insurance requirements. 
Emelie brought up the subject of Friends of Dudley Farm Membership.  A committee is attempting to compile a list 
of members from the information on hand.  This has been a difficult chore and it will be some time until an accurate, 
up-to-date Membership List is complete.                     The CSO needs to increase membership.   
       If you haven’t paid your 2018 dues as yet ~ please do so as soon as possible. 
Grace Neagle, Treasurer, distributed the financial report and the Budget Overview to those present, she reviewed 
and answered questions by item.  Motion to accept this report was made, vote taken and approved. She will post a 
report in the next issue of the Journal. 
Sandra Cashes, PSS.  Spoke of the ‘Earth Skills’ event held each February in Florida.  Through her description of the 5 
day event, it would be a perfect fit for DFHSP.  She’s checking into the possibility that our park will host this event in 
the future.   
Irma Riley, Heritage Nursery Coordinator.   She and Lorraine have applied the frost cloth and will again as needed 
throughout winter.  The Gainesville Garden Club helped us considerably by potting lots of plants.  The plant sale during 
Cane Day was not great, this isn’t the ‘plant’ time of year. In spring we will propagate plants from the farmstead.  
Sandra Cashes, PSS reminded us that the Reconstruction event will be Feb, 23rd & 24th. 
Norm Tankserly, Commissary coordinator, reported that our longtime Commissary Keeper, Tommy Copeland, is leav-
ing to pursue other endeavors.  We are grateful for Tommy’s faithful service, warm smile and his friendship.  He will be 
greatly missed!     
Norm said the stock is good, plants are selling and all is running well. 
We do need more Commissary Keepers to have the old store open during park hours. 

Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DudleyFarm/ 

https://www.facebook.com/DudleyFarm/


Notes from the Board Meeting ~ continued  
 
Irma Riley, Webmaster.  Addressed concerns with our PayPal account and delays in transferring our website to an-
other company. Through diligently nudging of the right people all concerns and problems will soon be rectified.  
      ~ Often we run out of time at these busy meetings, we’ve been known to continue  
             the meeting standing outside the library door.  Consider joining us for these  
                 business meetings, we’d love to know that you care enough to attend. ~ 
 
Attention please:  The Alachua County Library system will be closed the third Monday  of both January and February.  
Our meetings will be held at the Matthews’ residence:  
                                   11321 NW 202nd Street, Alachua, Fl 32615. 
 
 
 
                     The Friends of Dudley Farm Membership Categories: 
         Student                          $10.                         Corporate                   $200. 
         Individual                      $20.                         Life Individual           $350.  
         Family (same address)  $30.                         Life Couple                $550.  
                                           Organization / Clubs        $80.   

Sandra’s Tidbits 
Another ending of another wonderful year at Dudley Farm.  We have had wonderful days this year 
full of visitors, projects, and events.  All ending with our wonderful Cane Day event on December 
2.  We also had our delightful Christmas Party at the Alachua Woman’s Club in Alachua.  What a 
great evening; full of great food, great company and great conversation, ending with a wonderful 
play.  We also announced our volunteer of the year for 2016 – Art Wade!  Our past CSO president.  
In the farm we still have our 10 calves, a new cattle handling facility that should be up this year, a 
stove that is fixed and has been cooking great homemade meals.  Here is to a wonderful 2018. Lots of 
new beginning’s for the farm!  Here is to a wonderful New Year to all! 

Dudley Farm Musicians Jeanne Greenfield/Lamb and Joey Malphurs. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=11321+NW+202nd+Street,+Alachua,+Fl+32615&entry=gmail&source=g
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Thank you! - We are grateful to: 
*   All the dedicated volunteers who gave of their time and talent to make 2017’s  
               Fall Farm & Cane Day Festival another wonderful event.   
     And all the groups and committees who devotedly work throughout the year to   
               further the success of our very special historic state park. 
         You are the backbone of our park and the reason for its success. 
*    Our park staff.  We know that we’ve got the best staff anywhere! 
             Sandra, David, Tony and Jody, you are greatly appreciated! 
*   The Cane Day vendors  for participating in this, our largest and longest held event. 
*    Our newest members of the Friends of Dudley Farm.  Thank you for joining our 
            Citizens Support Organization, helping to support our historic state park. 
*   All of our CSO members.  Whether or not you are actively volunteering, your   
            continued support through your membership is greatly valued and appreciated.  
*   Cydney & Art Wade  for the huge amount of plastic plant pots for the Heritage  
           Nursery. 
*  Hubert Davis   for the clay plant pots donated to the Heritage Nursery.   
           And Bill Dunk for helping delivery them. 
 
