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The 29th Annual Fall Farm and Cane Festival was a wonderful   

     SUCCESS!.......... 

 

                    WE  SINCERELY  APPRECIATE  OUR  CANE  DAY  SPONSORS                             

               Please keep these generous business in mind to help fulfill your appropriate needs:  

        Publix       Capital City Bank          Campus USA Credit Union         Hitchcock’s  

 

 
  

  

Our events have become popular throughout the area and beyond.  This is due, in great part, to 

our fabulous volunteers.  The results of their unceasing dedication is seen throughout our park.  

From blacksmithing to quilting, carpentry; cleaning; cooking; demonstrating; gardening; mow-

ing; music makers; office work; painting; research & documenting; sewing; storekeeping; guid-

ing tours; representing DFHSP at Outreach Opportunities and so much more, volunteers keep 

our park alive, vital and inviting.   Some volunteers even work from home.  

                    There are more volunteer opportunities than most would imagine.                     

        Consider becoming an active volunteer.       Call the park office.  

 ….. Thanks to our staff and all of our dedicated volunteers. 

       School bus field trip donations 

     Visit us www.FriendsofDudleyFarm.org                                                             Like us on Facebook 

            2020        

You  are  wished         

Health     Love    

Peace   Prosperity   

***Happiness*** 
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OUR WONDERFUL MUSIC MAKERS ~                                                                                                                                                       

pictured here are many of our dedicated musicians.  Their old time music entertains everyone at the park on most Saturdays and 

events.  Their sweet sound adds greatly to the ambiance of this historic park.  We are thankful to these talented, faithful volunteers! 

Jeannie Greenfield/Lamb is their coordinator, keeping track of schedules, planning and encouraging. 

           The Brass Band 

 

                           Jeannie Greenfield/Lamb has been chosen as Volunteer of the Year                                    

 … a distinction well deserved!     I asked her to tell us about herself and here is a very brief  bio    

    which tell us of the life that influenced / created this lovely and talented lady.  

    Talent abounds throughout our park as volunteers freely share their special gifts with love.  

 

     I have always loved music and farms.  I grew up with my aunt and uncle on a 
chicken farm and learned to play the piano there.  It was a time when we didn’t 
have a radio or telephone and ice was delivered by horse and wagon.  For entertain-
ment folks sang around the piano, played penny-ante poker and chatted.  My aunt 
sang a lot and yodeled. She taught me songs in German.  Every woman sewed and 
did “fancy work”.  So music, farming and handiwork have been threads throughout 
my life and you can see why Dudley Farm called me in.                                      

Dudley gives me more than I can ever give back and then honors me with Volunteer 
of the Year!  And I get to play music with my friends, crochet for the store and pass 
time on a farm.   What privilege!! 

        *************************************************************************************************** 

                       OUR VISION STATEMENT 

 DUDLEY  FARM  HISTORIC  STATE  PARK  PRESERVED FOR THE  APPRECIATION  OF  FUTURE  GENERATIONS 

        COMMISSARY  KEEPERS                                                       

Commissary Keepers do more than tend the ‘old store’, they are gracious sales personal and spokespersons representing our park, 

our locale, the state and at times even our country.  Visitors are from all over the globe which makes it a most interesting ‘job’.   

We’ve met visitors from China, South Korea, South America, Canada, Great Britain, Germany, Scandinavia, etc. and every part 

of our country.  Talking with visitors while sitting in a rocking chair on the front porch makes for an interesting and entertaining 

way to enjoy some productive volunteer time.   For the visitors, this is a vital part of the Dudley Farm experience.  

    Consider becoming a Commissary Keeper.                   Contact Norm at 352-363-0918 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

      FRIENDS OF DUDLEY FARM CITIZENS SUPPORT ORG.                                                      

                     MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES  

     Student         -   yearly    -    $10.                             Corporate            -          yearly    -     $200.                    

