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         Sponsored by the 

   Friends of Dudley Farm 

For info call Gayle Ambrose 

       at  352-378-7507 

THURSDAY,  MAY 9th   

                        at  6:00 PM     

                              

                         We’re  having  a  meet  &  greet:  

           “A  Spring  Evening  at  Dudley  Farm” 

We hope that you will join us in the back yard of the 

old farmhouse to share snacks and desserts. 

Bring a treat to share of not, there’s always a lot. 

 A  SPRING  EVENING        

 AT  DUDLEY  FARM 

                 JOIN  US! 
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I can’t believe we are already close to the end of the school year and looking forward to those hot summer 
days.   

I recently attended an all-day meeting at Kanapaha Botanical Garden hosted by Visit Gainesville.  It was a 
packed day of discussion, collaboration and connecting with   .  Over 100 people attended this “Destination 
Shareholders Workshop.”    We started with the idea that we should have a master calendar of annual 
events.    We then discussed cross-promotion of events, attractions, and available resources to encourage 
folks to stay-an-extra day.    Then each group was issued a challenge to plan to attract and support large-
scale, multi-day events.    That brought many ideas but leaned more towards rural or agricultural type 
events and/or sports events.    And even the combination of the two.  It was amazing to see that many   
people come up with some basic shared goals.  The last two topics were improving training materials and 
programs for the front-line staff and then finally the overall marketing of Alachua County.     Because as 
happy as we are looking at our picture of Dudley Farm, and it is an amazing picture, we need to picture 
Dudley between things like the Youth Fair or the Newberry Watermelon Festival or maybe a new event 
that may be shared.   I also got to meet folks I never would have had the opportunity to sit down with if I 
hadn’t attended this meeting.  Is that a good thing?  I think so.  The more we know about each other and 
each other’s vision the better. 

Our statewide CSO meeting was supposed to take place at Homossasa State Park last Friday but with the 
terrible weather they had to cancel it.    I want to thank our park manager, Gabby for saying you need to 
stay home and not travel in the questionable weather. 

I try to attend the  Gainesville Hospitality Council’s  monthly meeting.    Their meeting in May will be   
sponsored by the Friends of Dudley Farm State Park.  It will be hosted at the Alachua Woman’s Club in 
beautiful downtown A-la-chu-way.  The staff and volunteers will be presenting a short promo about the 
park and events that are coming up soon.   We hope the attendees will take this information back to their 
business and inform their customers about our truly amazing site. 

This past Saturday I helped at the Pioneer Day Festival in High Springs.  I had checked in on Facebook that I 
was there and one of our members said, “get new  members.”  We were doubtful since we thought they 
may be more interested in the gun fight and the guys cracking their whip. But we believe we have at least 
two that were interested in coming out and checking us out.                                                                                                                                                                             

I say that because we should always step out and take the chance that the person we are speaking with 
may want to get connected.  What better way than to start by making them your friend first.  I don’t know 
about you but who doesn’t want to hang out with their friends. 

Have a great month.   

Thanks, 

Emelie,  Your CSO President 

                                                        A Note from the President 

                      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                   Flo Rita Greenkeeper's SMALL THINGS CAN MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE    

Rain Barrels/Raincatchers/Pickle Barrels, Pepper Barrels. This is a great time to set them up. You can wash 
your car with less than 1/2 a barrel, using human power, no electricity, and it's a workout !  I have found 
Rain Barrels ranging in price from $22. - $60.  You can purchase a generous amount of screen fabric, fold 
several times, replace the insert/top of lid, keep in place with the screw top, this keeps out bugs and leaves. 
You can use your imagination to add filters ,hoses, faucets.     Make your scene Green! 
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                                                                              EARTH DAY at Dudley Farm 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

On  April  20th  Dudley  Farm  Historic  State  Park  celebrated  Earth  Day.    It was a wonderful success!   

Attendees enjoyed learning the many ways we can help Mother Earth, through conservation, eliminating invasive 
plants,   encouraging helpful plants,  bees and insects.  Pine seedlings were given to visitors.                                                                                                  

Rose Petals Nursery,   Perez Herbs & Plants and the Dudley Heritage Nursery sold plants 

Four of the Soil Sisters                             

Left to right , standing:      

Gloria Hughes,   Lorraine 

McDowell, Pat  Svorinich.    

