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Our New Heritage Nursery
Dudley Farm Historic State Park's Unit Management Plan
which was written in 2004 states the following:
"A heritage nursery is needed for propagation and maintenance of the heirloom variety of trees, shrubs and flowers
from the Dudley landscape. The long-range goal is that a
plant nursery should be established outside the Dudley
home place but within the park, to propagate samples of
all garden plant materials and important tree varieties important to Dudley Farm."
With the vision of our CSO (Friends of Dudley Farm)
president, Art Wade, this project has begun in earnest. An area on the east side of park property near
our Collections building was chosen for the site. Brush and a few small trees had to be cleared. A tall
'deer proof' fence had to be put up as there are quite a few deer on the property. Then Art tapped a water line from a close-by well (one of the reasons for choosing this site) and ran hose bibs for the future
irrigation system. Following this, Art laid rolls of landscape cloth for weed control. Then he invited
our 2 resident volunteers Jimmy Stephens and Mike Crane to his own home nursery to learn how to
construct raised tables for holding the plant pots. These volunteers did a marvelous job of constructing
the 3 long wood tables. Then Art installed the misting irrigation system which is on an automated timer
system.
The plant committee has been busily potting up plants. Many plants and trees were donated, and some
plants purchased at wholesale prices from Southern Gardening Nursery. These plants will be a resource for maintaining stock for the Dudley homestead gardens, and will also be sold at the Commissary (gift shop) as a fundraiser for the Friends of Dudley Farm.
There are still a few additional needs to complete the nursery. A work table needs to be constructed. A
new metal canopy to cover the worksite, and a
storage cabinet to hold irrigation parts, fertilizer,
etc. must be purchased. But, we are well on our
way to finally accomplishing this State Park goal
which will be a great asset to Dudley Farm Historic State Park, and which is funded and built by the
Friends of Dudley Farm.
Irma Riley

UP-COMING EVENTS:
A TASTE OF SYRUP

6/25/16

NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY

9/24/16

QUILT DAY

10/01/16

FALL FARM & CANE FESTIVAL
RECONSTRUCTIO

12/3-4/16

KIDS DAY WILL START
AGAIN IN OCTOBER. EACH
SECOND SATURDAY
THROUGH MAY.

2/24-25/17

CSO MEMBERSHIP BONUS OFFER
Jim Notestein of Notestein’s Nursery is oﬀering an extremely generous gi to our membership. To help encourage membership in our Friends of Dudley Farm Ci!zens Support Organiza!on Jim has oﬀered to give a plant to our new and renewed members, just show him your
new Membership Card when you visit the nursery. This gi could be considered a free plant
with the cost of membership or free membership with the cost of a plant. Whichever way
it’s looked at, this is a wonderful oﬀer.
See www.southerngardening.org for plants available.
Call for an appointment (visit is by appointment only) 352-372-2107.
=================================
As you read the item above you must have been thinking, as I was, what a wonderfully generous gi this man is
oﬀering to help encourage membership in our CSO. And that is exactly who and what Jim Notestein is, a generous,
encouraging and upliing person who loves nature and strives to preserve and enhance our environment.
I had the pleasure of accompanying one of our members as she took her membership card to the “ONE OF A KIND
PLANTS” nursery where we were greeted by Jim with a big smile and friendly manner. He is deligh.ul!
Jim took us on a tour of his extensive garden (aer giving us each a ‘shopping’ bag). He introduced us to plants both
na4ve and from far away places. His knowledge of every- thing that grows is amazing and his nursery is a unique and
fantas4c place. We were introduced to plants, trees and shrubs we didn’t know existed. The many citrus trees
throughout the yard were laden with fruit and he ﬁlled the bags we carried. I enjoyed some of that sweet fruit on
the spot. Yummy!!
We le Jim’s property with two bags of citrus and our member came home with two healthy, interes4ng and beau4ful plants. She had both the common and botanical names of these plants along with plan4ng and care instruc4ons.
This was a wonderful experience, we vowed to return. We will cherish the memory of that visit and encourage others, especially our member to visit Jim Notestein and his nursery. We learned so much from this interes4ng and crea4ve man and the “gi plants” will be appreciated for many years to come.
~Gloria Hughes~
OUR VISION STATEMENT
DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK PRESERVED FOR THE APPRECIATION OF FUTURE GENERATIONS.