                   Individual    -    yearly    -    $20.                             Organization / Club    -   yearly    -    $80.                       

                  Family (same address)      yearly   -   $30.                                                                

                 Life individual    -    $350.                                        Life Couple     -    $550. 

           If you would like to help Dudley Farm Historic State Park as a member of its CSO                               

           kindly renew your membership if you haven’t already done so.              Thank you! 

  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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                                                                                            UP COMING EVENTS                                            

 KIDS DAY ~ offered the second Saturday of each month from Oct. through May ~ 10:00am to 2:00pm 

                                                  Children and adults alike, ages 5 to 65, can join in the fun!                                                    

Hands on demonstrations, crafts, old fashioned games and even some education.  Learn about history and a farming way of life. 

                                                            Jan 11th   Our Feathered Friends: 

                                                 Our feathered friends are all around us, the wild and the domesticated.                                                                                                                             
         Visit Dudley Farm and learn why birds are our friends, and why feathers are so unique and important.   

                                                                     Feb 8th    Gray Beard?   

    Greybeard, Vegetable Horsehair.   Native Americans called the plant Itla-okla, which meant "tree hair."                                
 * Spanish Moss * (Tillandsia usneoides), a native and amazing epiphyte.  What is that?  Come find out.       

 

 

                                                           

                                                        Feb. 22,  A Twilight Walk to the Past   

                                             Visit the park for a peaceful evening and be transported to Feb. 22, 1894.                                   
 How did you get here?   What is happening!         Who are these people at the farm?    They are ghosts of the past!                                                                               
             Take a walk into the past and see/hear what is happening in 1894!                                                                                           
From 6:00pm to 8:45pm.  One hour tours starting every 15 minutes.  Visit seven destinations throughout the farm.  Entrance fee    
is $6. per person and $3. for children under 7 years of age.   Tickets must be purchased ahead of time, and will be available on the 
Friends website about mid-Jan.                                                    Visit www.friendsofdudleyfarm.org to get up-to-date information. 

 

                                                                            March 7th,  Plowing Up The Past   

10am to 3pm.    See how fields were plowed for  the spr ing plantings.    See different types of field plows and antique tractors.   

These antique tractors are a display of farming equipment and a way of life circa 1930s and 1940s, a reflection of rural American 

history.                                      Observe as the participants work the land plowing and disking.                                                                                       

 

 <-  Feathers       

different kinds of 

feathers from many 

different birds. 

      Gray Beard   ->       

lots  of  Itla-okla on 

our big tree. 

 

                                

Volunteers in period 

clothing will be at the 

farmstead demonstrat-

ing old time crafts and 

interpreting the farm’s 

history. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

              We received this welcomed note from a Cane Day visitor:                                                                                                                             

Greetings to all volunteers who support Dudley Farm with gifts of their time and skills.  I am so very grateful for   

everyone’s kindness and generosity the day of the sugar cane crushing and boiling.  I brought my friend Chuck     

out to the  farm that day and he enjoyed his visit so much that he can’t wait to ‘see’ everyone again soon.                                        

Thank you for making Living History come alive and be entertaining and educational.  Thank you for being all       

inclusive, patient and intuitive while interacting with the public.  

Thank you for warming our hearts, 

Jeanne Dickman 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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                                                       Reconstruction of the old paling fence                                                                                     
                                          by Jody Venn 

The old paling fence by the fruit orchard had seen better days.  It looked like nine miles of bad road.  Falling over in some places, 

rotting in others.   Yesteryear’s rusty nails exposed.  A case of tetanus waiting to happen. 

That was last year, but Stephen Cotton and I started making progress the winter past.  He felled dying cedars off the farm, quarter-

ing the cedar logs to make big, beautiful replacement posts that we both agreed would not need replacing in our lifetimes.  Palings 

are fence pickets that are hand split.  The good news was that most of our palings were salvageable. The bad news was that there 

were several hundred of them. Each handled carefully to remove the rusty, bent nails.  No fun. So much so that it took me all sum-

mer. 

