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Message from the CSO President,
Since the last Journal there were two successful events at Dudley Farm, first Plow Days on Jan. 31stFeb. 1st and then the Antique Tractor & Car Day on March 15th.
Attendance at this years Plow Days was good, at 742, with several classes of children from local schools
coming out on Friday. For those of you who missed the event, we had plowmen bring teams of draft
horses; one demonstrated the use of a plow and another showed how a set of disks can be used in the
fields. Also on Saturday the Park staff hitched up a pair of the Dudley Farm mules to the sled for
their first public appearance at Dudley Farm as a working team.
On Antique Tractor and Car Day the tractor men and women proudly
showed off their wonderful old machinery while some demonstrated
plowing in the field. There was a tractor pull
at 1:00 pm. The old and the antique cars on
display were admired by all. Attendance was
excellent during this event with 596 visitors
and 44 volunteers.
As some of you have see on Facebook, the
Farm has two new four-legged employees.
These two calves were born in March, one to a
first time momma. This little one is a bull
and as of this writing I don’t have the details
about the second calf.
In closing I would like to express our appreciation to that special category of volunteers at Dudley
Farm, the resident volunteers. In recent months we were very fortunate having some exceptional folks
staying at the Park and helping in so many areas. Several of the resident volunteers have helped at
Dudley Farm in previous years returning several times. In addition to the more routine chores that
keep the Park clean and functioning, several of these volunteers have also helped the CSO directly.
Some of their work ranged from harvesting and cooking the sugar cane, through making period clothing
and completing carpentry projects. For example Pam Perry using materials supplies by the CSO sewed
numerous articles of period correct clothing for Park Staff and made several items of clothing for the
CSO wardrobe area. Within the last few weeks two other resident volunteers, Jimmy Stevens and Mike
Crane, again using materials and basic plans supplies by the CSO built shelves and plant tables for the
Commissary.
See you at the Park

Art Wade

NOTES FROM THE BOARD MEETING OF FEBRUARY 17TH
By Gloria Hughes
Morgan stressed the need for accuracy when relating information about the Dudley family and the history of the
farm. Art explained that Mary Ann Hinely and Vada Horner of the Collections Committee are researching and documenting a
factually correct history for all volunteers to have the same accurate information. There will be a clear manual from which
everyone will be able to relate historically factually information to the public.
Thank you ladies for undertaking this important and very involved task.
Sandra Cashes, PSS, reported that a professor at the UF has some of his students creating a short training video for
our docent program. Through research these will be absolutely accurate. The plan is to create three short training videos,
after viewing the first a decision will be made as to the others.
Sandra requests that all volunteers complete the necessary Volunteer Application Form. All volunteers are required
to view a 23 min. training video There will be an audit soon and all of these forms must be on file by then. Also, please keep
track of and submit your volunteer hours.
Art Wade presented the Building Committee report on the progress of the Indoor Education Building: We have
enough funds to have the utilities installed. There had been hope that we would be able to purchase a temporary structure
until the permanent building was constructed so as to begin using an indoor facility. The interim structure, in addition to its
use as an education center, would have been used for meeting and fund raising activities. Contractors to install the utilities
are being interviewed. The lighting will include the parking lot area as well, with the ability to turn off when it’s not needed.
Norm Tankersley of the Commissary presented his report: Thanks to the Resident Volunteers, Jimmy Stevens and
Mike Crane, new shelving was built and installed so that items have a more dominant display. “Improved display = added
profit!” The Jams and Jellies sell very well, we carry some out-of-the-norm jams and jellies. The fruit is grown and supplied
from Dudley Farm and the Muscadine grapes from Norm’s farm. If any of the members would share with us some of the fruit
they grow, that would be appreciated.
Bill Jones, Tony and Norm crushed and cooked up more Cane Syrup. We’re selling it in pt. jars, it’s always in demand.
Norm ordered more of our popular books, ‘Cold Before Morning’, ‘Cookhouse Cookin’, ‘Cracker Cow’, ‘My Years at
Dudley’ and ‘Dudley Farm’ the history book.
he ladies of the Domestic Skills Group are incredible! The talent and workmanship of all their handmade merchandise
is greatly appreciated These items are great sellers.
There is a plan in the works to add three more Resident Volunteer camping sites. Our park is a much desired place
for those who like to work while they travel. Morgan said that the stay is up to four months. These workers have been a
great help in getting the needed work accomplished. “More boots on the ground!”
This was a busy meeting! I encourage you to attend. There’s more I’d like to share but I‘ve run out of space.
These are not the minutes ~ they are my notes from the meeting.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Attention Board Members and all interested parties
The next Board of Directors meeting will be held at a different location. We will be meeting at:
The Blend Coffee Shop in Newberry. 305 SW 250th Street, Newbery 352-472-4900
April 21st, the usual third Monday at 6:00 pm
___________________________________________________________________________
Our Vision Statement
Dudley Farm Historic State Park Preserved for the Appreciation of Future Generations
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Membership Committee Report
We have not had a good turn out for the renewals for membership in 2014. Eighty one (81) reminders
have been sent out in the last week. This in just Dudley Folks that have not renewed since 2013. We
still have a few that have not renewed in 2012,2011, and 2010. If you know of anyone that is not getting
this Journal, it is probably because they have not renewed their membership. Remind them that we
need all our membership support for the wonderful things that go on at our favorite state park.

