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A Note from the CSO President 

In 2012 the Friends of Dudley State Park submitted a preliminary design concept for 
the Indoor Education Center.  It was a grand idea, but we continued to have difficulty 
raising the amount of money we would do to follow through with the plan.  It would 
be about $2.5 million to build and that may not cover all our needs much less our 
wants.  Gabby, Archie and I put our heads together—no steam was seen—and came 
up with a plan.  We divide the original plan into three phases.  We submitted these 
plans to the State Office.  They answered us a couple weeks ago  with about 10 things 
we must change.  Norm is contacting the architect for the changes the state would like 
to see made.  Once those are changed, we can begin on Phase One.  The problem is 
that once the plans are updated to meet the state requirements, we must give it out for 
bids.  Then we decide on who we think will give us the best deal.  At that point we 
can begin Phase One.  What is so cool about each Phase is that they can be used 
alone.  So when we finish Phase One it can be used.  Then Phase Two and Phase 
Three will just add to our options.  However, it isn’t just the building.  We will also 
have to purchase things to put in for Phase One I would say pavilion.  Things like 
tables and chairs, etc.  But what the CSO folks worked so diligently on in 2012 is 
finally coming to fruition.  

I have seen Sandra once since Covid-19 hit.  I am planning on a CSO meeting soon.  
We will practice social distancing and wear masks.  I’m sure the staff folks have been 
working hard without as many volunteers.  But then, the number of visitors has been 
few and far between. I’m sure they have been working on things that they have been 
putting off, just like I have tried to do at home.  Going through things and well, at my 
house, it is making room for more stuff.   

I found a list of things 10 small things in life we need to remember:  Be completely 
honest with yourself; forgive but don’t forget; remember that YOUR smile can 
change the world; enjoy silence; live in the present; don’t judge others; surround 
yourself with positive influences; don’t lose hope; be kind, even if others don’t de-
serve it; and be a great listener. 

Hope you all are staying safe and taking appropriate precautions.  I hope we will all 
be back at the park soon. 

Blessings,  

Emelie 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANSE THE VISITORS EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPORTING PRESERVATION AND 

THROUGH EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK, A ONE OF A KIND LATE 1880’S FARM 

 
 

       The Entrance Sign 

The sweet little house that wel-

comed visitors, members and 

volunteers to our historic state 

park has been replaced with a 

newer, more modern and park 

approved, entrance sign. 



2 

                                                                                                   Sandra’s Tidbits  

 

The summer is at it’s peak.  It is the second week of August and February/March now seem a distant memory except for the con-

stant reminder of Covid 19.   Things have changed a bit this year, for the Park Service, for Dudley Farm.  The Florida Park System 

closed for about 4 weeks back in March/April.  I have been with the Florida Park Service for 23 years and never thought this a pos-

sibility.  The longest closure I have ever experienced at a park was after Hurricane Ivan.  What else has changed?  The way we in-

teract with visitors; the lack of interpretive events.  Those are some of the changes I see. 

Even though things changed during this 2020 pandemic, daily activities stayed the same.  The usual maintenance, mowing, clean-

ing.  The daily chores we have all become familiar with.  The chickens kept laying eggs, the flowers kept blooming and the mama 

cows had their claves.  This got me thinking - how were things at the farm during the 1918 pandemic?  What changed?  How did 

the people react?  Many things might have changed.  But I am sure many things stayed the same (just like now).  A little over a 100 

years later we are experiencing something that families experienced that long ago.    

So, what happened after our wonderful new event – Twilight Walk to the Past.  We did have our Plowing Up the Past event.  Then 

no more events. 

The Twilight Walk to the Past was amazing!  Many thanks for all the wonderful reenactors and volunteers that helped get this off 

the ground.  The event was nearly a year in the planning stage.  So much was done and so much fun was had! 

Plowing Up the Past was a blast!  Thanks to Larry with the North Florida Antique Tractor and Engine Association we had a great 

turn out!  This is always an easy and relaxing event for all. 

