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Thank you!! – We are very grateful to: 
 *    Mr. E. L. Hunt – for the generous donation of $100.  And for contributing his  

               insight to the tour of the 28th. 
*     The residents of Oak Hammock for visiting the park for a tour of the Farmstead. 
*     The Dudley Farm Musicians for their wonderful music, entertaining us and our   

        visitors.  Their talent contributes greatly to the warmth and character DFHSP. 
*      The Fort Christmas Historic Society for touring our park and lunching with us. 
              And Emelie Matthews for inviting them to our historic state park.  
*     The Heritage Nursery workers, affectionately known as the “Soil Sisters”.  For  
               another very successful Plant Sale in conjunction with our Earth Day event.  
*    The Domestic Skills Group who continue to supply the Commissary with   
               beautiful and well crafted items for the ‘old store’s’ inventory.  
 

Wish List  ~  We are in need of: 
*     New members to our CSO.  We need to substantially increase our membership. 
*     Commissary Keepers so the ‘store’ will be open during park hours, just 3 to 4    

       hour shifts as often as you can.  All sales at the Commissary support the park. 
*      A dedicated volunteer to help mow the lawns using the parks ride-on equipment. 
*      A large oval, metal water trough for the cattle. 
*     A gas powered edger. 
*      A long handle manual tree saw/limb trimmer. 
*      Paper for the printer. 
*       A Box Blade for the large tractor for road grading. 
*       A mop bucket.             

OUR VISION STATEMENT 
DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK PRESERVED FOR THE APPRECIATION OF 

FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

Thank you Mr. E. L. (Roy) Hunt and residents of Oak Hammock 
for your thoughtful generosity. 

We appreciate you visiting our park ~ please come again.  
 
On April 21st a group from Oak Hammock Retirement Community participated in a tour of the Dudley family Farmstead.  
Ms. Murray Laurie, our official guide, was aided by personal anecdotes from one of Oak Hammock’s own, Mr. E. L. 
Hunt, better known to us as Roy.   Murray Laurie and Roy together gave a wonderful narrative for everyone’s enjoy-
ment. 
Roy is exceptionally knowledgeable about every aspect of the farmstead.  He is a long time supporter of Dudley Farm 
Historic State Park and a Life Member of our Friends of Dudley Farm’s Citizen Support Organization.   



The Cornet Conspiracy will perform at DFHSP  
Wednesday,  June 6th at 10:30AM 

 
 The Cornet Conspiracy Brass Band is an informal group of individuals with a common interest in antique and 
vintage brass instruments, especially the cornet.  Members collect, play, repair, restore and even reproduce such instru-
ments and have met nearly every year in different locations since its inception in 2001. We are very fortunate to have 
them in this local this year. 
 The Cornet Conspiracy Brass Band is an opportunity to play original band arrangements on instruments dating 
from the 1850's to the 1880's -- the very time frame that Dudley Farm was thriving.   
     Valved brass musical instruments were the absolute latest in musical technology at that time and a wave of brass 
bands swept across the United States.  Nearly every small town had at least one. 
     This will be an opportunity to see and hear exceedingly rare instruments, many of which are 150 years old. The musi-
cians range from amateur to top-of-the-line professionals. 
 
The photo taken after a concert performance in historic Richmond, VA in 2014  

Sandra’s Tidbits 
How quickly time flies!  Here we are, another summer; it will be my 7th here at Dudley Farm.  Oh my!  I am enjoying 
every year so far and I hope to have a few more to come.  I do want to say thank you - thank you to all the volunteers, 
past, present and future, that make this place a great place! 
So, before we shift gears into summer, I would like to welcome Ashley Pass as our new Park Ranger.  Ashley has been 
in the Park Service for many years; has worked at many different parks, and has held may positions.  She was the PSS 
here at Dudley Farm for 2 years before she moved to another park.  Now, she decided to come back to Dudley!  I guess 
she could not stay away from such a great and unique place.  If you see her around the farm, please welcome her back. 
If you have not been into the farm for a few months you will see that the landscape has changed a bit.  We lost a cedar 
(by the lane).  It fell on the mulberry tree and demolished it.  It was a good thing that the cedar did not hit the long chick-
en house.  We also decided to remove 3 magnolias from the farm that had heart rot and were leaning precariously close 
to some of the historic buildings.  That was sad as they were beautiful, unfortunately they were dying giants.  One of 
them must have been at least 100 years old! 
“Magnolias are medium to rapid growers and can grow over 25 feet tall in 10 years -- about as fast as a silver maple 
(Acer saccharinum). Lifespan depends on so many variables -- soil, exposure to wind or pollution, proper light -- that it’s 
not possible to predict the lifespan of a particular tree. A Southern magnolia, given a home in rich, moist, well-drained 
soil and a humid environment and plenty of room to grow to its maximum height of 80 feet tall and 40 feet in diameter, 
could live 80 to 120 years.” 
So those trees were little saplings around 1918!  Oh, the tales they could tell.   
Now we go into summer.  One more Dudley Kids Day event before the Florida heat really takes hold.  The Dudley crew 
will tackle some projects; the chickens will continue to peck; the cows will rest in the shade, and all will be good at the 
farm.  Come out to see us if you can, and don’t forget to bring the lemonade! 



Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DudleyFarm/ 

Notes from the Friends of Dudley Farm CSO Board of Directors Meeting of April 16, 2018                                       
by Gloria Hughes 

 
Gabbie Paxton, Park Manager – introduced Lucinda Williams, his newly hired assistant manager.  She will be over-
seeing Dudley Farm HSP and O’Leno SP.   His hire for ranger at DFHSP is Ashley Pass who will start her work at our 
park on May 1st.  Ashley knows DFHSP quite well as she held its position of Park Service Specialist 2010 & 2011.  
Gabbie reported that he was pleased to have all positions under his jurisdiction filled.  
Sandra Cashes, Park Service Specialist – reported that the Partake of the Past event went very well, the count was 91 
cars.  There was a storm threatening on Sunday therefore the girl scouts had to leave approx. noon.  
The tree removal man worked all day today, all is good!  He will complete the removal tomorrow. 
Gayle Ambrose contacted FOX 51 TV’s morning program, “Your Day Orlando”.  Their travel reporter, David Martin, 
will report from DFHSP during one of their programs.  Great advertising!  
The State of Florida will produce a short segment on our  histor ic agr icultural park.  It will be par t of a 30 minute 
mini series on Fl. state parks.  They will be filming “Discover Dudley Farm Historic State Park” on the 27th, with 
child actors portraying the time period.  
Being the cattle handling pen is complete, thanks to our  Tony Ryan for  handling the finishing touches.  Sandra is 
looking forward to the cattle sale.   
Both Resident Volunteers, Mike Crane and Pam Perry, will be leaving shor tly.  We have no Resident Volunteers 
signed up through the summer. 
Emelie Matthews, CSO President – reported that the ADA lift to be installed at the farmhouse will cost $13,670. with 
a 20 yr. guarantee.  She will talk with Paula Russo, Friends of Florida State Parks, to inquire as to the possibility of a 
grant to help with this expense. 

On Saturday, the 28th, there will be a group from The Fort Christmas Historical Society visiting DFHSP.  They will be 
treated to a tour of the farmstead and a luncheon.  She and Archie will supply the meat and drinks,  
there is a $300.  line item in our budget to cover socials such as this.  
She asked us to contribute side dishes to the meal.  Help is always appreciated. 
Art Wade and Gabbie Paxton discussed the planned Pavilion and Indoor Education Center, the states approved 
planned locations and the prows and cons of first installing the Pavilion (to help to raise funds) in the designated IEC 
area then having to move it when the IEC becomes a reality. 
Right now there is no volunteer dedicated to the solemn purpose of fund raising for the Indoor Education Center.  
We’ve considered and planned to use the Pavilion for events, meetings, training programs, etc.   
Sandra suggested approaching Tallahassee with the question per optional use of the approved area, temporally.  She 
reasoned that the funds raised through its use would pay for the cost of removal/moving the Pavilion when the IEC be-
comes a reality.   Gabbie will research the Management Plan:  2 areas, 1 Pavilion and the IEC.  Art suggested the possi-
bility of a new plan, less restrictive. 
Irma Riley, Nursery - We will be celebrating Earth Day on Saturday, the 21st  which includes our third plant sale. 
Norm Tankersley, Commissary – Reported that there is no coverage on Thursdays and Fridays.  There is a desperate 
need for Commissary Keepers. 
Norm praised those who tend to ‘old store’, they are faithful volunteers.  The stock is good.  The Domestic Skills Group 
has been wonderful to us! 
Norm related an interesting and heartwarming story that occurred recently while he was the storekeeper:   A Korean 
family/group visited, while the elder spoke with Norm he discovered that Norm was a member of the Korean War Vet-
eran Assoc., the reaction and joy of the entire group was amazing. Pictures were taken, praise and love abound.   
Consider becoming a Commissary Keeper and meet friendly folk from all over the world. 
Gayle Ambrose, Outreach Opportunities – We will represent the Friend of Dudley Farm at the Alachua Spring Festival 
this Sunday.  Cedar Lake Park is holding their Spring Festival event at the end of May, a volunteer is needed to repre-
sent us as she and Lorraine are unable to attend.  
                                                      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
      Yes!  There was even more business discussed and decisions made. 
         Join us for a glimpse of what the board, committees and groups  
                are accomplishing on behalf of our historic state park.   