The Cotton family arrived with the Sandhills late fall.  Both, always welcome.  Stephen located and felled a huge dead cedar on 

the farm. The tree milled into striking red fence rails.  Most of the rails are up and quite a few palings.  No need to exclude the 

farm animals from the old fruit orchard any more, we’ll finish soon just in case.  Miss Myrtle would be proud. 

Thanks go out to the Cotton family, Brooke Doran, for hauling logs out and milled boards back to the park.  A hearty Thank You 

to our steadfast volunteer Jimmy Bishop for milling the cedar and the folks at O’Leno for milling the rest.   

 
   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

    The 2020 New Year’s Day Birding Tour was led by Audubon Society member, Allen Shapiro with 

approximately 30 participants, of all ages.  It was an absolutely beautiful morning at the park, a perfect way to start this new year, 
out of doors and looking up.   Alan Shapiro is truly an inspiring guide.  He led the group from the parking lot, through the Visitors 
Center and along the old road to the farmstead.  Along the way pointing out many birds.  He guided eyes to spot birds that prefer 
treetop perches and to others in low more dense vegetation.  It is amazing how he, so easily, was able to spot so many.  Allen 
demonstrated a sound, a technique to encourage birds to show themselves.  And, along the way he pointed out plants that attract 
birds. We toured yet another path through a wooded area which led us to the Pause and Ponder Trail for even more bird sightings.  
This was an excellent birding tour where  at least 27 different species were seen.     

Birds spotted and / or heard were 3 types of wood pecker, yellow throated warbler, catbird, blue-gray gnatchatcher, Carolina wren, 
Cedar waxing, yellow bellied sapsucker, tufted titmouse, eastern phoebe, flycatcher, eastern towhee, ruby kinglet, black and white 
warbler, two kinds of hawks, house dove and more. 

Thank you Allen Shapiro for being our guide on this educational, interesting and fun Birding Tour through the natural 
and native land of Dudley Farm Historic State Park.  

The Audubon Society’s mission statement is to foster appreciation and knowledge of birds and other native wildlife, to protect and 
restore wildlife populations and their habitats, and to promote sustainable use of natural resources.                  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                                                                      A wonderfully busy holiday season 

The holidays were exceptionately active at the park, we had lots of visitors during that time.  Our staff was kept extra busy beyond 
their usual work of upkeep, repair, animal care and feeding, crop and garden care, cleaning, paper work, etc.                                  
It’s wonderful that DFHSP has become a popular attraction.  One day in particular, December 28th, we had a total of 75 cars enter.  
We are grateful for these visitors and hope that they enjoyed their visit to our historic state park.    
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

              Tony Ryan, Ranger  ~  Thank you!                               

 Thank you for being so very helpful, understanding and caring to all of us!   And, as Stephanie wrote about him:  “the keeper of 
traditions and the great big memory of where things are, what they were used for, how they work, and who did what and when”.                                                           
“Sandra and I would be lost without him.   I’d like to emphasize that”.                 We couldn’t agree more with what she wrote!  
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                                                                          The Quilt is Going to Oregon!                                                 
              By Cindy Frost 

The 2019 Domestic Skills Group quilt began once again as a donated top, this one made by Abba Horner 
of Knoxville, Tennessee.   It was provided to us by her granddaughter,  Pat Beldon,  along with 4 other 
quilts.  Pat tells us that she remembers her grandmother always working on a quilt.  One cannot imagine 
the number of hours it took to cut the pieces and sew them together by hand.  This particular quilt top is 
understandably called  “A Thousand Pyramids”.  A blue border was added and we elected to quilt it diag-
onally down the middle of the triangles.  The stitching forms a very pleasing diamond pattern that can be 
seen on both the front and the back. 
 

