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Dudley Farm Journal
From the President-Joey Malphurs
It has been a great privilege to serve on the Dudley Farm CSO Board of Directors from 2010 until
2013, the last two years as president. The CSO board of directors are a great group of dedicated
people who work to support the needs of Dudley Farm. My thanks to all of the board members who I
have had the honor to work with over the past few years. My last day on the board and as president will
be September 30, 2013. Art Wade has agreed to become the next Dudley Farm CSO president and I
will let him introduce himself.
The CSO Annual meeting brought some new folks to the board of Directors. Gale Ambrose, Susan
McNulty and Ann West are new members to the board and have agreed to give their time to serve in
this capacity. I want to thank each one of them for taking on this important job. Please thank them
when you get a chance.
It is hard to believe that fall is here again, and as you know that means a busy time at Dudley Farm.
This busy season started with the annual CSO membership meeting on September 15th and continues
with one event after another leading up to Cane Day on December 7th. Please begin now to let others
know about the many opportunities to step back in time by visiting Dudley Farm during this special time
of the year.
During this past year the CSO has undertaken a number of projects such as rebuilding of the syrup
cane complex, building a workshop, and planning and developing a future building to serve as a
multipurpose education center, just to name a few. Thanks to all who have put in long hours working on
the various projects that the CSO supports. These projects would not get done without you.
Once again thanks for allowing me to serve as the CSO president and I look forward to seeing you all at
the farm.
Joey Malphurs
_____________________________________________________________________________

Pictures from Re-enactment:
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MARCHANT COMMISSARY
Visitors have asked, “why can't they spell merchant?” This gives a great opening for Commissary Keepers to
explain our building We proceed somewhat as follows:
The Marchant Commissary was built by Oren Marchant in memory of his father, the turpentine industry and the
historic importance of long leaf pine.
Recognizing Dudley Farm's mission to preserve natural resources and pioneer farming practice Mr Marchant
willed his hand built replica to Dudley Farm. After his death the CSO authorized and funded moving the building
from the Marchant property in Trenton to it's present location.
Park staff added the porch, steps, ramp and railings to comply with Park safety regulations
In the Spring of 2007 Bill Dunk and Katherine Armstrong stocked the building and opened it to visitors. The
shelves against the wall displayed donated items that would have been in a Commissary. The rest of the space
held equipment and supplies for demonstrating crafts and selling products of the Wednesday morning Domestic
skills group
On Wednesday and Saturday mornings Katherine welcomed visitors from her rocking chair on the porch, while
recounting Dudley history her hands were always busy quilting, sewing, or braiding rugs. Soon there were
requests for more access to the Commissary. Katherine helped recruit and train enough volunteers to cover all
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday. Just as we were feeling confident Katherine became seriously ill. She was
sorely missed.
Inspired by her enthusiasm and vision we were determined to keep the Commissary open as many hours as we
could find coverage. Since I had the most exposure to Katherine's ideas and example I agreed to assume
leadership in scheduling and orientation. With much help from Becky Dean, the very patient CSO Treasurer we
became quite efficient Keepers
Norm Tankersley joined us in 2009 and became the business manager that had been needed .In addition to his
marketing experience and skill he is a superb interpreter and story teller Under his guidance .the Commissary
contributes substantially to CSO funds.
Our Commissary is now open Wednesday through Sunday. A good place to visit, browse and shop.
and consider joining the Commissary Keepers.
Clare Shoemyen

Come see us

____________________________________________________________________________
A Brand New Up-to-date Friends of Dudley Farm Website
We were in the midst of a discussion on how to add information to our current website on getting donations for the
(hopefully) soon to be built Indoor Education Center. I am the webmaster for our website, and we were talking about
ways to incorporate donor acknowledgements, and ways to make online donations easier. And then the conversation
turned to the fact that our current website is over 10 yrs old, and is getting more obsolete by the day. It does not
have the capability to change formats for the modern user with a smart phone or a tablet. It does not have a photo
gallery. Web visitors have to go to an outside website (in our case Flickr) to see photos of Dudley Farm. The website is
not linked to our Facebook page, which by the way is approaching 1,000 “likes”. It was also suggested that we add a
small eCommerce capability in the eventuality that we would sell items online from our Commissary (giftshop). We would
like to have Google Analytics which would tell us how and when our site is being used. A Website Committee was set up
consisting of Morgan Tyrone, JulieAnne Tabone, Sandra Cashes, Art Wade, Tom Fasulo, Jim Dresser and myself to
interview design companies, establish budget numbers, and set up a list of features we would want in the new website.
At present, we have looked at 5 design companies, and have narrowed the list to 2 candidates. And we will apply to get a
mini-grant from the Friends of Florida State Parks which would fund us for half the cost of building the new website.
We hope to soon be off and running at finalizing the design with up-to-date features, and a fresh and exciting look
while keeping the “old-time” feel of our current website.

Irma Riley

D UDLEY F ARM J OURNAL

P AGE 3

Notes from the CSO Board Meeting of August 19, 2013 by Gloria Hughes
It was a busy meeting, as usual. Here are just a few highlights:
Morgan Tyrone, Park Administrator and Sandra Cashes, Park Service Specialist were both absent due to
family emergencies. Terri Newmans, Assistant Park Administrator attended in their stead, representing
the staff and Florida Park Service.
Terri Newmans ~ The state (EPA) will soon require DFHSP and all state parks to form/write a 'Master
Business Plan'. Our 'Unit Management Plan' will still be in effect but aiming toward a more efficient
business plan. The goal of this requirement is to help our parks to function more efficiently, to expand
and improve. She referred to it as "another tool" for improvement.
Bennett Lloyd who was hired to fill the OPS position vacated by Tony Ryan is working out good.
good!"