 

So, what have we been up to without events, and coming into the summer months?  Many things!  Thanks to a crew from O’Leno, 

we have a new entrance fence and sign.  They also helped build the bottom part of the large underground cistern.  Thanks O’Leno 

Crew! 

 
Tony and Stephanie have been working on many projects.  They rebuilt the top of the cistern; they put new steps at the visitors cen-

ter.  A new fence went up at the hidden ginger garden. – Thank you Friends of Dudley Farm CSO!!!  They bought the beautiful new 

fence – they also have rebuilt some of the gates around the farm.  There is a new gutter at the back of the kitchen.  And a new gutter 

at the back of the farmhouse!  All this while maintaining and doing the usual daily chores.  The lumber piles are being organized by 

Tony, as he cleans up the maintenance shop.  Stephanie is cleaning many of the flower garden areas.  Val, the farms new employee, 

is all over the place doing many small chores.  The visitor center has been reorganized along with the volunteer room.  I am catch-

ing up with many little backlogged projects.  One is getting all our park donations (since 2011) organized, documented and put out 

in the farm for interpretation.  

 
As we get to the end of summer and move toward autumn; what can we expect?   I am not sure.  Eventually the Farm, and the Park 

Service, will go back to our old normal.  It might take some time but know that somethings never change.   

 

Come by and visit us when you can…         
 
Sandra Cashes, PSS 
           
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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                                                                   Dudley’s Covid Summer     
 by  Tom Fasulo 

Like many of our volunteers and staff I remember the February Night Visit event with pride, as it was so successful and a lot of 
fun. And, like you, I enjoyed our March Plowing The Past event too. Unfortunately, one of my favorite events, Partake of the 
Past, didn’t happen. We all know why, and realize it was for the best. The state parks all closed due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. 
My last Spring trips to the park were March 10th-11th to spray invasive weeds.  

Staying at home isn’t a problem for me, as I’m retired and have plenty there to keep me busy. In fact, with all I can do at home, 
having to stay there was often enjoyable.  And, like many, I don’t like wearing masks, but certainly realize how important it is 
to do so. But I did miss interacting with people. It got so about the only time someone spoke to me was when the cashier at 
Publix asked, “Did you find everything you wanted?” As I’ve often read, if you are old, the best way to stay ‘young’ is to inter-
act with others in person. And I was missing that. 

So when the state parks reopened, with restrictions, I thought about going back and helping out.  I decided to go back on Satur-
days, as that is when I thought the park would have most of its visitors.  My first Saturday back was June 20 th, and I’ve been 
there every Saturdays since. And I’ve learned things about the Farm I didn’t know. For example, I learned the rangers work on 
major projects during the week, and minor tasks on the weekend. Perhaps because the majority of visitors come on weekends, 
and the ranger staff can more easily stop what they are doing and interact with the visitors. As I’m now sitting on the back 
porch of the homestead on Saturdays, I’m the one interacting with the visitors, allowing the park staff to get even more work 
done. And the park staff has let me know how much they appreciate my efforts.  

And it can be an effort.  For example, as I am writing this the temperature in the Gainesville area is 94 degrees, but the Heat 
Index says it feels like 106 degrees. In early July, it was just as bad and, even though I was sitting on the back porch in the 
shade, ranger Stephanie Bartsch would swing by in mid-afternoon and tell me I should go home. And I did. When I was an 
officer in the Marines, I spent more than one summer in the Mojave Desert at the Marine Base at 29 Palms. As my unit was 
there training, we slept in tents. We learned a lot about desert warfare, including watching each other for signs of heat stress.  
Once, I made it to the medical tent complaining of the heat. The corpsmen let me know later if I had put off coming in for an-
other twenty minutes or so, I wouldn’t have made it. So I’m a believer in following the rules concerning heat stress.  

But the park staff work out at the Farm almost every day and they can’t wear t-shirts and shorts.  More than once Stephanie has 
gone back to the pump at the Farm, taken off her bonnet, stuck her head under the pump and asked me to pump away. Good 
idea. I now take an old towel with me, occasionally wet it at the pump and rinse off my head and neck. It feels great.    