*********************************************** 

Wish List – We are in need of: 
*    More  C S O  members.  We need to substantially increase our membership. 
*   Commissary Keepers to tend the ‘Old Store’ so it will be open the same hours as  
            the park.  All sales at the Commissary help support the park. 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK PRESERVED FOR THE APPRECIATION OF 

FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

Soil Sisters, Irma Riley & Lorraine McDowell, after bundling up the Heritage 
Nursery plant tables in windy, damp, 36 degree weather on Jan. 1st.   



Friends of Dudley Farm CSO Financial Report   

2017 Actual Income / Expenses Summary + 2018 Approved Budget 

By Grace Neagle, Treasurer    

     

 2017 2018   

Income     

Commissary Sales $15,128.00 $14,000.00   

Member Dues $1,125.00 $1,500.00   

Donations / Grants $4,454.00 $1,600.00   

Grants $6,500.00 $5,000.00   

Events $1,335.00 $1,750.00   

Sales of Assets (Calves) $250.00 $3,000.00   

     

Total $28,792.00 $26,850.00   

     

Expenses     

Comm. Purchases+ Tax $6,770.00 $6,600.00   

Period Clothing $711.00 $800.00   

Personnel $9,000.00 $9,000.00   

Livestock Maintenance $3,454.00 $4,000.00   

Repairs/Toilet/Misc $2,729.00 $3,600.00   

Plant Nursery $1,162.00 $1,500.00   

Cattle Chute $5,428.00 $1,000.00   

Garden Restoration $125.00 $1,000.00   

Sawmill $5,172.00    

Events $844.00 $1,325.00   

Collections $125.00 $1,000.00   

CSO Operations* $2,286.00 $2,650.00   

Newsletter $811.00 $1,400.00   

Furniture & Equipt  $500.00   

Travel & Conferences $110.00 $250.00   

     

Total $38,727.00 $34,625.00   

     

* Advertising/ Web Site/ Subscriptions    

Accounting/Supplies/Misc     

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPORTING 
PRESERVATION, AND THROUGH EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE 

PARK. A ONE OF A KIND LATE 1800'S FARM. 



 **** Friends of Dudley Farm, CSO ****  
              Board of Directors  2017 
 
President:           Emelie Matthews - 386-462-3016   
                              emelie@ufl.edu    
Vice President:   Gayle Ambrose    352-378-7507   
Treasurer:          Grace C. Neagle  -  gn228@att.net   
Secretary:           Archie Matthews  - 386-462-3016   
Past President    Ar t Wade  -  wade.lwr@gmail.com  
Board members:         
Grace C. Neagle          above 
Gayle Ambrose           above 
Susan McNulty           samcnulty007@yahoo.com 
Norm Tankersley        352-363-0918       
Lorraine McDowell    lorraine824@gmail.com 
Gloria Hughes            352-474-6442   
Committee Chairpersons: 
Journal Editor: Gloria Hughes - yousguys58@gmail.com      
Journal Publisher:       Christopher Cashes 
Nursery Coordinator:  Irma Riley - irhenryr@cox.net 
         Soil Sisters:  Irma, Lorraine, Gloria, Debbie, Kim 
Collections Committee:   Robert Spangenberg  
              and          Vada Horner    vadasophie@aol.com          
Commissary Coordinator:   Norm Tankersley       above 
Membership:    Anne Hair      afinnhair@aol.com 
Webmaster:      Irma Riley      352-371-9070   
Publicity:          Irma Riley  ~  Gloria Hughes (above) 
Entrance sign:   Lorraine McDowell &  Gloria Hughes 
Sandra Cashes, Park Service Specialist - 352-258-6648   
                                        Sandra.Cashes@dep.state.fl.us 

Friends of Dudley Farm, Inc. 
  18730 W. Newberry Road 

  Newberry, Fl.  32669 

Friends of Dudley Farm's Annual Meeting  
     Fri.  Jan. 12 - 6:00pm    at the park.  
 
       UP-COMING EVENTS: 
 
Jan. 13th - Kids Day - 10 to 2:00  
     Farm Fashion, Dress up 
Jan. 20th -    9:30 'til finished 
Corn Grinding, sifting, bagging  
Feb. 10th - Kids Day - 10 - 2:00 
            Lavender Hearts 
Feb. 23 & 24 -  9:00am to 4:00pm  
         Reconstruction Event 
Mar. 2 & 3 - 9:00am to 2:00pm 
        Plowing Up the Past 
Mar. 10th - Kids Day - 10 to 2:00 
               Fowl Play 
 
The Domestic Skills Group meet at 9:30  
most Wednesdays at the Visitors Center. 
 
For info call the park office @ 352-472-1142 