The Second Saturday Dudley Kids Program
April 12th=Partake of the Past

May 10th=Berries and Honey

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Page from the Past
March 2001 Dudley Farm Journal

______________________________________________________________________
Please excuse the omission: Two articles included in the last issue of this Journal: “Fragrance and &
Melodies filled the Visitors Center” was written by Pam Perry. “Alien Invaders at Dudley Farm” was
written by Thomas R. Fasulo

Like Dudley Farm on FaceBook!!!

On February 1, 2014 two of the newest “employees” at Dudley Farm Historic State Park worked as a team for
the first time since they arrived at the Park. Over the past months Susie Q. and Nancy (along with their friend Rosie)
had worked by themselves around the Park, but not as a team.
When the proper harness pieces and parts were obtained Bill and Tony hitched the “girls” up to the working
sled. As soon as Bill was standing on the sled off they went touring the Park, stopping occasionally to “talk” to visitors
attending the Plow Days at Dudley.
These two molly mules have worked all of their adult lives together pulling wagons, so they are much more
comfortable working as a team again.
Next week they will start practicing with the newly acquired set of mule “powered” harrows. In time we hope
you will see them pulling these harrows helping Tony prepare the Dudley Farm fields to plant crops. Also keep a sharp
eye out for them in the woods around the Park dragging the fire lanes in order to keep the brush and weeds off of the
fire lanes.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Music on the Farm
There were four brave women who toughed out the damp cold on Friday. Left to right is Carolyn with
autoharp, Rose with mountain dulcimer, Jeanne with banjo and Mary with hammered dulcimer. There were
lots of children and I think they enjoyed the music and talking with us about our “old” instruments. The
horses are Percherons and the drivers gave talks about them
and answered questions. On Saturday the weather was much
better and we had a great group: Alicia, Dan Melanie, Ron plus
the four from Friday.
They play most Saturdays from 10 a to 2 pm and on Dudley
Kids Days they play children’s songs,, too.
Hope to see you there,
Jeannie Greenfield/Lamb

It has been a delightful winter this year and as Mr. Frost departs and Lady Spring arrives, we can look forward to a lovely
spring. The front yard flowers are beginning to bloom. The house garden has been planted. Our lady finger bananas and figs
trees are leafing out. The mama cracker cows are giving birth. And I am sure the resident Dudley birds have a nest or two
tucked away in the branches of the crepe myrtle trees.
So far we have had an outstanding few events: our yearly Plow Days on January 31 and
February 1 was, as always, a big hit. The Antique Tractor and Car Show was well attended
with close to 600 visitors and up to 30 tractors, two hit and miss engines, an antique cement mixer and half a dozen antique cars.
The January and February Dudley Kid’s day was sadly lacking due to inclement weather but
our “Eat Your Vegetables” March event brought out the kids by the handfuls!
And once again I would love to thank all the volunteers that take time out their busy
schedules to help out at the farm! From events to botany excursions and maintenance to
music; everyone does a tremendous job. Once a year we honor all the volunteers in District
2 with a Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon at one of our District 2 parks. This year it was
held at O’Leno State Park. If you ever have the chance, please attend one of the
luncheons; it is the least we can do for our outstanding volunteer force!
Sandra

____________________________________________________________________________
MISSION STATEMENT
OUR MISSION IS TO ENHANCE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE THROUGH SUPPORTING PRESERVATION, AND
THROUGH EDUCATION AT DUDLEY FARM HISTORIC STATE PARK, A ONE OF A KIND LATE 1800' S FARM.

We’re on the Web: http://www.floridastateparks.org/dudleyfarm/
Friends of Dudley Web Site: http://www.friendsofdudleyfarm.org/
Board of Directors:
President: Art Wade

352-278-6399

Dudley Farm Phone #:

1st Vice President: Norm Tankersley 352-363-0918
2nd Vice President
Treasurer,

Anne Hair

Jim Dresser

352-472-3540

352-472-1142

386-454-2462

Up-Coming Events:

Secretary, Archie & Emelie Matthews 386-462-3016
Bob Spangenberg 352-374-4902 Collections
Gloria Hughes 386-462-2936

Terry Stidham 386-454-3640

Susan McNulty 386-453-8822

Irma Riley 352-371-9070

Stephanie Bartsch
Gayle Ambrose
Ann West

352-256-1187 Dudley Kids
352-378-7507

James Dekle

352-472-3443

352-339-5706

Membership: Chairperson: Becky Dean 386-4462-3260
Co-Chair: Anne Hair

352-472-3540

Journal Editor: Linda Rengarts 352-641-6225
Publicity: Gloria Hughes 386-462-2936
Webmaster: Irma Riley 352-371-9070

April 18 & 19—7th Florida
Infantry Regiment Muster
Sept. 5 & 6—Reconstruction Event

