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Dudley Farm Journal
From the President
Cane Day 2013- with great weather and the best group of volunteers that could be asked for, all went well
with lots of fun for everyone. However, there is so much more to cane day than just showing up expecting
to have a good time.
First, there are many years of history behind cane day. Cane grindings have been going on for many years
at Dudley Farm. Miss Myrtle was quoted as saying, “ It would take sometimes three or four weeks to finish
grinding”. She also said, “Cane grindings were like having a party with all the neighbors invited, with some
of the syrup cooked until it turned into candy.” This historical part of rural farm life in the south continues
each year with the annual “Cane Day Festival”
Second, months of preparation takes place prior to the festival day. The volunteers and demonstrators
have to be booked, the cane cut and prepared along with a number of pre-cane day syrup boilings so that
there is enough syrup for everyone who wishes to have a bottle at the cane day festival.
Last of all, the cane day grinding makes for a busy day. The boilers and park staff start working well before
sun rise. Everything has to be set up and ready before the gates open to let the public in to enjoy the day.
Let me close with a big thanks to all who worked so hard this year to make the 2012 Cane Day Festival a
great success.
I look forward to seeing you all at the farm with many fun events coming up.
See you at the farm
Joey Malphurs

Old Time Music
Music is a big part of Dudley Farm. It adds a special feeling when you hear Old Time Music being played as
people stroll around the farm.
What is Old Time Music anyway? Old time music is a genre of North American folk music, with roots in the
folk music of many countries, including England, Scotland, Ireland and parts of Africa. It is played on
acoustic instruments, generally centering on a combination of fiddle and plucked string instruments such as
the guitar and banjo. Many Saturdays one may hear the
following instruments played at Dudley Farm: fiddle,
banjo, guitar, mandolin, lap dulcimer, autoharp, dobro,
harmonica, just to name a few. Old Time Music predates
bluegrass music of today and might be considered a
forerunner of bluegrass. Each week a dedicated group of
musicians put on their period clothes, tune up their
various musical instruments and come out to the farm to
provide several hours of great Old Time Music. This
wonderful group of musicians deserve a special thanks.
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Collections Committee Annual Report 2012
The work is very time consuming because each item must be handled individually.
Thanks to Kay Yates we have identified more of the Dudley photos. Kay has also put together a book on the
Dudley Genealogy. This work will continue.
Ten boxes of kitchen equipment from the kitchen have been accessioned.
Two boxes of legal papers have come in from John Stinson (Myrtle’s attorney). There are about 1,000 papers
and they deal with transfer of property and other family matters.
More of the cassette tapes have been transcribed. We still have more to transcribe and would appreciate any
help to complete this aspect of the collection.
A video was made of Doug and Katie Smith. Doug is the third generation of the Smith family to serve as Myrtle’s personal accountant. They both had interesting observations of the Dudley family and served her loyally
over the years.
There are more friends of Myrtle to tape and we continue to work on them.
Pat Lindsey Carlisle, Marilyn Greene, Craig Hart, Ginger Blinn
We have finished sewing labels with the DUFA number on to all of the textiles.
A very large watering trough has been returned to the farm and is in the collections building.
Photographs have been made of the contents in the house and where they were according to Myrtle’s memories.
This can also be used for security purposes to see if items are moved from room to room and place to place
within a room.
Bill Dunk is transferring videos to CDs/DVDs and will continue to finish this project.
Exhibits in the Visitor Center are changed about every 4 months to help educate the public about items the
Dudley family saved.
We work with the rangers and historic preservationist with the park service to help with identification of items
and understanding of the family’s farm life.
A collection of burlap bags came in from the barn. They have been measured and the data written for each bag.
The information printed on the bags is very helpful. Advertising for businesses, seed, fertilizer is all there.
We are searching for a volunteer who could do a drawing of the farmstead and make a model of the farmstead
to scale.
We can use another volunteer or two to help with the weekly work.
We keep a scrapbook of the events and activities of the CSO. Newspaper articles, photos, information etc.
Bob Spengenberg, Becky Dean, Vada Horner, Mary Ann Hinely, Anne Martin-Segrini

PLOW DAYS
February 1st and 2nd 10:00AM to 2:00PM
View farming as it was a century ago as draft horses plow the Dudley Farm crop fields. A fun and educational
experience for the entire family with 'old time' music, demonstrations and more
Admission is $5.00 per vehicle up to 8 occupants.

Antique Tractor and Car Day
Saturday, March 16th
9:00AM to 2:00PM
The Friends of Dudley Farm CSO invite you to learn about our rich heritage as members of the North Florida
Antique Tractor Club demonstrate the importance of the tractor to agriculture. They will plow a sugar cane
field on a variety of vintage machines, dating from the 1930's. As an accompaniment to the 'old time' tractors,
the local Antique Automobile Club of America will display their cars for your viewing pleasure.
Admission is $5.00 a car, with up to 8 occupants.
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Commissary News
Mid November into January has been a busy and profitable time for the Commissary and its keepers.
The new Cane complex boilings added interest and numbers of enthusiastic visitors. Corn meal and
grits sold while anticipating syrup. Volunteers making items for sale remain very productive and
generous. In addition to jams and jellies we have added honey and candles to our inventory from
local vendors. Obviously these are not as profitable but have enhanced our selection and proved
excellent P R . Since we see more scheduled and unscheduled groups of visitors this time of year we
will be adding more Commissary keeping volunteers. Those willing and able to be flexible will often be
borrowed by Sandra to help in the Visitors Center ,or Farm if they can be spared. We enjoy our
Dudley Farm responsibilities and associates. Come join us if you have time !!

Indoor Education Center
Update
The Indoor Education Center (IEC) Committee completed work on the initial phase of their project, meeting a
December deadline to have preliminary drawings and plans for a meeting with Paul Huisking and the Park
Manager.
As part of the initial phase of this project the Committee identified requirements for the IEC, which included
functions and uses for the building. Working with the Park’s comprehensive plan and Park staff from
Tallahassee the proposed location for the building was identified as the open field north of the main parking
lot. Next an architectural firm worked with the Committee to prepare designs and layouts for the building.
The results of these meetings were preliminary floor and site plans, a color rendering and a model of the
proposed building prepared by the architects. Thanks to the Collections Committee those plans, model and
original color rendering are now on display at the Visitor’s Center.
General Information
The IEC will include:
- a main room, with seating for up to 80 students
- an adjoining room for smaller size classes or meetings
- a catering/food preparation room
- large covered porches on two sides of the building and
- indoor restrooms.
The exterior will be similar to the style of the other buildings in the Park. For example the walls will be board
and batten style and the roof will be the galvanized metal.
The artist that painted the color rendering is a familiar name around Dudley, Kate Barnes. She did a great job
depicting the proposed building, adding her touches that give life to the rendering.
The architects involved are Ronald and David Haase with H2A Architect and Design. Ron Haase is also a name
familiar at Dudley Farm, for work done there when he was a professor at the University of Florida. Features
incorporated in the IEC design can be also be seen Ron Haase’s book Classic Cracker – Florida’s wood-frame

vernacular architecture.

We’re on the Web: http://www.floridastateparks.org/dudleyfarm/
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