Quilting is the process of sewing the top, batting, and backing together.  While the layers provide warmth 

and texture, the outside stitching (or quilting) holds the “sandwich” together.  It 

very beautifully stabilizes the top so when washed all those individual pieces do 

not come apart. It is a wonderful marriage of beauty and functionality and also an 

example of the heritage of past generations.  A quilt is more than just a blanket, it 

is a labor of love. 

 As is the custom, we also use a quilt to help support the future of Dudley Farm 

Historic State Park.  For each $2.00 donation to the preservation of Dudley Farm, a person can get a tick-

et for a chance to win the quilt.   The drawing takes place at 2:00 pm  during the annual Cane Day Festi-

val, which is held on the 1st Saturday of December.  We shake the jar, stir the tickets, and ask a visiting 

child to choose the winning ticket.  This year, Jen Watts’ ticket was selected.  Her father had bought the 

ticket on her behalf and will be sending the quilt to her in Oregon.  Their family is already forming a 

cherished heritage around this lovely quilt and we hope it will remain in their family for many genera-

tions to come.  

 

                             The ‘Red Wagon’ is rolling again 

Thank you to Steve Barth, our  newest volunteer .  The ‘Red Wagon’ with it’s sundried and flat tires waited patiently among the 
weeds for Steve to come along.   It was pulled out into freedom and cleaned up.  Steve delivered the new tires, cleaned the rims 
and painted them a bright red.  Steve completed the rebirth of the old ‘Red Wagon’ with the long needed tires.                           
Tony and Stephanie can’t wait to use it to haul fallen limbs from the mule pasture.          
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                     OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITORS EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPORTING PRESERVATION AND  

THROUGH EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK, A ONE OF A KIND LATE 1800’S FARM.  

 
                   A Ghost Walk,  “A Twilight Walk Into The Past”   

                                            An exciting new event planned for February 22nd.   

A night time walk through the life of a 1894 farm family of Alachua County, Florida.  A glimpse of conversations, the work, the 

plans, hopes and happenings during that time.  

Actors, reenactors will depict, through speech, dress and mannerisms, Sharecroppers, Travelers and Horse Traders.  Family 

and neighbors will be conducting business and visiting in the Store.  The House front porch was an active place to socialize, 

here two men talk about the “bank panic”,  other timely events, politics, etc.   In the parents room, the young, busy parents talk of 

family, business and their plans.  In the Kitchen while visiting and preparing a meal, women enjoy a lively talk including how 

times are changing. 

There will be seven ’stops’ (highlighted above) lasting approx. 5 minutes each.  With10 tours of 8 to 10 participants. 

If anyone wishes to be a tour guide or a sweeper/herder in this new upcoming event,  A Twilight Walk into the Past,  

please contact Sandra Cashes, Park Services Specialist.  352-472-1142     sandra.cashes@FloridaDEP.gov               

                      This issues contributing photographers:  Jeannie Greenfield/Lamb, Irma Riley and anonymous visitors.  
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Fundraising:  Bill Dunk had suggested selling br icks with a donor ' s name as a means of r aising money for  the pavilion.  An 

alternative could be individual plaques placed on a large board.  These donors can specify that it is a memorial, i.e. in memory of a 

person.                                                                                                                                                                                              

While attending a state meeting, Emelie Matthews said that some parks sold stuffed animals with t-shirts on with the name of the 

park. She suggested we could sell a stuffed horse or cow. Gabby Paxton, Park Manager, said these sold really well.                                                          

Cyd Wade said we could sell items on an e-commerce site on our website. But the consensus was that we do not have volunteers 

to handle this.  She also said we need to solicit volunteers in our newsletter. 

Membership and newsletter software:  It was suggested we discontinue Aplos as they keep raising their price every year, and 

that it is not that relevant for our park. The park system seems to push the software Wild Apricot. Emelie will do research on this. 

A person would come from Tallahassee to show us how to set it up and train us. 