Seated is  Irma Riley, the 

Heritage Nursery and  

Earth Day Coordinator    

and Volunteer of the Year. 

         All who attended    

enjoyed the experience. 

 

                                                                 SANDRA’S  TIDBITS                                                                             

Good April Everyone!  I hope we are all enjoying the little bit of cool weather that is left before we jump 
into summer.   
Again, I would like to send a big THANKS to everyone that helps keep the park ticking along.  In front and 
behind the scenes.  All the CSO members and volunteers that work so hard for the park.   
The Park staff - Tony, Stephanie and Jody who are constantly working and maintaining gardens, lawns, 
structures, and helping with events and tours. 
And in no particular order; 
The tour guides who help with all the tours in the park. 
The Soil Sisters: Who plant, propagate, and sell plants to help with funding. 
The Musicians:  Who play period music every Saturday, and during events. 
The Domestic Skills:  Who sew, weave, knit, teach visitors and support the events. 
The Wood Stove Sisters: Who light up the stove during our events, to the delight of visitors. 
The Publicity/Web and Journal Committee: Who work to advertise for us and our events + the one person   
who puts many hours in creating our journal. 
The Cane Boiler Brothers: That spend a lot of time in November and 1 day in December boiling the cane 
into syrup. 
The Bottling Ladies: Who bottle said syrup.  
The Collections volunteers, that work behind the scene cataloging, and taking care of the Dudley artifacts. 
The Commissary Keepers: That are here almost every day to open the commissary, so visitors can buy our 
unique gifts. 
And other volunteers and CSO members that don’t belong to a specific group that but put in time doing 
maintenance, gardening, networking, raising money, helping during events, doing exotic plant extermina-
tion, mowing, fixing, talking to visitors, and many, many things. 
If I inadvertently left anyone out!  My many thanks to you too!! 
They say it takes a village to raise a child.  Well, for us - it takes a dedicated group of wonderful people to 
run Dudley Farm!  I think Myrtle would be proud.   
Two events left for the year! We have 1 more Kids Day at Dudley on May 11th from 10 am to 2 pm.  And.. 
We were chosen as the only park in District 2 for the Jr. Ranger Jamboree!    That will be May 18 th.   If any-
one would like to join us, please let me know. 

              ~  Thank you - Sandra, PSS 
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                                                                                  THE  KIDS  SUMMER  PROGRAM 

The Dudley Farm Domestic Skills Group plans to offer three kid's summer programs for elementary
-aged children. 

June 12th - Butter: make and taste fresh butter.. 

July 10th - Finger knitting: make a long chord with yarn by using your bare hands. 

August 7th - Bandanna dolls: sew and stuff a doll out of bandanna fabric. 

 Each Wednesday activity will run from 9:30 am to 11:00 am at the Visitor's Center. 

                                                                                     MAY EVENTS 

A Spring Evening at Dudley —  Thursday,  May 9th —  6:00 to 8:00PM.  At the farmhouse. 
 
Kids Day —  “Dirt & Plants’,   Saturday,  May 11th  — 10 am to 2 pm.   
 
The Junior Ranger Jamboree — May 18th   
                               (We were chosen as the only park in District 2 for this event). 
 
Traditionally, the park is “put to bed” for the summer.  No events are planned, upkeep and               
repair work is in full swing.  Visitors are always encouraged as the park is open as is the               
Commissary depending on availability of volunteers. 

                                ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                                                                                A  COMMISSARY  KEEPERS  DAY         by Connie Covey 

Oh my, the alarm went off., we stager out of bed, I head to the coffee pot and Carl hits the shower.  I 

stop for a quick look out the door and…. What a beautiful day, the sun is shinning and  the flowers are lin 

bloom and we get to  Dudley Farm,  this is absolutely a beautiful day!                                                                                                                                                                              

We work in the commissary store, which I have to say is a wonderful place to work.   As soon as we get 

there, we open the doors and make sure we are ready to sell.  Our little store is full of wonderful items, 

like, syrup that we make right here on the farm, jams and jellies, wonderful hand made items like baby 

blankets and hats and gloves and well just to many other items to mention now.   