On August 1st, Val Leitner was working in the homestead’s front garden, watering it with a hose. She asked me to take over for 
awhile, as she and Sandra Cashes needed to look at a hen which had been bleeding and figure out why. So I took over the wa-
tering and, after awhile, bent down to pull out weeds I could identify. Hey, now I was multi-tasking! If you feel the need to get 
out of the house and wish to help the park staff, this is a good way to do it. All the Farm’s weeds are doing well. If you came 
out in the early morning, when it’s cooler, and just weed out a flower bed or two, it would be a big assist for the park staff, as 
they have plenty of other tasks to do. Then you can return home before it gets really hot.  

If visitors show up while you are there, you can interact with them, or not. My experience is visitors tend to show up about 
noon or later. They are usually in small family groups and the most I’ve dealt with so far is about 13-14 people.  And when 
there are no visitors, and no park staff “bothering me,” it’s relaxing sitting on the back porch listening to the turkeys gobble. 

                                 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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                                                                                          OUR VISION STATEMEMT 

                                        Dudley Farm Historic State Park preserved for the appreciation of future generations. 

        The Heritage Nursery Plant Sale tables 

This picture shows just one section of the four plant 

sale tables located next to the Commissary.  

Resident Volunteer, Nancy Hendler, built and install- 

ed wooden separators to help stabilize the plants from 

the wind and they also keep our displays neat. 

Nancy is a “Jill of all trades”, she handles a saw like   

a pro, can build anything, refinishes furniture, mows, 

grows plants, etc.  We’ve been fortunate to have this 

talented person at our park.   

The design was formulated in collaboration with 

Norm Tankersley, CEO of the Commissary.                                         

                                                                      

The Soil Sisters are grateful for the job well done. 
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 Morning in the Heritage Nursery                                                                                              

Irma Riley                   

I am one of the four "Soil Sisters" volunteers at the Heritage Nursery at Dudley Farm Historic State Park. Our job every Wed 

morning is to propagate and grow plants to sell at the Commissary (gift shop) to raise money for the Friends of  Dudley Farm.  

The plants we grow are "Heritage" plants, those which grow in the Dudley Farm gardens, and also native pollinator plants.  Alt-

hough technically a job, I find it mind centering and soothing. I am the first to arrive about 9:15 am, and even in the mid summer, 

the temperature is a little mild at this time of day. It is calm and quiet, maybe a bird calling. The nursery is a melange of green 

and colors, reds, blues, yellow, oranges.  Just knowing plants are growing happily brings me a feeling of well-being and accom-

plishment. 

Shortly the other "sisters" arrive, Gloria Hughes, Lorraine McDonald and Pat Svorinich. The calm is broken as we are now bus-

tling and busy with our tasks of the morning. Although I usually have a plan, we consider it "flexible" as projects have different 

degrees of necessity. We all bring different strengths to the nursery, one is a proficient seed grower, another a plumber as needed, 

another keeps the nursery neat and organized. One morning we may be putting cuttings from plants at home or from Dudley Farm 

into the three cuttings bins (actually animal watering troughs). Another morning finds us transplanting seedlings or potting up 

plants from small to larger pots. Another morning fertilizing, pruning, staking, replacing broken sprinkler heads,  and carrying 

plants to the sales area.  We do complain about the time we all spend on pulling or spraying weeds (weeds grow TOO fast). On an 

occasional morning we enjoy making a buying trip to a nursery in Micanopy, Hawthorne or Ocala.  I have the job of printing pic-

tures of the plants in flower so customers can see what they are buying at the Commissary. Also printing up the plant labels which 

includes the conditions the plants need for healthy growth.  Although we stay busy, it is also a time for us to keep each other cur-

rent on our daily lives.  

The summer heat starts getting to us, and around 12:30 or 1:00 we start heading home. But we all feel the importance of  bringing 

the old Heritage flowers to our community. And of helping nature by growing pollinator plants that will foster the important bees 

and butterflies. I think we feel pride and accomplishment in our little nursery.   