SCHOOL TOURS
School tours come to the park several times during
the school year. I have been going to write a story
about them for a while but something kept getting
in the way—oh wait it’s called life—something we
all face and often forget that we all have busy lives
and Dudley is only a small--albeit important part.
Finally, the day had arrived and of course, it would
be the last one of the school year. I woke up to a
cloudy morning wondering if the tour would actually happen.
The weather map on my phone
showed large, very angry yellow and orange blotches all over the state but especially around Alachua
county. I headed to the park with hesitation and
frustration but knowing we also desperately needed the rain.
I arrived to find our faithful Vada Horner all
dressed in period attire -- ready to share the rich
history of the homestead with a bus full of 1st graders from Shell Elementary in Hawthorne. Vada
and I sat on the porch and had a wonderful visit
but where were the students? At around 10:30
Sandra called the school. They had gotten a late
start because they were short a chaperone. One is
required for a certain number of students. It was
after 11:00 when they arrived. They split the students into two groups, one staying on the porch to
learn about the toys and go to the blacksmith, and
the other group led by Vada walked out to the
farmstead. About 15 minutes into our presentation the skies opened up with the pattering of the
rain, a soothing sound.
Suddenly the rain
switched direction and began coming in sideways,
spraying many of the pillows used on the built-in
benches lining the back porch.
The children
crowded closer and closer moving into the center of
the porch to avoid getting wet. Although you
would know, that was the exact moment several of
the youngsters decided they must go to the restroom. Thankfully the adults were able to distract
them long enough for the rain to let up. The children did very well playing with the handmade
toys—well an impressive length of time considering
they had to share the toys. Soon it was time for
their boxed lunches. It was close to noon when the
lunches were handed out. Most of them sat on the
floor and began eating their premade peanut butter
and jelly sandwich with the crust cut off and the
soft bread pinched down keeping the two pieces of
bread glued together. For anyone interested they
sell these at Sam’s boxed in the frozen section with
18 to a box. They also had an apple, a bag of bear
shaped honey grahams made with wheat flour and
a small container of chocolate milk that several
appeared to be challenged opening. The lunch

time quiet lasted about ten minutes. Since the
rain hadn’t let up I said I would be happy to tell
them a story, if Sandra wanted me to. The children went into the visitor’s center and all sat
around me as I asked them questions and they
quickly had interesting answers. Although it was a
story about when I was a little girl in a small town
in New York they seemed to relate well. I talked
about having milk delivered to a small metal box
that was on my front porch. And how I looked forward to visiting the dairy, usually on Saturday, to
get an ice cream cone and then go out to the barn.
To me that was the highlight of the week to go out
and pet the cows. I knew that milk came from
cows but I was much more interested in how the
big brown eyes seem to smile at me while I
scratched behind their ear. I thought that would
be a neat story to tell until I found out that at least
eight of them milk cows of their own and none
found my story unusual. What I did find was a
group of young boys and girls that knew about
growing vegetables, where our groceries come from
and that milk is taken to Publix from the dairy and
not just found at the store. I did ask if they knew
what timber was and one guess was a type of horse
but soon they informed me that trees could be
ground up to make several things including paper
and pencils. And they listed almost every kind of
vegetable you could think of and told me what they
liked and didn’t like. Strangely enough they really
seemed to like their vegetables which for a group of
six and seven year olds could be a very odd thing.
I can remember with my nieces and nephews that I
couldn’t get much past green beans and corn before I would hear “yuck”, and strange sounds like
they were choking.
I discovered that day that I really miss not working
with the younger children—I usually work with
youth and adults—which I enjoy also but when I
see a face light up it just makes me smile. And
then one of the little boys told me how much he
likes a hug. The first time I gave him a little hug
but the second time he tried to bury himself in my
arms and that just touched my heart maybe all the
way to my core.
So this little outing that started out with a plan of
writing a story for the journal and a few pictures
resulted in my being a volunteer in the fall working
with Sandra and school groups. Our blacksmith
was rained out and we never got to visit him. Oh
the pictures---well they got rained out also so that
will be for next time.
Emelie Matthews