Carl and I love working at the farm, there are so many wonderful people who come in from right here in 

Florida to just about anyplace in the world.  We set up a map and put it up so people coming into the 

store can see where people have come from. We very carefully mark all the different place’s, the states 

are just about all covered, however, we have had some from very far away, you really need to stop by 

and take a look it is amazing! 

The flowers outside of our little building are beautiful. AND they are for sale!!! Carl and I have bought 

several. I really love working in our little store, because you never know what you may find, With the 

flowers, dolls, books, syrup, honey, and well, all of the other things in and out of the store, your eyes 

have trouble making out everything that is there.  

Carl and I love getting dressed in our old fashioned clothes, taking to people who come up on the porch 

and into our store, or just sitting on the front porch talking or reading and crocheting.  So if you get a 

chance to come out be sure to stop by and say hi on your way back from seeing the old farmhouse, it is a 

trip I am sure you are going to enjoy. And Carl and I can’t wait to meet and greet you.  

Visit us at FriendsofDudleyFarm.org                                       Like us on Facebook  
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                         VOLUNTEERS ARE A VITAL PART OF THE WORKFORCE 

 

Eric Draper, Director,  Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Recreation 
and Parks.                                                                                                                                                  
Received by Park Service Specialist, Sandra Cashes.  Dudley Farm Historic State Park. 

Dear Colleagues, 

One of my favorite activities is participating in district volunteer recognition events where I get to meet and thank 
volunteers and friends organizations for their contributions.  Volunteers of all types help us with almost every part 
of park operations, and our volunteer ranks are growing.   

Thank you!!! 

This year we’ve focused more than ever on building our volunteer program: 

 Added a volunteer program manager in Tallahassee. 

 Improved VSys, making it easier for volunteers to enter their service hours and making it easier for              
staff to recruit. 

 Updated website to highlight staff and volunteer achievements and contributions. 

 Expanded corporate partnerships to get multi-park volunteer days from companies like Duke Energy 
and Progressive Insurance. 

 Fundraising training for Friends groups while urging more local and state fundraising. 

 Recognized volunteers’ hours served with new certificates for volunteers. 
 Trained Park Managers with volunteer and friends organization skills. 
Many of you provided great feedback, ideas and successes through the 2019 Volunteer Managers Survey 
results.  This will lead to additional resources and tools that will be coming soon to help with recruitment, 
recognition and overall support of your park volunteer programs. 

In this next fiscal year, we are rolling out new volunteer shirts and uniform standards that will help vol-

unteers feel even more valued as part of our park workforce, and will present to the public a cohesive 

professional appearance.  Service pins will also allow volunteers to show their pride of service.   

                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                                                 FRIENDS OF DUDLEY FARM CITIZENS SUPPORT ORG.                                                                                                                          
Board of Directors:                                                                                                                                                                                              

President  - Emelie Matthews  - emeliedudley@zoho.com  - 352-226-0153                                                  

Vice President  -  Gayle Ambrose  -  352-378-7507                                                                                     

Secretary - Archie Matthews - 352-226-0154                                                                                            

Treasurer  - Grace Neagle - treasurer@friendsofdudleyfarm.org                                                                                     

Past President  Art Wade  wade.lwr@gmail.com  

Board Members:                                                                                                                                          

Cydney Wade, Lorraine McDowell, Susan McNulty, Norm Tankersley, Gloria Hughes 

Committee Chairpersons:                                                                                                                            

Heritage Plant Nursery Coordinator - Irma Riley (Volunteer of the Year).                                            

Webmaster & Publicity - Irma Riley.                                    Commissary Coordinator  - Norm Tankersley.    

Collections -  Vada Horner.                                                   Correspondence Officer -  Susan McNulty.        

Entrance Sign - Lorraine McDowell & Gloria Hughes.         Journal Publisher & Editor -Gloria Hughes.   

       Park Service Specialist ~ Sandra Cashes - 352-258-6648  -  Sandra.Cashes@dep.state.fl.us    

                                                      PARK OFFICE     -   352-472-1142 



6 

                      Remembering Bettye Roberts 
                                                                                                                                           ~ by Cindy Frost 

 

Bettye Roberts was a long-time volunteer at Dudley Farm and skillfully led the Domestic Skills group 
for many years.  She generously shared her Home Economic talents with both visitors and volunteers.  