Membership:  Cydney Wade would like to get the really old membership list from Jim Dresser.  Irma Riley said she feels we al-

ready have this information.  Cyd will contact Jim. Cyd and Art Wade will send out a letter in Jan. reminding people that it is time 

to renew membership, and then do a follow-up letter in Apr.  If the individuals we contact do not respond, what then?  This will be 

discussed at next meeting. 

Ticketing for new Twilight Walk event:   The pros and cons of using ticketing programs such as Eventful and Evvnt were dis-

cussed.  Irma said the complexity of having 12 events at different times on one night could be challenging with these sites.  Also 

they take a portion of the ticket sales as a fee for the ticketing.  Our present website company BluDove will charge between $450 

and $600 to set up a ticketing page on our Friends website.  But this would be a one-time cost, and can be used for other future 

ticketing events.  Art suggested we look at EventBrite. 

Pavilion:  We are still waiting for approval from Tallahassee for the pavilion blueprints.  Gabby Paxton said he would make a call 

and try to get things going.  The contractor for this project has not yet submitted his signed contract bid. 

Treasurer:  Grace Neagle gave out the financial break down for  our  Cane Day event. She also asked that someone needs to 

take over the duties of Jim Dresser since he has resigned.  It was suggested that Paula Russo could be a possible replacement.  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                                                 

                    Notes from the Friends of Dudley Farm Board of Directors Meeting of Dec. 16, 2019                      

The Board of Directors meet on the third Monday of each month, at 6:00pm.   Board Meetings are held on even numbered  

  months, Planning Meetings on odd numbered months.  All members are encouraged to attend.                                                                     

             Until further notice these meetings are held at the Visitors Center. 

                Thank you Irma Riley for taking these notes for us. 

                                                       Our new "Winter Shelter"                                       ~ Irma Riley 

It is wonderful to report that our "winter plant shelter" has been purchased and set up next to the Heritage Plant Nursery.                

It is a 20' x 10' x 7 ' structure with a powder coated steel framework.                                                                                                     

It has 2 double zippered front & back doors which gives you 2 entrances to the greenhouse. Also 10 exhaust windows (8 on the 

upper part of sides, 2 on doors) for cross ventilation and venting on hot days.                                                                                   

The cover of the structure is reinforced mesh PE (heavy duty 2 layers PE cover with reinforcement mesh molded into it).            

The 100% waterproof, transparent cover allows 85% of sunlight through, at the same time it filters ultraviolet rays helping to pre-

vent plant burn.                                                                                                                                                                                    

The overlong PE cover design allowed us to put bricks down at the outside edges to seal the bottom and provide wind stability. We 

also used spiral pet stakes with nylon rope to tie down all 4 corners and the center poles.                                                                   

An electric heater was donated, and a digital thermostat purchased to                                                                                                 

keep the temp between 45 and 50 degrees.  On a recent cold morning 

of mid 30s, the inside of the shelter was a balmy 49 degrees.                                                                                               

We are looking forward to having happy lush green plants for our 

annual plant sale on Earth Day which will be Apr 18, 2020.                                                                                                                 

Looking forward to seeing you then.   

 ~  Irma Riley,  Coordinator, Dudley Farm Heritage Plant Nursery. 

Pictured at right:  Frame 1– the first two steps in getting the shelter 

together.  Frame 2— Soil Sisters getting the job done, Lorraine, Pat 

and Gloria with Irma behind the camera. 
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                                                   Page from the Past                                            

Volume  16,  #1                                                                                        Jan/Feb. 2011 

 

            Page from the Past                                           

Volume  16,  #1                                                                                              Jan/Feb.  2011 
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 We hope that you will support these generous advertisers who sponsor 

                        the printing and distribution of this Journal. 

   To become an advertiser, supporting our Journal at  $25. per issue,  please contact Gloria Hughes — yousguys58@gmail.com 

      Friends of Dudley Farm              

18730 West Newberry Road           

Newberry, Florida      32669 

 

 