THE DOMESTIC SKILLS GROUP
Yarn Dolls - Demonstrated by Gayle Ambrose. Wed, 06/08, 9 to 11am.
Making a yarn doll is a great way to spend
quality time doing a child-friendly project
with your kid. Not only that, but it’ll give
him or her something to play with and be
proud of.

Old Fashioned Broom Making - Demonstrated by Bill Dunk. Wed, 6/15, 9 to 11am
Explore the traditional craft and emerging art
of broom making.
Fireplace brooms, cob webbers and kitchen
brushes are just some of the uses for these
beautiful hand made brooms

Congratulations to Pete Schmitt our
volunteer of the year!

The Saw Palme o

(Serenoa repens) is a
sturdy nave palm of Florida and the southeastern United States. Archaeology has shown that
the pre-Colombian peoples knew and used the
plant. It was an important food source for Florida’s Miccosukee and Seminole tribes and later
the Spanish se%lers during the 1500’s. Seminoles
ground the berries into ﬂour and made a tea to
cure stomach aches from the berries as well. The
roots are slow growing but can live for hundreds
of years. Wildlife has known the beneﬁt of palme%o leaves for a long me for bedding, protecon and forage. The early se%lers of Florida noced that the ca%le that had access to the fruits
of the palme%o were in be%er shape than those
that didn’t have access. This observaon led to
the use of the fruits for food, medicine, poulces
for snakebite and sngs. The Indians of the area
had used this plant as medicine and food for
many years. The tannins from the stem were used
to cure hides and the strong ﬁbers worked well for making baskets, hats, ropes, brooms and
fans. Today we tend to think of this nave palm as a nuisance since it grows along the ground
and is very hard to remove. The fronds can be used to decorate or make simple baskets as the
one above.
~Lorraine McDowell~

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE THROUGH
SUPPORTING PRESERVATION, AND THROUGH EDUCATION AT DUDLEY
FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK..A ONE OF A KIND LATE 1800'S FARM.

Linda Rengarts

There is a past to each Old Garden Rose that is grown. It was taken from a cutting of a rose that was taken from a cutting all the way back to the original
plant. It could be part of a rose plant that crossed the Atlantic Ocean during the
1800's or crossed America in a covered wagon with a pioneer family taking a part
of their past to their new home.
Such is the same for the Dudley Roses. Mary Magdelena Dudley (married to PBH)
was clearly a lover of plants and more than likely brought roses with her from
Walnut Hill, their South Carolina farm. Although there is no record of which roses she brought with her, Champney's Pink Cluster, one of the varieties that
grows at the farm house, was hybridized in 1811 by John Champney, a South Carolina plantation owner. Fannie Dudley (married to son Ben) also had a love of
plants, a trait she inherited from her aunt, Mary Elizabeth. Miss. Myrtle told
folks about the people who rode by in their wagons to see the Dudley front garden and who later sent notes to express their joy at seeing the beautiful blooming flowers.
There are approximately 23 different varieties surrounding the farm house. Of
these 23 varieties, 13 of them have been positively identified. These are:
Champney's Pink Cluster, Chestnut Rose, Clotilde Soupert, Dorothy Perkins,
Green Rose, Louis Philippe, Maggie (Eugene Marlitt), Mme. Lombard, Mrs. B.R.
Cant, Mrs. R.M. Finch, Old Blush, Pink Pet, and Yellow
Lady Banks.
The 10 unidentified roses have not been positively
identified and have been named as follows: Dolly Dudley, Dora Dudley, Fannie Dudley, Leila Dudley, Mother
Dudley, Myrtle Dudley, PBH Dudley, Mrs. L.J. Smith,
the Gate Rose and the Thornless Rose.
There are over 15,000 varieties of roses throughout
the world, some of which may no longer be in cultivation. For their historical value to the rose world, and
especially to the history of the Dudley Family, these
roses should not be lost.
During the past year, all the unidentified roses at the
Dudley Farm House have been propagated and are
planted along the fence line at the Visitor's Center
parking area. The plants are young at this time, but
during the next growing season, they will actively start
growing and blooming. This will ensure that, for the future, there will always be a rose for each of the
'Dudley' roses.