She loved to share her many craft and cooking skills, making sure we all knew how to put a quilt  
together from start to finish, taking great care with bindings and corners … and don’t forget to label your 
quilt so future generations will know it’s history.  She could teach most of the sewing and yarn crafts, as 
well as, kitchen skills.   Working with cornhusks to make dolls and flowers was one of her favorite crafts. 
She was always prompt and very dedicated. 

Her dedication to Dudley Farm was shown most evidently when she came to conduct  a Wednesday 
workshop, as scheduled, only a day or two after her husband passed away.  She only told us of her loss 
AFTER the presentation had been completed.   

She was very good at putting together our schedule and coordinating our Quilt Days.  She kept us 
on track and was always looking for ways for us to improve our presentations for the public.    

Bettye represented the Domestic Skills Group on the planning committee of the yet -to-be-built     
education building, of which she was very excited.                      

She made a major impact on Dudley Farm with her many hours of volunteer service.   We can all be 
thankful for her contribution to Dudley Farm.   

 

        Bettye was very      

talented and readily       

shared her extensive 

knowledge with all who 

were willing to learn.    

   She is pictured here  

at  a  Quilt  Day  event 

calling  visitors to the 

Bed Turning  and  then    

describing  the intricate 

make-up of an old quilt. 

         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                                           

                                                    Our  Mission  Statement 

            Our Mission is to enhance the visitors experience through supporting preservation and through  

                       education at Dudley Farm Historic State Park, a one of a kind late 1800’s farm. 

                                                            Our Vision Statement 

            Dudley Farm Historic State Park preserved for the Appreciation of Future Generations.  
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                     Remembering  Bob  Spangenberg         

                                                                                                                                 by Art Wade 

A  longtime  member of  the  Friends  of  Dudley  Farm,  Robert  Boyd " Bob"  Spangenberg,  92,  
of  Gainesville, FL passed away on Monday, March 18 in Pensacola, FL.                                                            
Bob was born in Miami, FL, on February 6, 1927. 

Bob will be greatly missed around Dudley Farm, a Park he supported in  many  ways.   Most    
remember Bob for his passion in caring for the contents of the  Dudley Collections Building.  

As the CSO Chairman of the Collections Committee, by personal contributions and through 
funds  provided through the Friends of Dudley Farm he worked to improve the materials and equipment 
available to document, preserve and catalog the diverse items in the Collection. 

In addition  Bob helped as a docent, especially during Park events;  served as a board member, 
ultimately as a Director Emeritus; and always as a “recruiter” for new members of the CSO. 

He was also supportive of the arts and state museums in the Gainesville area and was an active 
member of the Gainesville Rose Society. Additionally, (with a twinkle in his eye and smile on his face) 
he often bragged about being a member of the only Garden Circle in the Gainesville Garden Club that 
did not garden! 

Though never married, Bob loved his large, extended family, and considered as his " children" , 
his nephew Ted Spangenberg, Jr., and wife Barbara, now of Chipley, FL.   He is survived by one sister-
in-law, Lena R. Spangenberg, of Brunswick, Maine, 10 nieces and nephews, 17 great nieces/nephews, 
30 great-great nieces and nephews.  

Bob graduated from Edison High School in Miami and then joined the  US Coast Guard  serving 
his country in the final months of WWII and for a short time thereafter in the Pacific Theater.  He then 
attended both the University of Florida and Clemson University,  before briefly operating an Oriental 
import/export business.   He then had an illustrious 36-year career with the  Los Angeles Museum  of 
Natural History as the Senior Exhibits Designer.  In California he was extremely active in the American 
Legion (Post Commander), the California Rose Society, and the California Orchid Society.  He loved to 
travel, particularly in the Orient.  During his time in Los Angeles and Hollywood area he came in con-
tact with many movie industry personalities and loved to tell stories of encounters with them and of his 
travels. 

  
There was a twinkle in 

Bob’s eye when he was 

surrounded by the old 

items in the Collections 

Building that he held 

dear.                             

At a Dudley Farm Paint-

Out an artist  captured 

his image  beautifully.  

He had volunteered to 

be one of the models. 

                         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                                             

 Thank you Art Wade for your unending assistance with repairs, deliveries and all nursery needs requested      

by the Soil Sisters.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

A special THANK YOU to Pat & Bill Svorinich for the unexpected and very generous work preformed at the 

Heritage Nursery! 
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