  

Sugar Cane Season has started                                                     by Stephanie Bartsch                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Even without tours of any kind you all can imagine there’s still a lot to be done at the farm. Let me tell you about sugar cane 
season: 

Usually, the season starts in spring with the burning of the field. Fire destroys the old stalks and stubs that were left from the 
harvest. Well, this year the field didn’t get burned, so Tony single handedly walk down each sugar cane row with a hoe and 
removed by hand the old dried stalks that were covering the new growth of sugar cane. It took him two days.  

End of March Art purchased 15 50lb bags fertilizer, Brooke brought them to Dudley in his DEP truck. On March 30 Tony 
applied the first round of fertilizer. Then he was sent to work from home for a month due to the pandemic. The cane grew. 
The weeds grew. When he came back beginning of May the grass between the cane rows was long enough to be bush 
hogged. 

After the longest day of the year another round of fertilizer was applied. Now with the rain that we are getting our sugar cane 
is growing nicely and looks promising for some cane grindings in the fall. 

                      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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News from the Collections Committee 

Committee Members:                                                                                                                                                                      

Vada  Horner                                                                                                                                                                                     

Pat Fitzgerald                                                                                                                                                                                          

Chris Smith 

Due to restrictions resulting from COVID-19 our committee has been unable to get together to work on cataloging the Dudley 

Farm Historic State Park collection. 

We all miss our work and teammates and look forward to getting together to work again. 

In the meantime we have been working individually on two projects, each designed to assure a permanent digital record of infor-

mation about our park collected over the years.  

One involved transferring the contents of numerous CDs and DVDs to an external computer hard drive. 

The second project examines hundreds of photographs collected over the history of the park to identify the events, the dates and 

the people shown. 

The photographs and the information will then be scanned onto the external hard drive.  

Anyone who may be able to help identify people, events and years are asked to contact Vada Horner. 

We hope everyone remains safe and healthy during this pandemic and that, soon, we can all get back to our normal lives again. 

Thank you.                                                                                                                                       

                   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                      Visit us at www.FriendsofDudleyFarm.org                                                            Like us on Facebook  

 
                     From the desk of the Membership Co-chairs Art and Cydney Wade 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          

We are happy to report as of this writing we have 60 paid members including new members for year 2020. We have several new 

life members and some folks who returned to active status after being away for a year or so. 

Renewal reminders are now being sent at the beginning of each year with follow up notices later in the spring.   We encourage 

members to send in your dues as soon as possible by mail -  Friends of Dudley Farm, 18730 W. Newberry Rd., Newberry, FL 

32669 or online using our PayPal option at - https://www.friendsofdudleyfarm.org/index.php/get-involved/join  

We welcome all members to become involved in the “gatherings” around Dudley Farm and if possible, to help with any of the 

activities supported by the Friends. 

The following are just a few of the benefits of becoming a member or renewing your membership: 

 * Periodic newsletter, The Dudley Farm Journal 

 *  Free admission to the park on the first Saturday of each month. 

 *  Participation with Dudley Farm staff in the promotion, preservation, and maintenance of Dudley Farm 

 * 10% off on merchandise at the Commissary gift shop 

 * Educational programs on history, genealogy, gardening, etc. 

 * Trips to surrounding historical parks 
                                                                                                                                                                                                            

As a 501 (c) (3) Non-Profit Organization your support of the Friends of Dudley Farm may qualify as a tax deduction.    

Please do not pass up this great opportunity to be a part of our extraordinary state park!  Without the support of the Friends of 
Dudley Farm the park would not be the same.  Your help is critical in making Dudley Historical State Park available to all future 
generations to experience and enjoy! 

              ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

https://www.friendsofdudleyfarm.org/index.php/get-involved/join
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We hope that you will support these generous advertisers who sponsor 

                      the printing and distribution of this Journal. 

 Friends of Dudley Farm 

18730 NW Newberry Rd. 

   Newberry, Fl. 32669 

      To become an advertiser, supporting our Journal at $25. per issue, please contact Gloria Hughes  — yousguys58@gmail.com 

                 Dudley Farm Journal                                                                                                                             Volume 24,  Issue 3 

 

 