NOTES FROM THE BOARD MEETING
By Gloria Hughes
The Friends of Dudley Farm Board of Directors
meeting of April 18th 2016 began with President
Art Wade and Park Manager Gabby Paxton
explaining the Land Use or Unit Management
Plan for Dudley Farm. This is a 10 year plan
and we’re now over/beyond that time period.
Now, with the Heritage Nursery built and getting
established we’ve achieved what was planned.
Our CSO has accomplished a great deal, over and
above the goals of this formal plan.
The OPS position has been filled. Tim Collins
started work on Friday. He is a graduate of Santa Fe College with experience in ranch and wildlife management along with agricultural
knowledge.
Sandra Cashes, PSS reported on the Partake of
the Past event. The girl scouts did a great job
and the event was a success. There will be Earth
Day activities and a wedding at the park that
same evening. The wedding party is renting the
tent.
Due to the lack of response to the Volunteer Appreciation Party invitations the event will be
postponed until further notice.
School tours have been increasing wonderfully.
Even though there have been so many children at
one time these tours do ‘flow’ well. Sandra plans
to develop a written plan, in the near future, to
offer such bus loads of children the best experience as they are guided through and told about
the many interesting aspects of DFHSP.
President, Art Wade informed us of the passing, this morning, of our long time and very active member and volunteer, Linda Rengarts.
This is truly sad news.
Regretfully, her passing has left a few important
projects incomplete and unattended. Linda published the Dudley Farm Journal, our bi-monthly
newsletter, for many years.
We need a volunteer to take on that task. Linda took care of the
Dudley Roses, they are already in need of attention. She had plans for the Becky Dean Commemorative Camellia Garden, had drawn a diagram and ordered old variety plants, this is now
on hold. Linda was working with the Collections
group, organizing and documenting the Dudley
families’ possessions and had great plans to help
improve the process. This group, now smaller

than ever, needs help. Christopher, Chris and
John are working to get everything together.
(My note – we need to attempt to fill the void that
this very special persons passing created. Please
consider volunteering.)
Art on the Heritage Nursery: The work is
moving along, the 40’ x 60’ area is fenced, the
ground cover is installed, irrigation plumbing
done, tables constructed with automatic sprinkler
system and a section with shade cloth. There are
already lots of potted plants on one of the tables.
Soon this operation will be a busy and productive
Dudley Farm Heritage Nursery.
Art priced a sink for the nursery at Wal-Mart $200. We hope to find the necessary equipment
at reasonable prices or possibly donated: a garden cart, an outdoor storage cabinet, tools, soil,
pots, etc. The existing shelter is full of wood
which needs to be moved or at least organized for
it to be a storage-work area with a work / potting
table.
Ideally, having another such structure (metal
carport) would be best.
Repairs needed to vital equipment: ADA
Farmhouse porch elevator for access has been out
of order. The tram and the ramps for scooter and
wheel chair access needs repair. Park Manager,
Gabby, assured us that these repairs will be
made.
The Event Tent is in need of repair before the
wedding on the 23rd. The tent will have to come
down before hurricane season. There are no
events or weddings planned during the summer
months but the tent will be needed again in October. Help with this would be greatly appreciated
This was a busy meeting, as usual. Even more
topics were covered but, time and space here is
limited. You are invited to attend these active
and productive meetings, please consider doing
so. The next Board of Directors meeting will be
on Monday, June 20th.
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