https://www.facebook.com/DudleyFarm/


              **** Friends of Dudley Farm, CSO ****  
      BOARD of DIRECTORS  -  2017-2018  - COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

President: Emelie Matthews  - 386-462-3016  -  emelie@ufl.edu 

1st. Vice President:     Gayle Ambrose        -      352-378-7507          

Treasurer:                 Grace C. Neagle        -      gn228@att.net   

Secretary:                  Archie Matthews     -      386-462-3016  

Past President:         Art Wade       -       wade.lwr@gmail.com 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

Cydney Wade - Gayle Ambrose – Grace C. Neagle - Gloria Hughes -  

Lorraine McDowell - Susan McNulty - Norm Tankersley    

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS: 

Journal Editor: Gloria Hughes – Publisher: Christopher  Cashes 

Nursery: Irma Riley                    Commissary: Norm Tankersley  

Collections:   Bob Spangenberg  -  Vada Horner  

Webmaster: Irma Riley      Publicity: Irma Riley & Gloria Hughes  

Entrance Sign:    Lorraine McDowell    and    Glor ia Hughes 

Membership:  

Sandra Cashes ~ Park Service Specialist - 352-258-6648 

                             Sandra.Cashes@dep.state.fl.us 

 

Volunteer of the Year  
Art Wade was a perfect choice to receive this distinction.  Ar t has worked 

tirelessly in many areas of our park.  His selfless devotion, practical and sound 

advice is a huge asset to our park.  His ingenuity, his guidance as CSO president, 

his planning, designing, building, etc. and encouraging others to be their best con-

firms that Art Wade well deserves this distinction.   

mailto:Sandra.Cashes@dep.state.fl.us




OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPORTING 

PRESERVATION, AND THROUGH EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK. 
A ONE OF A KIND LATE 1800'S FARM. 

Page from the Past - Part 1 

Continues on next page. 



Page from the Past - Part 2 

    Cracker Cows 
         (continued from page 1 of the April 2008 issue) 
this National register site.  The Florida Cracker cow herd grazes a portion of the original 640 acre homestead still fenced 
by heart of pine split rail fences. 
Buck Mitchell and Jack Gillen started the Park Service Cracker cow herd at Dudley Farm.  They traveled 150 miles 
south to Kissimmee State Park in 1997 and handpicked the cows that are now the mainstay of the Dudley herd.  So it 
was fitting and a historic moment at Dudley Farm earlier this month with two generations of the Mitchell men and for-
mer Paynes Prairie State Preserve Manager Jack Gillen working the cow herd in the restored cow pens used at Dudley 
Farm since the 1920s.  Buck Mitchell spun some tales of his USDA inspections of the Dudley herd iln the 1970s when 
Miss Myrtle would get him to do such extras as hang a gate, worm her cat, fix the plumbing….besides working her herd 
to cows!  And Buck would convince Miss Myrtle Dudley that donating her farm to the state (park service) would help 
preserve it for generations to come.  This was a community event with Chiefland Farm Supply providing the cow worm-
er and park staff and neighbors joining in to help work the herd.  Many local folks have provided dedicated help in pre-
serving the livestock and the rural traditions of this local historic treasure, including the Buck Mitchell family, Sam and 
Geraldine Getzen, Ellison Hardee, Doris Beauchamp, Dorothy and Eugene Carter, who were among some of the charter 
members who began the Friends of Dudley Farm, Citizen Support Organization. 

Membership Reminder 
We are diligently working to compile an updated, accurate list of our Citizen Support Organization mem-
bers.  Please let us know if you are no longer a CSO member and no longer want to receive the Jour-
nal.  That information would be very helpful in this effort. 
If you would like to help Dudley Farm as a member of the CSO kindly renew your membership if you 
haven't already done so.     Thank you! 
 

The Fort Christmas Historic Society Visit 
 
The fourth Saturday of each month, from October through May, a Farmstead Guided Tour is offered.  
Our CSO President, Emelie Matthews, had invited the Fort Christmas Historic Society to come for our April tour and to 
enjoy a luncheon with us. 
For these invited guests Tony Ryan, Tom Fasulo and Jody Venn were living historians stationed at specific areas of in-
terest to talk about the activities which would have taken place during the time the Dudley family resided here.  At the 
end of the tour the group enjoyed a luncheon on the back porch of the Visitors Center.  Our visitors had an enjoyable 
time at DFHSP.  We hope that they will come again.  

Kids Day, Berry-licious.  Saturday, May 12th from 10 to 2:00  
This is the final Kids Day event of this season.  



Friends of Dudley Farm, Inc. 
  18730 W. Newberry Road 

  Newberry, Fl.  32669 

 We hope that you will support these business that support  
                      Dudley Farm Historic State Park 


