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Dudley Farm Journal
7th Florida Infantry Regiment Muster
The 7th Florida Infantry Regiment Muster is a re-enactment that
depicts the April 1862 gathering of civilians from the North Florida area
to become the unit that Captain P.B.H. Dudley, r. commanded.

We

understand that he served in the battles of Chattanooga/Missionary
Ridge, Altoona, Atlanta and subsequent battles.
Captain Dudley returned home to recuperate from an illness, then
returned to service. He fought in the Battles of Olustee and Gainesville
to name a few.
Our hope is to bring alive a period in history that would affect Alachua
County and North Florida and the individual families that we represent
at this park historically.
We are fortunate to have the pleasure of having Mrs. Annette Lindsey
Hutson as our keynote speaker at noon on Sunday the 20th .
knowledge of the United Daughters of the Confederacy.

Mrs. Hutson has a strong history and

It was this group that gave the Olustee

Battlefield to the State of Florida, Florida’s first state park. Mrs. Hutson has a very long and distinguished
resume.
Here is the public service announcement about the event. It promises to be interesting, educational and
exciting as well.

7th Florida Infantry Regiment Muster
At Dudley Farm Historic State Park
Fri. Sat. & Sun. April 19th, 20th & 21st
Witness history as living historians and interpreters
portray life and lives of the members of the
Confederate states of America Army “In Person”
~~in character ~~ in 1862
Admission is $5.00 per vehicle up to 8 occupants

P AGE 2

Dear Friends of Dudley Farm,
I trust that all of you survived the winter and are looking forward to the spring and warmer weather.
We have been and are involved in a number of projects this spring which everyone should be aware
of. They are: 1) the CSO rebuilding the new Cane Syrup Complex, 2) Staff accomplishing burn goals
this year, 3) culling out older and youngest cattle from the park herd, 4) extending fencing westward
across the north end of the Gainesville Road to allow the cattle to forage into the wilderness area of
the park, as they did historically, 5) treatment of all historic structures for termites by traditional
means, 6) replant crops for year, 7) improvement of children’s interpretation based upon FCAT
standards, 8) exotic plant removal, 9) improve adult interpretation to be most historically accurate,
more knowledgeable of the park’s time period, and less dependant on Dudley Family genealogy, 10) and
investigating the possibilities of fundraising for the Indoor Education Center and some general park
improvements.
I would also like everyone to be aware of the upcoming events at the park which are: the Tractor
Plow Day, the 7th Florida Infantry Regiment (CSA) Muster (which is not a reenactment of a battle),
the Second Saturdays Programs (which are really becoming popular thanks to Stephanie), and not too
far off in the future the Reconstruction event. I want to thank everyone for all the time, care, and
work that they have provided to this winter’s and the spring’s events. They were all very successful
and quality events for Dudley Farm Historic State Park.
And since I do not think it has been written up yet in the Newsletter, I would like to introduce Jim
South to everyone if they have not already met him. Jim is the newest member of the Dudley staff.
He had previously worked at Dudley as a burner and exotic plant removal while being a volunteer at
O’Leno SP. He has an extensive background in pre-Columbian archaeology and we are glad to have him
with us at Dudley.
Thank you again for all you do. Let’s continue to provide the public with the best image and
information on Dudley Farm Historic State Park.
Morgan
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Dudley Farm Animals
Beginning this year the CSO will start providing the feed and hay for the domestic animals at the Park. The
initial monies to pay these bills came from the sale of calves and cows donated to the CSO.
So far one local feed store (with locations in Archer and High Springs) has stepped up to sell us feed, wormers
and related supplies at reduced prices for the Dudley Farm animals. We are currently shopping for other
suppliers, mainly hay producers, trying to get the best prices (or if possible donations).
We have the hay supply pretty much under control for the remainder of this hay season, but if anyone would
like to help out in the future with transporting hay rolls please let one of the CSO officers know.

D UDLEY F ARM J OURNAL

P AGE 3

Fundraising Committee
At the last board meeting a new committee was set up to work on fundraising for the CSO. The first
meeting of the organizing group for the committee was held on March 8, 2013. When details of plans and
the early phase projects are completed such information will be posted on the website and in
our upcoming newsletters.
For now we would like everyone in the CSO to start thinking of fundraising ideas. These may include
events or projects that you've seen other organizations use. Think of potential donors of money or inkind services and of those people in the CSO or local community who would be an asset on our committee.
As we all have observed in the past few years the CSO has stepped up more often to help the Park
financially in many ways. This committee was formed primarily to make one major dream a reality, the
Indoor Education Center. But this is just the first step to increasing the number of visitors and
improving the Park’s standing in the State Park system.
Dudley Farm Historic State Park is a unique park in Florida’s Park system, a true gem in the rough that
can offer many special and unusual agricultural learning activities to the local area and region. Supporting
the Park with needed infrastructure for hosting these learning events will make this happen
_____________________________________________________________________________
Now that………….
Now that ‘spring is in the air’ and the flower bulbs are coming out of hiding; so are the visitors to Dudley
Farm coming out from their winters den! We have (as always) taken many small steps to make this park a
gem in the Florida Park Service.
One of our growing delights is Dudley Second Saturday’s Kids Day which began a few years ago when
Stephanie Bartsch decided to ‘do something for the kids’. As the years have passed the small personal
event has blossomed! Volunteers and staff where at the farm for “All about Milk” day on March 9 th.
What a spectacular day it was! The littlest toddlers with their sisters, brothers and friends were all
there to learn about MILK. The visitor count was 288!
Down at the farm our wonderful CSO volunteer Stephanie Bartsch and the 'cow', that she so
cleverly created with a smiling face and working udders, greeted the children who all had the opportunity
to experience 'milking the cow'. Other volunteers and staff personnel explained about: 'curds and whey',
the process butter churning, different types of milk and cranking the old time ice cream churn.
Commissary had cups of the yummy ice cream treat ready to purchase. Our wonderful Dudley musicians
played lovely ol' time music adding a sweet air of times past.
The Second Saturday 'Kids" program is held each month, October through May, and it is
always an educational and entertaining event.
Future programs schedule are: Partake of the Past (4/13) with old fashioned games and picnic.
Day (5/11), learning all about laundry days of the past.