"All is

Jim Dresser ~ On Membership.
We have five new members since the last report. To assure that all
members receive the Journal, important notices and invitations, the membership list is constantly updated. Jim Dresser and Becky Dean have the complete membership list which consists of all contact
information. Linda Rengarts’ e-mail list is kept complete and current for sending the Journal and other
pertinent correspondences.
Joey Malphurs ~ 1) Suggested that committees be created for the planning and work of next years
'Dudley Farm Family Get-together' instead of having the majority of the work, from decorating to cleanup, done by the same generous volunteers. This is an event that should continue. 2) The 'boys' are very,
very happy with the new equipment workshop. 3) Half of the salary of Bennett Lloyd, the OPS, is paid by
the CSO. It was decided that, now at the beginning of this fiscal year, we will put $9,000 in the HOSP
(Help Our State Parks) fund to cover that expense with specific spending authorization in place.
4) We've been borrowing a projector and screen for the many occasions when one is needed for presen
tations, fund raising and volunteer campaigning, etc. Jim Dresser researched the possible purchase of
one and reported his finding. A decision was made to purchase a Thumbdrive driven device which needs no
projector or computer along with a light weight, easily transportable screen.
All Friends of Dudley Farm CSO members are invited to attend their Board of Directors Meetings which
are held just six times each year on the third Monday of each even month, 6:00pm at the Newberry
Branch Library.
______________________________________________________________________________
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Dudley Farm Phone #:
352-472-1142

Up-Coming Events:
Quilt Day—October 5th
Cane Day—December 1st
Plow Days 1/31/14 &
2/1/14
Antique Tractor & Car Day
03/15/14

Friends of Dudley Farm, Inc.
18730 W. Newberry Road
Newberry, FL 32669

President: Joey Malphurs 352-494-8478

From the Ladies in the Domestic Skills Group
We meet on Wednesday mornings and right now we are very busy finishing up the Quilt Day program that
will happen on October 5th. Come early and visit the farmstead and then make your way back to the Visitor
Center area where the main show takes place. We’re planning a bed-turning and lots of fascinating facts
about old quilts. If you have never been to a bed-turning you are in for a treat. One of our ladies, Ruth, will
discuss color, fabric, age of textiles and all those things quilters love to talk about. This part lasts about an
hour and starts at 11L00 , if you are late, you will have missed it, but there will be activities until 4 pm.
There will be crafts, demonstrations and ladies selling their handmade items.
Do plan to come and enjoy this special day with Sam, Cindy, Clare, Bettye, Nancy & Ann.
good giggles this morning as we quilted and planned Quilt Day, Oct. 5,2013. See you then.

We had lots of
Bettye Roberts

_________________________________________________________________________________

Corn Meal and Grits
On October 26th, around about 9:30 am we will be stone grinding 350 pounds of flint corn. We’ll need
volunteers to sift the grindings into corn meal and grits as well as bagging it. If you volunteered for this in
the past, you know how much fun, as well as a social event, it can be and if enough folks show up, we should
be finished by 11:00 am. Just come on out, and we’ll put you to work. We’ll also have the product for sale
that day at $4/4 cup bag.

__________________________________________________________________________
Here is a recipe from the book Cross Creek Kitchens for you to enjoy.
Seasonal Recipes and Reflections
Written by Sally Morrison with Illustrations by Kate Barnes.
BLUEBERRY PECAN COBBLER
2 TABLESPOONS CORNSTARCH
1 TEASPOON CINNAMON
2 TABLESPOONS SUGAR
6 CUPS FRESH BLUEBERRIES ( OR FROZEN )
1 CUP COARSELY CHOPPED PECANS
1/4 CUP BUTTER
1/2 CUP MAPLE SYRUP OR HONEY
Grease an 8 X 8 baking dish. Mix together cornstarch, cinnamon and sugar. Add blueberries and
stir until all are coated. Pour into baking dish and sprinkle pecans evenly over top.
Bake at 350 about 30 minutes or until bubbly and browned. Serve warm with whipped cream or
yogurt sweetened with maple syrup.
Serves 6

From August 1997 Dudley Farm Journal:

NEWS FLASH:

Sigma Alpha Agricultural Sorority, which Emilie

Matthews advises, will be donating the $160.00 dollars to pay for the
pear trees to be planted on National Public Lands Day.

DUDLEY FARM QUILT DAY
Saturday, October 5, 2013 9:30-4:00 pm
Dudley Farm Historic State Park
18730 West Newberry Road
Newberry, FL 32669

Bed-Turning Program
11:00 – 12:00 noon
Featuring quilts representative of the Dudley Era

Historical Skills Demonstrations

9:30-11:00 am and 1:00-4:00 pm
Crocheted Rugs, Pine Needle Basket Weaving, Palm Weaving,
Tatting, Spinning, Quilting, Inkle Loom, Cornhusk Brooms

Also Featuring:
* Levy County Quilt Museum *
* Florida Quilt Groups * Quilts for Sale *
* Quilt-related Vendors * Food Vendor *
Admission: $5.00/vehicle (up to 8 people)

FriendsofDudleyFarm.org