Laundry

On April 19, 20, and 21 we will once again have our 7th Florida Muster event; a portrayal of the 7th Florida
infantry mustering and training that took place in Gainesville.
Hope to see everyone here!

Sandra Cashes, PSS
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All About Milk
This months Second Saturday’s Kids Event was “All About
Milk.” What a spectacular day it was! From 10:00 until
2:00 and beyond there were lots of families with children
all over the park. The littlest toddlers with their sisters,
brothers and friends were all there to learn about MILK>
The visitor count was 288~WOW!
Down at the farm our wonderful CSO volunteer Stephanie
Bartsch and the ‘cow’, that she so cleverly created with a
smiling face and working udders, greeted the children who
all had the opportunity to experience ‘milking the cow’.
The youngsters learned where milk comes from and how it
can be transformed into cheese, butter and even ice cream,
the old fashioned way. Out on the field the cracker cows
with their calves quietly demonstrated how they fed milk to
their babies.
On the back porch of the old kitchen, Sandra Cashes, ranger and PSS, along with CSO volunteer Grace
Neagle explained and showed ‘curds and whey’ while they demonstrated the process of making butter
with a butter churn. Young visitors assisted in the churning process and there were crackers on which
to spread the finished product for a taste test. Gayle and Leonard Ambrose offered turns cranking
the old time ice cream churn, each of the children stopped at the Commissary where cups of the yummy
treat was purchased.
Jeanne Greenfield/Lamb, Pete Schmidt, John and Joanne played lovely ol’time music adding a sweet air
of times past.
The Blacksmith, Jim Dresser, was busy demonstrating and talking about how necessary tools and
household items were made. David Riker, ranger and re-enactor, covered the entire park doing what he
does so well. At the Commissary, Clare Shoemyen was the very busy store keeper, Adelheid Olivier
knitted socks while rocking on the porch and telling about long ago.
A good time was had by all!!
The Second Saturday ‘Kids’ program is held each month September through May.
interesting, educational and entertaining event.

It is always an

Future programs:
Partake of the Past

04/13/2013

Laundry Day

5/11/2013

____________________________________________________________
Belated Cane Day Sponsor Thanks
Our apologies are in order for the inadvertent omission, in the last newsletter, of our thanks to the
people and businesses that helped support our Cane Day event in December. Members, please personally
thank the following when visiting the business or seeing them personally: Capital City Bank, Alachua
Farm Bureau, Monette Thomas, Publix Supermarkets, Renaissance Printing, Hitchcock’s Markets,
Alachua Farm & Lumber, and Sun State Credit Union.

Antique Tractor & Car Day ~
March 16, 2013
A sunny but chilly morning started
early with the chug-chug sound of
old time engines.
The friendly
sound resonated through the crisp
air inviting visitors to view over
twenty prized antique and old
tractors. Members of the North Florida Antique Tractor Club were here
for their annual show. Well represented were Allis-Chalmers, Cub Cadet, Dexter, Farmall, Ferguson, MasseyFerguson, Ford, John Deere, McCormick-Farmall and Samson. These impressive machines from 1920 to 1964 were
proudly displayed and demonstrated by their owners. A Tractor Pull (competition where a very heavy,
ever-increasing, load is pulled a distance) took place with run-offs throughout the day to declare a winner.
A 1910 Slizo 7 in 1 Combine Woodworking Machine’s 4 horsepower engine chugged the entire day, further
demonstrating the ingenuity of the time. Old tools were displayed and demonstrated and a large collection of kerosene lanterns were presented.
There were old cars for our viewing pleasure. My favorite, the 1940 Lincoln
Continental (classy) was in good company with the Jaguar, Thunderbird,
Mustang and the Chevy and Dodge pick-up’s.
It was a great day with lots of friendly visitors enjoying the activities at the
Visitor’s Center and at the farm where they watched tractors plowing the big
field, listened to music at the farmstead, sensed the aroma of cooking from
the old kitchen, spoke with the storekeeper and watched the animals that add
to the pleasant atmosphere of our state park

_____________________________________________________________________________
Volunteer Needed
We are in need of a volunteer or two to clean the old farm house, the old store and kitchen building.
Sweeping, dusting, polishing, whatever needs to e done to keep these three buildings looking cared for
and welcoming to the public. Monday or Tuesday, if possible weekly, when the park is closed to the
public would be ideal. After an initial good cleaning, this commitment would basically be up-keep. If you
can help, please phone the office at 352-472-1142. Thank you!!
____________________________________________________________________________
Commissary News
The Commissary has had many enthusiastic visitors and customers even when the weather was not inviting. Our only addition since last report has attracted a lot of attention though not for sale at present.
We call theses small soft toys Welsh Whimsies since they were inspired by a book brought back from
Wales. We are encouraging anyone who likes to sew to try their hand at creating their own. Basic
patterns and choice of fabric etc., are provided. Come see & try!! As usual we welcome new volunteers
and would like to orient them before we lose 2 of our most active and experienced volunteers as
Summer approaches.

